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As winter gardeners we are
busy with the maintenance
tasks of deep watering our
trees and shrubs (at least
once a month) and renew-
ing layers of compost and
mulch around our plants.

All of these preparations will
help protect your plants
during the long dry period
from spring through early
summer. Unfortunately, the
winter forecast looks like we
are heading into another
year of severe drought.

Winter is a good time to
dream about what you will
do with your landscape and
gardens this year. In addi-
tion to reading the spring
garden catalogues, take
some time to register and

Stat e

attend one or more of the
SCMG education classes
scheduled during February
and March. In addition to
the Tuesday afternoon MG
Training Classes, several of
the 2014 SCMG Advanced
Classes and Workshops will
begin in February. If
you have not already regis-
tered, review the SCMG
education classes in the
February - March calendars
listed in this Newsletter.
Remember to register by
emailing the Extension Of-
fice. MG Veterans can use
hours earned in SCMG Ad-
vanced Classes and Work-
shops toward their 4 hours
in a MG Training Class re-
quirement. SCMG Work-
shops have the distinction
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of also being open to the
public this year. So there
will be some competition in
getting in these classes, if
you do not register early.
Some of the Workshops,
such as the Grape Growing
Series presented by MG Rex
Franklin will take place on
Saturdays in March. This is
a good SCMG education
opportunity for interested
Master Gardeners that work
during the week.  There
will be additional SCMG Ad-
vanced Classes and Work-
shops scheduled after
March. These will all be
announced and listed in
later issues of the Newslet-
ter.
Sandy Liakus
SCMG Coordinator

Winter is upon us and with
it a plethora of conferences
in Albuquerque and learning
opportunities at the exten-
sion office. Check the Mas-
ter Gardener calendar for
offerings.

January 30 & 311 Think
Trees NM

February 14 & 157 New
Mexico Organic Farming
Conference

February 20 & 211 2014
Land and Water Summit:
Drought as an Opportunity
for Change

The Master Gardener Train-
ing is in full swing with a
diverse and enthusiastic

cl ass. It 6s
ing and sitting in on classes.

Until next month be well.
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SCMG 2014 Training Classes Begin

Were you there? Sandoval County Master
Gardener training classes kicked off on Janu-
ary 7, with 35 new interns signed up. Classes
will meet every Tuesday afternoon until April
15, when the graduation ceremony will be
held.

At left Sandy Liakus, SCMG Coordinator, and
Gretchen Neiman, Assistant Coordinator
(Gretchen was the one with the cow bell),
introduce themselves to the new class and
discuss what is in store.

SCMG Project:SWHO - Southwest Homeowner Gardening Classes

Southwest Homeowner Classes (SWHO) are basically condensed versions of the Sandoval County Master Gardener
training classes prepared for the general public. Class content is approved by New Mexico State University. People
in SWHO classes may be longtime residents, or may have just moved to the area, and are looking for information
about fruit trees, soil, vegetable gardens, or trees in general.

SWHO classes are open to the public. SCMG vets and interns are welcome, although Master Gardeners will have
covered the material in their training classes. You might recommend SWHO classes to friends and family inter-
ested in learning more about gardening in the southwest. Fees are $20/person for the series, or $7/person per
single class. Classes are Thursday mornings from10-11:30, from February 6 to March 27. See the calendar pages
of the newsletter for class topics and dates. Classes are lead by senior SCMG personnel.

*** NOTICE: 2014 SWHO Classes are full and will not accept walk -ins!

Linda Grady and Tari Thornton co-chair the SWHO project.

