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COORDINATOR’S CORNER 

March will be a big month 
for SCMG sponsored con-

tinuing education.    Master 

Gardener Veterans may 
earn SCMG equivalent 

Training Class hours in any 
of these SCMG classes.    

 
Just in time to help you with 

your spring fruit tree main-

tenance, an all day Sunday 
March 2nd Orchard Manage-

ment Workshop will be pre-
sented by the highly re-

spected Truchas, NM fruit 

tree grower Gordon Tooley 
at the Anasazi Fields Winery 

and Orchards in Placitas.    
 

Starting on Saturday March 
8th and running for the fol-

lowing Saturdays through 

March 29th, a series of 
classes on grape growing 

and maintenance will be 

taught at the Extension Ser-
vice by our own MG Rex 

Franklin and owner of 
Franklin Vineyards.  The 

final class on March 29th will 
be hands-on pruning of 

grape vines at the Vineyard 

in Corrales.    This Work-
shop should be of interest 

to those currently growing 
grapes or for those consid-

ering growing grapes in our 

area. 
 

Seed Starting of tomato and 
chili plants for the 

Seed2Need garden is sched-
uled for March 13th at Hen-

dren Hall taught by MG Judi 

Jacobs and Penny Davis.   
This is a traditional activity 

and class for Interns and 

their Mentors.    
 

Do not forget our annual 
trek to the Santa Ana Nurs-

ery for a presentation on 
native seed starting and a 

tour of the nursery sched-

uled for March 20th.     
 

For something new, State 
NRCS Agronomist Extension 

Rudi Garcia will be present-

ing  on Soil Health on March 
27th at the Extension Office. 

 
Sandy Liakus 

SCMG Coordinator 

 

SCMG & AAMG Orchard Management Workshop  
Anasazi Winery - Placitas  

Sunday March 2     9:30—3:30  
 

(See page 11) 
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With a passport filled with stamps and a world of experi-
ences, Lynda Garvin has learned the key to helping people 

improve their lives is listening. 

 
The Sandoval County Extension agriculture and horticulture 

agent brings a wide variety of Extension-type experiences to 
her new position. Ten years of Peace Corps service and nu-

merous additional years of service with Food for the Hungry 
and CARE international programs has prepared Garvin to 

work with the diverse cultures of New Mexico. 

 
“Going to a new place, exploring and meeting people, it’s an 

addiction,” she said. “I love living in different countries and 
learning firsthand about their culture and customs.” 

 

After graduation with a bachelor’s degree in environmental 
studies with an emphasis in botany, and a stint as a Vista 

Volunteer in the United States under her belt, Garvin’s wan-
derlust bloomed when she joined the Peace Corps. 

 
In the past 23 years, Garvin has lived in seven countries besides the United States. Her work took her to Burkina Faso, 

Senegal, Guinea-Bissau and Mozambique in Africa; Jamaica and St. Croix Virgin Islands in the Caribbean and Vanuatu in 

the South Pacific. Her last overseas assignment was with CARE International in Liberia where she experienced the lin-
gering effects of 14 years of civil war.  

 
Between her international assignments she returned to Colorado, Florida and California and worked on a variety of envi-

ronmental/agricultural projects. She also earned a master’s degree from Colorado State University in crop protection, a 

combination of plant pathology, weed science and entomology in a form of holistic agriculture.  
 

“The common thread in all people is that they know what they need to improve their lives,” she said. “If you sit and 
listen to people, and hear their stories, then you can help them formulate what it is they really need, not what you per-

ceive they should do. That’s the true key to development. You empower them to take action.” 

 
In the many roles Garvin played from volunteer and project manager, to associate country director she helped show the 

people how they could get to their goal themselves. 
 

From her many development work experiences, one lifelong lesson Garvin learned is from an African proverb: “If you 
want to go fast, go alone. If you want to go far, go together.” 

 

“Through my travels and work I have learned that going fast is tempting, but going far is so much more enriching,” she 
said. 