Location: Sandoval County Extension Office

Time: Thursday mornings, 10:00-11:00 am

PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED. Call (505) 867  -2582 to reserve your seat.
February6 A Fr ui t - Elizaleth &ardner
February13A Vi neyar d MaRealgankie nt o
February 20 i Sma | | Frui t-ElizabetlhdGaRleer r i e s 0
February27iveget abl e -Cosenlblenai ng o
March 6 APrincipl es -QafleneXBassdtt,sDerdse Ravis
March1l3 A Gardening i n Dr-dahgZatolaCondi ti onso
March20 A Co mp o s Pat Bagger
March 27 i He r -d_sab Vesely

®
New Mexico Organic Farming Conference :

Mariott Pyramid Albuquerque February 14 -15, 2014 ®
®

®

®

http://www.farmtotablenm.org/programs/new-mexico-organic-farming-conference/
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SCMG Project:The DelLavy House Garden

SCMG Project: The DeLavy House Garden

The Sandoval County Histor| 0

preserve the history of Sandoval County. The society R, T .

meets at the Edmond J. DeLavy House, which was do- De Lavy House™

nated to the society wupon ~_ SANDOVAL

The society conducts educational programs and main- S TORKGAL

tains historical archives at this location. Monthly speak- SOCIETY

ers programs and art exhibits are free and open to the

public. More information about the Sandoval County

Historical Society can be found at: http://

www.sandovalhistory.org

The DelLavy House sits on two and one-half acres of

homestead land. It is located at 151 Edmond Road in

Bernalillo, on the north side of US 550. It lies west of the Rio Grande, between the Santa Ana Star Casino and the

road to Coronado State Monument.

Sandoval County Master Gardeners have established a project to maintain the grounds including a southwest

garden area, which exhibits sustainable plants and trees in a real-world low water environment. The garden shows

xeric vegetation at maturity, and demonstrates favorable plant placement. Opportunities exist at DeLavy House to

help you meet your SCMG volunteer hour requirement. Contact Charlotte Wilson at

charlottesuewilson@hotmail.com.
g Land & Water Summit 2014 g
o ADrought as an Opportunityﬁfor
Ly Sheraton Albuquerque Airport February 20 -21, 2014 Ly
0 Www.xeriscapenm.com 0]

So You Want to Be a Master Gardener?

For an intern to become a Sandoval County Master Gardener, or for a veteran Master Gardener to retain MG status,
they must fulfill the following annual requirements:

Education

Interns fulfill their education requirement by attending all of the SCMG Training classes required to become a Master
Gardener. Veterans must complete a minimum of 10 Hours of education, of which at least 4 hours must be earned
by attending SCMG Training classes or Advanced classes. Interns are welcome and encouraged to attend Advanced
classes.

Volunteer Activities

Both veterans and interns must perform a minimum of 30 hours of volunteer activities, of which at least 10 hours
must be earned in a hotline or hotline -type activity. Volunteer activities must be on projects approved by the SCMG
board. Approved volunteer opportunities will be announced at training classes, in emails, and in the newsletter.
Opportunities for hotline signup will likewise be announced in the spring.



http://www.xeriscapenm.com
http://www.sandovalhistory.org
http://www.sandovalhistory.org
mailto:charlottesuewilson@hotmail.com
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Advanced Classes and Workshops
for February & March

SCMGs have many educational opportunities outside the minimum classroom requirement. Advanced Classes go be-
yond the standard classroom material, and Workshops provide hands-on training led by professionals. See the
schedule below for first quarter opportunities, or go to www.sandovalmastergardeners.org anytime and click on
SCMG education for the most up-to-date information. See page 9 for times, locations, and instructors. Sign-
up sheets will be available at training classes. Alternatively, you may email the Sandoval County Cooperative Exten-
sion Administrative assistant, Elizabeth Hackett at sandoval@nmsu.eduto register. Use the subject line "Registering/
SCMG Class(s)" and list in the body of the email the classes that you are interested in attending. If you find you can
not attend later, email Elizabeth to "Unregister" from the class.

February 6 Seasonally Appropriate Landscaping
February 21 Fruit Tree Pruning
February 26 Seed Saving workshop
Growing and Managing Grapes - 3 Presentations plus Hands  -on Pruning workshop (public series):
March 8 Site Selection for Grapes
March 15 Developing New Grape Vines
March 22 Irrigation of Grapes
March 29 Pruning Demonstration
March 13  Seed Starting Tomatoes & Chiles for Seed2Need
March 20  Tour Santa Ana Nursery & Seed starting
March 27  Soil Health (open to public)

Tomatoes for Everyone
Burning Questions?

When it comes to tomatoes, what is the difference between knowledge and wisdom?

Who were Colonel Robert Gibbon Johnson and Alexander
W. Livingston? Is it a good idea to plant basil, marigolds,
potatoes, and/or carrots close to tomatoes? What is so
special about the Indigo Rose tomato? When should |
prune tomatoes? Is it better to irrigate from the bottom or
the top? Can tomatoes be grown in pots? What's the
difference between heirloom, open pollinated, and hybrid
tomatoes? Which are the best to plant? Which are the
best to eat? Which will bloom first? What is the trick to
make late season tomatoes bigger and better? What
caused the geographic yellow spots on the tomato on the
left? Is it safe to eat? Do the carrots on the right indicate tomato problems if grown in
the same area?

Come to the Tomatoes for Everyonetalk on Tuesday, February 4 at 7 pm at the Meadow-

lark Senior Center in Rio Rancho to find the answers to these questions and to learn a whole lot more about growing
tomatoes and tomato lore. SCMG Therese Barts will be the presenter for Gardening With the Masters, a SCMG pro-
ject that provides educational talks for the public. Watch your SCMG newsletter calendar for topics, or visit
www.sandovalmastergardeners.org and click on Gardening with the Masters.

By the way, knowledge is knowing that the tomato is a fruit, but wisdom is keeping it out of a fruit
salad!



http://www.sandovalmastergardeners.org/
mailto:sandoval@nmsu.edu
http://www.sandovalmastergardeners.org/
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Amending Desert Garden Soil
Feeding the Soll that Feeds your Plants

On February 18, Gardening with the Masters will feature a talk on /mproving Your Garden Soil. SCMG John Zarolg
will present the information. John is also a Master Composter. Gardening with the Masters is a SCMG project that
provides educational talks for the public at the Meadowlark Senior Center in Rio Rancho. Watch your SCMG news
letter calendar for topics, or visit www.sandovalmastergardeners.org and click on Gardening with the Masters.

Johnés presentation will cover:

1 Soil basics: texture & structure 1 ABQ area soils- other issues

1 Plant/soil nutrient cycle 1 pH: alkaline soil & water

1 Organic material & soil biology 1 Salts

1 Role of microorganisms 1 Low soil organic matter

1 Amending the soil that you have 1 Erosion

1 ABQ area soils texture & structure issues 1 Improving desert garden soil
1 Sand, silt, clay variations 1 Drought proofing desert garden soil
1 Caliche
1 Sandy loam
1 Clay loam

Brown Bag Dates and Intern/Mentor Events

February 11, 2014 11:30am Brown Bag Lunch before class
February 21, 2014 1:00-3:30pm Fruit Tree Pruning

March 11, 2014 11:30am Brown Bag Lunch before class
March 13, 2014 1:00-4:00pm Seed Starting

Hendron Hall, San Ysidro Church Corrales
Optional lunch at Corrales Pizza 11:30am

April Seed to Need Weeding Date: TBD
May Plant ID for the Corrales Garden Tour Date: TBD
June-August Attend a board meeting

B U o B B B B BB G 8 B s
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Winter Gardening 1 Planning for Spring Season

by Loren Meinz, Master Gardener

So, rather than winter boredom watching TV all day, there
are some things we gardeners can and should be doing to
get ready for spring season. First, if you have fruit trees,
January/February is the time for pruning. After several
years of my pruning efforts, my two trees are somewhat
foddd shaped, so this year
them a professional crew cut.

After pruning, consider applying dormant oil spray to rid the
tree of left over pest bug eggs that may hatch in the spring
and invade your tree fruit. Dormant oil spray can also be
beneficial to many of your landscape trees and shrubs.