 
Taken from NMSU Faculty/Staff Spotlight Archives, written by Jane Moorman 

Sandoval County Extension Agent Lynda Garvin 

Tree Seedling Give-away (Rio Rancho Residents only) 
March 22  1:00 - 3:00pm, Loma Colorado Library 

By Keep Rio Rancho Beautiful/Rio Rancho Tree Stewards/Rio Rancho Water Conservation Office 

 

http://newscenter.nmsu.edu/work/story/archive/?section_id=2
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On February 4, Therese Barts gave a pres-

entation on Tomatoes for Everyone at the 

Meadowlark Senior Center.  The program 
was well-attended, and those in attendance 

learned the difference between heirloom and 
hybrid tomatoes and between determinate 

and indeterminate varieties.  The Gardening 
with the Masters folks with Therese shared 

many tips about starting and transplanting 

tomatoes, recommended varieties, and how 
to deal with pests and diseases.  

 
 

 
 

And on February 6, Elizabeth Gardner led the 
Southwest Homeowner gardening class on 

Fruit Trees.   Elizabeth is a certified arborist, 
and a lot of valuable information was pre-

sented.  At right, Sandoval County Extension 

Agent Lynda Garvin adds a few words of sage 
advice.  The Southwest Homeowner series is 

open to the public, and  classes fill up fast - 
so you might want to tell your friends family 

about the 2015 series in time to sign up. 

Recent Educational Opportunities 

SCMGs have many educational opportunities outside the minimum classroom requirement.  Advanced Classes go be-

yond the standard classroom material, and Workshops provide hands-on training led by professionals.  See the 
schedule below for first quarter opportunities, or go to www.sandovalmastergardeners.org  anytime and click on 

SCMG education for the most up-to-date information.  See page 9 for times, locations, and instructors.  Sign-
up sheets will be available at training classes.  Alternatively, you may email the Sandoval County Cooperative Exten-

sion Administrative assistant, Elizabeth Hackett at sandoval@nmsu.edu to register.  Use the subject line "Registering/ 

SCMG Class(s)" and list in the body of the email the classes that you are interested in attending.  If you find you can 
not attend later, email Elizabeth to "Unregister" from the class.   

Growing and Managing Grapes - 3 Presentations plus Hands-on Pruning workshop (public series): 

March 8    Site Selection for Grapes  

March 15  Developing New Grape Vines    
March 22  Irrigation of Grapes    

March 29  Pruning Demonstration    
March 13   Seed Starting Tomatoes & Chiles for Seed2Need    

March 20   Tour Santa Ana Nursery & Seed starting    
March 27      Soil Health (open to public)   

Advanced Classes and Workshops 
for March 

http://www.sandovalmastergardeners.org/
mailto:sandoval@nmsu.edu


The Rio Rancho WaterWise Demonstration Garden is 

located at 950 Pine Tree Road in Rio Rancho, between 
the Post Office and Esther Bone Library.  The Water-

Wise Garden is a cooperative effort of the City of Rio 

Rancho and the Sandoval County Master Gardeners, 
partnering with the Rio Grande Basin Initiative, and lo-

cal businesses and community volunteers.  
 

The WaterWise Garden encompasses approximately an 
acre divided into different gardening templates easy to 

replicate in the homeowner's landscape.   

 
Earth Day or Arbor Day events are held at the Garden 

for the public to attend. 
 

Master Gardener volunteers receive hands on training 

and education about the plants and trees located in this 
garden. Weekly volunteers are needed on Thursdays 

March through October- 8am to 11am. Winter Hours are 1st & 3rd Thursdays- 9am to 11am. 
 

The Garden illustrates the following features: 
 Drip, sprinkle, spray and bubble irrigation systems 

 An Olla demonstration project  

 Bark, pecan, wood chip, crusher fine and gravel mulches 
 Water harvesting techniques: dry creek beds, swales, berms and drain ways to catchment areas 

 Slope planting techniques 
 Paths connecting gardens illustrating various material 

choices 

 
This year the Walk and Talk Tour of the Water Wise Garden will 

be held June 19, 2014 at 6:30pm until 8:30pm.  The talk will be 
held in the Esther Bone Library followed by a walking tour of the 

garden. The topic this year will be Design and Maintenance of the 

Garden. 
 

Contacts: Sue Trevor or Connie Walsh.  Visit the WaterWise Blog 
for more information. 