These winter days, you should be receiving the catalogues
for mail order seeds. | read those seed books as faithfully
as my classic car magazine. | order seeds for spring and summer planting at the same time 1 it saves on shipping
costs, and you have your seeds in hand when you want to plant. The varieties of vegetables available in those cata-
logues are amazing. Garden space is usually limited, so | try to raise the vegetables that | enjoy eating and are ex-
pensive to buy (like heirloom tomatoes). I dondt pl a
den space and water, and are cheap to buy in stores. When buying seeds, ask yourself if you really want to raise
plants from seed or do you want to buy plants from the nursery? Growing plant starts like tomatoes can be difficult,
and if you | eave on vacation? Most of the seeds | bu
winter squash, beans, beets, parsnips, and chard. Planting most of these will have to wait until late April because
they will not germinate until the soil warms.

Winter is the best time to prepare garden soil. Add 3 -4 inches of compost to the garden area, then, broadcast
granular fertilizer on top (a 10 -20-10 granular fertilizer, or similar blend, following the application rates on the pack-
age), and till in the mixture of soil, compost, and fertilizer to a total depth of about 10 -12 inches. | use 5 foot wide
raised beds with wood board edges to control the garden area i it helps for tilling, planting, watering, and harvest-
ing. For obtaining compost, check the Sandoval County Landfill & Composting Facility at 2708 Iris Road or call the
local County Extension office for sources of bulk compost. You can also purchase bags from the local nursery supply
stores.

Now that your soil is prepared, wait until mid -March and begin planting sets of cabbage, broccoli, cauliflower, chard,
peas, and other cold-weather crops. Be prepared for hard night time freezing i | cover my bed with old sheets or
whatever else | can find. But once these cold crops start rooting in, they will stand moderate freezing and bounce
right back. Soon, you will be enjoying the wonderful taste of home -grown vegetables.

This article was previously published in the Rio Rancho Observer.
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Rio Rancho Tree Stewards Spring Training
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i Saturday, March 29, 2014 9am to 3pm
¥ 3
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http://aces.nmsu.edu/county/sandoval/mastergardener/tree -steward -training.html
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SCMG Project:The Seed Library

Saxpovar Couxty SEED LIBRARY

Sandoval County Seed Library is a collaborative project of the Sandoval County Master Gardeners in cooperation with
NMSU College of Agriculture Cooperative Extension. The seed library freely distributes vegetable, herb and flower
seeds to the public. We work to preserve the areads a
seed, building genetic diversity and strengthening food security through education and a culture of sharing.

BORROW

The seed library is similar to a public library, but instead of checking out books, you check out seeds and plant a gar-
den. Then we ask you to save seed from the best of these plants; save some for yourself and return a portion of
them to the seed library. Thus the cycle is complete and more people can check out seeds. The Seed Library is selft
serve and operates on the honor system. You do not need a library card to use the Seed Library. You become a
member when you withdraw seeds to plant or donate seeds to the Seed Library.

GROW
A commitment to growing plants from seeds helps to preserve New Mexico's agricultural heritage by producing re-
gionally adapted seed. The seeds you save and return are a gift to your community.

SAVE

A Seed Library helps to build bio-diversity for our local food supply, as well as educate gardeners on how to save
true seed. Growing healthy, nutritious, regionally adapted food improves the lives of the community and brings peo-
ple together. Saving seed is a time-honored tradition that we can all share. Saving Seed is a vital step toward sus-
tainability and food security, and is a missing link in today's gardening. Let's learn to save seed again.

SHARE

At harvest time, please take some extra steps to save seeds for others. We ask that a portion of the seeds you save
from the strongest, tastiest, and most vigorous plants be returned to the Seed Library to keep the library self -
sustaining. The seed saving aspect of Sandoval County Seed Library is what ensures a successful, regionally
adapted, and genetically diverse seed collection that is self-sustaining!

On February 8 from 10am-noon, SCMG Lifetime Master Gardener Judy Jacobs will give a presentation on seed start-
ing. On March 8 from 11am-12:30pm, there will be an Orientation to the Seed Library. All presentations are at the
Esther Bone Library, 950 Pinetree SE in Rio Rancho.

The seed library can be a resource for you as a Master Gardener. And you can be a resource for the Seed Libraryi
opportunities exist that will help satisfy your volunteer hour requirement.

gric
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STATE

UNIVERSITY

NM New Mexico State University

U.S. Department of Agriculture
SANDOVAL COUNTY
2014 Master Gardener Training Schedule
Location: 711 Camine del Pueblo (Old County Courthouse) I1st Floor

Cooperative Extension Service =" """
i
i

Sandvival Cosiv

Bernalillo, New Mexico
All Classes are 1:00 p.m. until 5:00 p.m.—Breaks / Refreshments Included

February 4, 2014

1:00 p.m.—Forest Trees
3:15 p.m.—Fruit Trees

Dr. George Duda, Retired State Forestry inacja_-’gsr
Elizabeth Gardner, Certified Arborist/Vet., SCMG

February 11, 2014

1:00 p.m.—Entomology 1
3:15 p.m.—Entomology 11

Dr. Carol Sutherland, Entomologist
Extension Plant Sciences—NMSU Las Cruces

February 18, 2014

1:00 p.m.—Plant Pathology I
3:15 p.m.—Plant Pathology II

Dr. Natalie Goldberg, Plant Pathologist, NMSU
Department Head, Extension Plant Sciences

February 25, 2014

1:00 p.m.—Vegetables
3:15 p.m.—Companion Planting

D Stephanie Walker, Asst. Professor, NMSU
Extension Plant Sciences

March 4, 2014

1:00 p.m.—Turfgrass Management I
3:15 p.m.-Turferass Management II

Dr. Bernd Leinauer, Professor, Turferass Specialist
NMSU Extension Plant Sciences

March 11, 2014

1:00 p.m.—Trees I
3:15 p.m.—Trees I1

Joran Viers, Small Farms Specialist, NMSU

March 18, 2014

1:00-3:30 pm Integrated Pest Mgmt.
4:00 p.m. Pesticide Safety

Dr. Tessa Grasswitz, IPM Specialist, NMSU
John Garlisch, Agriculture Agent, Natural Resources

March 25, 2014

1:00 pm Weeds
3:15 Weeds continned

Dr. Jamshid Ashigh, Assistant Professor, Weed
Specialist, NMSU—Extension Plait Sciences

April 1, 2014

1:00- Diagnostic Process I
3:15—Diagnostic Process I1
Master Gardener Hotline

Dr. Natalie Goldberg, Plant Pathologist, NM5SU
Department Head, Extension Plant Sciences
Connie Walsh, Veteran Master Gardener, & Chair

April 8, 2014

1:00 pm-Efficient Watering of Soils

3:00 pm-Efficient Watering of Soils
cont.

Dr. Robert Flyin, Professor, Agronomy & Soils
New Mexico State University

April 15, 2014

1:00 p.m.—Potluck Lunch, Graduation
2:00-4:00 Photos, Project Sign-ups

& Demos on Herbs, Roses, Tomatoes, Ete.

NMSU Cooperative Extension Staff
SCMG Board of Directors and
SCMG Veteran Masier Gardeners

Los Alamos, NM
New Mexico Master Gardener's Conference
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Calendar Events

Details for events shown on the calendar pages:

Gardening with the Masters (no registration required)
Location. MEADOWLARK SENIOR CENTER330 Meadowlark Lane, Rio Rancho.
Time: 7:00 - 8:30 PM: SCMG volunteers (2 needed) arrive for pre-lecture set up at 6:30 PM.
Audience: Gardening With the Masters lectures are FREE to the public and all are invited to attend.

February 4 "Tomatoes for Everyone" presented by Therese Barts
February 18 "Improving Garden Soil" presented by John Zarola
March4 APol | i nat or s i npre¥eotedrby L@reda Gaevin 0

Master Composters

February 15 Bucket Composting with Bokashi Method: 1:30 pm to 3:30 pm at Open Space Visitor Center
6500 Coors Blvd NW.To register call 505-897-8831 or send email to register@nmcomposters.org

March 5 Home Composting Basics  9:30 am to 11:00 am at North Valley Senior Center , 3825 4th Street