 Photos: Sue Trevor 

SCMG Project: The Rio Rancho WaterWise Demonstration Garden 
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WaterWise Garden March Mania Spring Cleanup! 
Thursday, March 27, 8:30-11:00am.  First event of 
the year for the WaterWise Demonstration Gar-
den!   
This will be a general spring cleanup day, and we will 

assess what needs to be done for the coming year.  Bring 

your gloves, hats, water bottles, sunscreen, and a favor-
ite tool.  Email Sue Trevor suetrevor@gmail.com to get 

on the email list for any last minute time changes, direc-
tions, etc.  Get in your volunteer hours out in the fresh air 

and work with some fun fellow Master Gardeners.  

http://rioranchowaterwisegarden.wordpress.com/
mailto:suetrevor@gmail.com
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Feeling anxious about working the telephone Hotline?  Relax!  Here are some guidelines and 

tips, and you can sign up to work with a Hotline tutor. 

 
Outline of Hotline Protocol 

 
Note:  The complete formal Hotline Protocol can be found in the Hotline Resource Guide in the 

Casita, or online here . 
 

1. When you arrive, notify Elizabeth in the Extension office that you are there for Hotline and have her open the Ca-

sita.  Sign in on the Log Sheet to record your shift. 
 

2. Make courtesy reminder call(s) to the person(s) scheduled for the next shift.  If it is a Friday, call the Monday peo-
ple.  Elizabeth has a calendar showing who is scheduled.  Note on the Log Sheet that you made the call(s). 

 

3. Review previous hotline calls and answers entered on the Log Sheet.  This will help you respond to similar ques-
tions. 

 
4. Retrieve messages from the answering machine.  Return calls and supply appropriate answers. 

Research may be needed before you return the call (see #6 below).  You are responsible to complete your 
calls by the end of your shift. 

 

5. Enter information from the recorded message and your call back to the client in the Log Sheet.  Be certain to re-
cord a description of the problem and your response. 

 
6. Pick up the appropriate telephone line when Elizabeth announces a hotline call on the intercom, and answer  

“Sandoval County Master Gardeners.  This is Jane Doe.  How can I help you?” 

Mentors/veterans scheduled with Interns are responsible for ensuring that the information provided by Interns is 
accurate. 

The first action to take is to write the caller’s name and telephone number in the log sheet, and jot down a de-
scription of the problem. 

Public phone numbers ONLY may be given to callers (SCMG & Extension Office).  DO NOT GIVE PRIVATE/

EXPERT or MEMBERS phone numbers to callers.   
DO NOT answer questions from commercial agriculture entities/growers.  Nor should you get involved 

in answering legal/medical issues.  Ask every caller if they are in the agriculture or landscaping business.  If 
they are, ask them to call the Extension office number again and ask for the Extension Agent. 

Most questions can be answered using common sense or the resources in the Casita.  These include an exten-
sive library, the Hotline Resource Guide, the NMSU Publications File, the NMSU web site, and the SCMG Ex-

pert List.  If you don’t know an answer, simply say you need to do a little research and will call them back.  

You cannot go wrong by calling back.  DO NOT immediately refer the problem to the Extension agent 
or an expert.  Try to find an answer using the Casita resources as a learning experience. 

ONLY IF you are unable to find an answer on your own, find the list of SCMG experts in the Hotline Re-
source Guide and call the appropriate expert.  Discuss the problem and the expert will assume responsibility 

for the problem or instruct you as to what to do.   

Record a description of the problem and your response on the Log Sheet. 
 

7. Make certain the door to the Casita is locked when you leave.  
 

 
Continued on next page 
 

 

SCMG Project: Telephone Hotline 

http://aces.nmsu.edu/county/sandoval/mastergardener/documents/hotline-protocol-2013.pdf
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Continued 
When you have idle time, explore the resources in the Casita.  Read through the Hotline Resource Guide.  Check out the 

“problem solver” books by Ortho or Sunset, which will have most of the information you might need.  Use the computer 

on the desk to familiarize yourself with the NMSU ACES website (major resource sites are bookmarked).  Locate the list 
of horticultural publications available on the ACES website.  If you use the computer to search for an answer, be sure to 

compare several results, and ensure that the information is found on an authoritative (university or commercial) horti-
cultural site. 