NW. To register call 505-761-4025 or send email to register@nmcomposters.org

March 8 Home Composting Basics  10:00 am to 11:30 am at Osuna Nursery, 501 Osuna Road NE To register or
for more information send email to register@nmcomposters.org

March 27 Home Composting Basics  2:00 pm to 4:00 pm at Barelas Senior Center 714 7th Street SW. To register
or for more information call 505 -764-6436 or send email to register@nmcomposters.org

SCMG Board Meetings (no registration required)

Date: Third Tuesday of month

Location: Sandoval County Extension Office

Audience: All Sandoval County Master Gardeners and Interns are invited to attend
February 18 - Sandoval County Extension Office, 10 AMnoon
March 18 - Sandoval County Extension Office, 10 AMnoon

SCMG Advanced Classes & Workshops

Sign-up sheets are available at training classes. Alternatively, you may email Elizabeth Hackett at
sandoval@nmsu.eduto register. Use the subject line "Registering/ SCMG Class(s)" and list in the body of the email
the classes that you are interested in attending.

February 6 1:00-3:00 Seasonally Appropriate Wes Brittenham, owner Sandoval County Extension
Landscaping Plants of the South West
February 21 1:00-3:30 Fruit Tree Pruning Elizabeth Gardner Gene Dunn's Orchard Placitas
February 26 9:00-11:00 Seed Saving workshop Stephanie Walker Sandoval County Extension
Growing and Managing Grapes - 3 Presentations plus Hands  -on Pruning workshop (public series)
March 8 10:00-noon  Site Selection for Grapes  Rex Franklin Sandoval County Extension
March 15 10:00-noon  Developing New Grape VineRex Franklin Sandoval County Extension
March 22 10:00-noon Irrigation of Grapes Rex Franklin Sandoval County Extension
March 29 10:00-noon  Pruning Demonstration Rex Franklin Franklin Vineyards Corrales
March 13  1:00-4:00  Seed Starting Tomatoes Judy Jacobs & Penny Davis Herenden Hall at San Ysidro
& Chiles for Seed2Need Church in Corrales
March 20  10:00-noon Tour Santa Ana Nursery Mike Halverson, Manager  Santa Ana Pueblo
& Seed starting
March 27  1:00-3:00  Soil Health (open to public) Rudy Garcia, Sandoval County Extension

State Agronomist NRCS



http://www.cabq.gov/parksandrecreation/open-space/facilities/open-space-visitor-center
http://www.cabq.gov/seniors/centers/north-valley-senior-center/
mailto:register@nmcomposters.org
http://www.osunanursery.com/
mailto:register@nmcomposters.org
http://www.cabq.gov/seniors/centers/barelas-senior-center
mailto:register@nmcomposters.org
mailto:sandoval@nmsu.edu
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Calendar Events

Details for events shown on the calendar pages (continued):

Seed Library

Location: Esther Bone Library, 950 Pinetree SE, Rio Rancho
February 8 10a-noon Seed starting presentation by SCMG Lifetime Master Gardener Judy Jacobs
March 8 11am-12:30p  Orientation to the Seed Library

SWHO - Southwest Homeowner Gardening Classes
PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED. Call (505) 867 -2582 to reserve your seat.
Location: Sandoval County Extension Office
Time: 10:00-11:00 am
Cost is $20/person or $30/couple if pre -registered

(Mail check to SCMG, P.O. Box 400, Bernalillo, NM 87004)
Or $7 per class only payable to SCMG at the door

February6 A Fr ui t - Elizaleth &ardner

February13A Vi neyar d MaRealanklie nt 0

February 20 i Sma | | Frui t-ElizabethdGaRleer r i e s 0

February27fiVveget abl e -CosenkBlenai ng o

March 6 APrinci pl es - bafleneXBassdtt,sDenise Ravis

March1l3 A Gar dening i n Dr-daehgzatolaCondi ti onso
March20 A Co mp o s Pdt Bagger

March 27 fi He r -Leab Vesely

SCMG Projects

Click here for information about location and time for volunteering for SCMG projects:
http://aces.nmsu.edu/county/sandoval/mastergardener/scmg -projects.html
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