 
A number of Veteran Master Gardeners have volunteered to tutor interns on Hotline protocol.  The table below shows 

the current tutoring schedule.   Interns are encouraged to sign up for at least one of these shifts for their first Hotline 

experience.  If an intern is unable to sign up for a formal tutoring shift, he or she should at least ensure that there is a 
veteran Master Gardener with them on their first shift.  Every veteran is required to perform 10 hours of Hotline service, 

so there will be plenty of opportunities for every intern to work with a veteran. 
 

 

 

Telephone Hotline 
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March 11, 2014  11:30am   Brown Bag Lunch before class 

March 13, 2014      1:00-4:00pm   Seed Starting  
      Hendron Hall, San Ysidro Church Corrales 

      Optional lunch at Corrales Pizza 11:30am 
April                   Seed to Need Weeding Date: TBD 

May                        Plant ID for the Corrales Garden Tour Date: TBD 

June-August          Attend a board meeting 

Brown Bag Dates and Intern/Mentor Events  
 

 

Join our team of community volunteers who help care for city trees and 

improve our neighborhood parks! Tree Stewards work in teams of two 
or more and receive tools, training and ongoing support through this 

valuable program sponsored by Keep Rio Rancho Beautiful. Tree Stew-
ards visit their chosen park and report tree and park concerns, help 

with light pruning and tree wells and attend informative and fun quar-
terly events. 

Volunteers are asked to serve our community for a one-year period and 
attend a Saturday workshop. This fun and interactive workshop with 

certified arborists and urban forestry experts includes a morning class-
room session and hands-on training in the afternoon at a local park. 

We invite you, your friends and neighbors to join our team and attend 
our workshop on Saturday, MMM, DD from 9 AM to 3 PMat UNM-West. 

Call Keep Rio Rancho Beautiful at 505-896-8389 to register today! 

 

Photo: Sue Trevor  

SCMG Project: Rio Rancho Tree Stewards Spring Training 
Saturday, March 29, 2014  9am to 3pm 

Earth Day Celebration 
Saturday, April 19, 2014  10:00am - noon 

Esther Bone Memorial Library & Rio Rancho WaterWise 
Garden 

950 Pine Tree Road, Rio Rancho 
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I would like to encourage you to try container gar-
dening, especially if your space is limited, your physi-

cal activity is curtailed, or maybe time constraints 

don’t allow you to have a big garden. Maybe you 
already have a conventional garden, but the idea of 

having some favorite vegetables or herbs just out-
side your door sounds interesting.  For a variety of 

reasons having a container garden makes a lot of 
sense. If you have just one houseplant you are al-

ready container-gardening.  

 
I would like you to try a few vegetables and herbs. 

Think about it, if you can grow petunias in a pot you 
can grow peppers in a pot. Many grow strawberries, 

lettuce, tomatoes, peppers and herbs, all and more 

are possible in containers.  The advantages are nu-
merous; preparation is much simpler than for a full 

size garden, you are simply filling a container with 
soil. Weeding is almost eliminated and pests are 

more easily controlled in a small space. If you encounter a soil born problem simply dump out the contaminated soil and 
start with fresh. Also containers can be mobile.  

 

Now, if I’ve talked you into trying container gardening, the first thing to consider is sunlight. Vegetables such as toma-
toes, peppers, eggplant, squash, and all fruits need about 6 hours of sunlight. If the plant part we eat is a leaf like spin-

ach, lettuce, kale, or grows in the ground like radishes and carrots then these can get by on 3 or 4 hours of sunlight.  
Southern exposure is the best, followed by western, then east and lastly northern. Any exposure will work; you will 

need to choose your vegetables according to the amount of sunlight available. I have been growing chard, lettuce, 

some beans, basil, oregano, Columbine, Johnny Jump- ups, and even sunflowers on the north side of my house. But 
don’t forget, this is New Mexico we have to make sure the plants don’t get too much sun, heat, and wind. You may 

have to create some artificial shade or wind protection.  Tall or top heavy plants may have to be attached to something 
to keep from blowing over.  Some temporary protection may be needed to keep strong winds from damaging the 

plants. 

 
The second thing to consider is what you are going to use as a container. Almost anything will work, clay pots, plastic 

nursery containers, (especially 5 gallon or bigger), wood boxes, and concrete, can make good containers. Lately grow 
bags are becoming popular. Buckets, large cans, barrels, old large colanders, wash tubs, wheel barrows. I even saw a 

huge community garden planted entirely in plastic milk crates. I once saw some plants growing in old western boots. 
Don’t forget hanging baskets.  

 

The next item to consider is soil. Dirt from your yard is not recommended; most of our soils lack organic matter. Instead 
opt for a soil-compost mix. You can purchase compost for a reasonable cost at the Sandoval County landfill. They 

charge $6.00 for a trailer or $12.00 for a truck load. If you can get several neighbors involved this might be a good op-
tion.   Another option is making your own soil mix. Books I have read recommend mixing compost with 1 part peat 

moss to 1 part vermiculite. Then you can add any amendments your plants might need.  

 
 

Continued on next page 
 

Container Gardening   by Mike Maurer, SCMG 



 March 2014                                                                                                                  Page 9 

Continued 
 
Deciding what to grow is based on what you like to eat and what your conditions will allow. But by all means grow what 

you like to eat.   For those just starting out I would recommend buying plants from a local nursery. Tomatoes, peppers, 
egg plants, herbs and all manner of vegetables and flowers can be purchased at our local nurseries or big box stores. 

Check out www.TatianasTomatoBase which lists nearly 4,000 different tomatoes. Be sure to pick one that won’t get too 
large for your container. There are many tomatoes that have been developed specifically for containers or compact 

spaces.  Hot and sweet pepper plants, being naturally smaller, are perfect for containers. I grow all of my bell, jalape-
nos, and cooking peppers in containers.  Herbs are also perfect for containers. I fell in love with Basil the first time I 

brushed by a plant and smelled the wonderful aroma.  I have 17 varieties in my container garden!  I can also recom-

mend any of the onion family, garlic, scallions, multiplier, and leeks. Lettuce, radishes, beans, peas, and carrots do well 
in containers but should be started from seed. You can also find bush cucumbers that grow containers. Many seed cata-

logs list vegetables that are great for containers.  Add to this list a simple garden trowel, some hand pruners, and a 
stick or dowel pointed for a dribble, and you have about all the tools you’ll need. 

 

If you would like to start some of your own plants, I encourage you to attend Gardening with the Masters held at the 
Meadowlark Senior Center at 7:00-8:30pm the second Tuesday of each month.  On April 1st the topic will be Growing 

Culinary Herbs. On February 26, Dr. Stephanie Walker of NMSU will be having a seed saving workshop at the Sandoval 
County Extension Office from 9:00-11:00 am.   This year Sandoval County Master gardeners have established the 

Sandoval County Seed Library at the Esther Bone Library. You can select seeds you would like to try and replace them 
with seeds that you have collected from your plants at the end of the season. Membership is free.  For more gardening 

and class information call the Sandoval County Master Gardener Hotline at (505)867-2582. 

 
This article was previously published in the Rio Rancho Observer. 

Container Gardening   by Mike Maurer, SCMG 

http://www.tatianastomatobase/
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Water Ethic Workshop at Tijeras Creek 
Observation, participation, and reflection of our local environment 

 

Sunday, March 9th 
1:30 pm-7:00 pm 

Los Vecinos Community Center 
478 1/2 Old Hwy. 66. Tijeras, NM 

 

$25 includes materials for all activities, creek restoration/rehabilitation workshop, a delicious 

catered dinner from Greenside Café, and documentary Green Fire: Aldo Leopold and a Land 

Ethic for Our Time – payable to New Mexico Interfaith Power and Light. Please contact 

Nancy Carrillo by Monday, March 3rd at nancyeval@gmail.com or (505)934-0680  

to register and for more information.  

 

   

This program has been approved for SCMG  
continuing education credits. 

mailto:nancyeval@gmail.com
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Orchard Management Workshop 
 

Presented by Gordon Tooley 
of Tooley’s Trees  

Hosted by Sandoval County 
Master Gardeners and Open to 
SCMG, AAMG, and SFMGA  

 

Sunday March 2nd 

9:30 AM – 3:30 PM  

at Anasazi Fields Winery 
and Orchards in Placitas 

 

Fee:  $5.00 per person at the door    

 

Pre-Registration required:   http://rsvp.nmsu.edu/rsvp/orchard-management 

What to bring:  Lunch, Hat, Sunscreen, 
Layers for the Outdoors 

Pastry and Cookie Donations are 
Welcome! 

Agenda: 
9:30 – 10:00 am:   Sign-In/ Pay Fee at 
the Winery 
 Coffee, Tea, and Water provided by 

Sandoval County Master Gardeners 
10:00 am – 11: 50 am:   Power Point 

Presentation  
11:50 – 1:00 pm:   Brown Bag Lunch 
 Car pool to the Orchard 
1:00 – 3:30 pm:  Orchard Demonstration 

This program has been approved for SCMG  
continuing education credits. 

http://rsvp.nmsu.edu/rsvp/orchard-management
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  Click on links 

for details 

   1 
 

2 
-SCMG & AAMG 
Orchard Manage-
ment Workshop 9:30
-3:30 

3 4  
-SCMG Training 
-Gardening with the 
Masters “Native 
Plants for ABQ Area 
Landscapes” 

5 
-Bern County Master 
Composters class 
“Home Composting 
Basics” 
-DeLavy House gar-
den 9:00am 

6 
-SWHO Class “Princi-
ples of Xeriscape” 
-Bern County Master 
Composters class 
“Home Composting 
Basics” 
-Master Composters 
class “Composting 
with Worms” 

7 
 

8 
-Seed Library presen-
tation “Orientation 
to the Seed Library” 
-SCMG Advanced 
Class “Site Selection 
for Grapes” 
-Master Composters 
class “Home Com-
posting Basics” 

9 
-“Water Ethic” work-
shop 

10 11 
SCMG Training 

12 
 

13 
-SWHO Class “Gar-
dening in Drought” 
-SCMG Advanced 
Class “Seed Starting 
Tomatoes & Chiles 
for Seed2Need” 

14 
 

15 
Newsletter Articles 
DUE! 
-SCMG Advanced 
Class “Dev. New 
Grape Vines” 
 
 

16 
 

17 
Hotline starts in 
Casita! 

18  
-SCMG Board 
-SCMG Training 
 

19 
 

20 
-SCMG Adv Class 
“Tour Santa Ana 
Nursery & Seed 
Starting” 
-SWHO Class “Com-
posting” 
-Bern County Master 
Composters “Home 
Composting Basics” 

21 
 
 
  

22 
-SCMG Advanced 
Class “Irrigation of 
Grapes” 
- Tree Seedling Give-
away 

23 
 

24 25 

-SCMG Training 

26 
 

27 
-SWHO Class “Herbs” 
-SCMG Advanced 
Class “Soil Health” 
-Bern County Master 
Composters class 
“Home Composting 
Basics” 
-WaterWise Garden 
Spring  Cleanup 

28 
 

 

29 
-SCMG Workshop 
“Pruning grapes”  
-Rio Rancho Tree 
Stewards training 

30 31    
  

SCMG  March 2014  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 Click on links 

for details 

1 
-Gardening with the 
Masters “Growing 
Culinary Herbs” 

2 3 
-WaterWise Garden 

9:00-11:00 

4 5 
 

6 
 

7 8  
-SCMG Training 
 

9 
-Bern County Master 
Composters class 
“Home Composting 
Basics” 
-DeLavy House gar-
den 9:00am 

10 
 

11 
 

12 
 

13 
 

14 15 
Newsletter Articles 
DUE! 
-SCMG Board 
-SCMG Training 
Graduation 

16 
 

17 
-WaterWise Garden 

9:00-11:00 

-Bern County Master 
Composters class 
“Home Composting 
Basics” 

18 
 

19 
-Earth Day Celebra-
tion 
 

20 
 

21 22  
 

23 
 

24 
- 

25 
 
 
  

26 
-Bern County Master 
Composters class 
“Home Composting 
Basics” 

27 
 

28 29 

 

30 
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