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May 2015 

FROM LYNDA’S DESK 

I know it has taken all of your 
inner resolve not to plant in 

your gardens.  The last frost 

date is nearly here, praying 
for mild weather so all those 

beautiful apricots, apples, 
pears, and cherries will turn 

in to bumper luscious crops.  
 

Thanks to the team of Loren 

Meinz, Judy Jacobs, John 
Zarola, and Penny Davis for 

presenting at a successful all 
day gardening workshop April 

18 for the Corrales Historical 

Society in the old San Ysidro 
Church. I am Looking forward 

to doing more workshops in 

communities through-
out the county.  If 

you have any ideas 

for suitable organiza-
tions and venues let 

me know.   
 

I will be off to Port-
land, Maine the first 

weekend in May to 

attend a national extension 
conference on volunteerism.  

I am hoping to network with 
colleagues who mentor and 

manage volunteer programs 

all over the country.  I’m sure 
I’ll come away with some in-

novative ideas for how to im-

prove the Master Gardener 
program as well as some new 

friends.   
 

Be well, and happy garden-

ing. 
 

Lynda 

COORDINATOR’S CORNER 

Spring ushers in many new 
beginnings.  For the SCMG, 
we recognize that our 2015 
interns have taken a major 
step toward becoming master 
gardeners – they have com-
pleted their classroom educa-
tion.  Congratulations to all! 
 
I want to recognize a number 
of individuals who made the 
2015 Intern Training Class so 
successful.  First, Lynda 
Garvin who developed one of 
the best plant identification 
classes I have ever seen.  Ob-
viously Lynda did much more 
but that class was a standout.  
Gretchen Neiman and her reg-
istration team were fabulous 
as always.  Donna Popp, Teri 
Thornton and Beth Chambers 

provided wonderful and wel-
come snacks.  And thank you 
to Judy Carter and her men-
tors for being a guiding force 
for the class members.  Lastly, 
thank you 2015 Intern Train-
ing Class members – we are 
very pleased to have you as 
part of our organization. 
 
This year we surveyed the 
interns about the course itself 
with the objective of identify-
ing possible class improve-
ments.  There were many 
thoughtful suggestions.  The 
SCMG Education Committee is 
tasked to review the survey 
results and make recommen-
dations for improving the 
class.  Natalie Goldberg has 
given us the opportunity to 

rethink our testing procedures 
as well.  So the Education 
Committee will be looking at 
the totality of the intern train-
ing class – from topics to se-
quence to testing. I’m looking 
for volunteers to help with this 
effort.  I’m pleased to say that 
three members of the 2015 
intern training class have al-
ready volunteered – so veter-
ans, if you’re interested in 
participating please contact 
me. 
 
Remember the words of Mar-
garet Atwood: 
 
In the spring, at the end of 
the day, you should smell like 
dirt. 

Sam 

http://sandovalmastergardeners.org
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org
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by Jan Koehler, SCMG Intern 
 

Downsizing and relocating half-way 
across the country to pursue a new life 

adventure brings with it a certain free-
dom to discover the possibilities for 

ensuring that life remains fresh and 

interesting. 
 

Smaller spaces inside and out take less 
time for the household chores, permit-

ting a creative burst to redefine the 
living space to satisfy the sense of self. 

Frequently, that smaller footprint 

seems more confining than expected 
from a visual perspective as well as 

the emotional challenge of placing the 
treasures of life’s past that made the 

trip to the new home. 

 
Fortunately, for the creative gardener, 

increasing living space is a matter of 
walking out the doors of the new 

house and surveying the property to 
ascertain the location and design of 

outdoor “rooms.” 

 
The walled garden is a beautifully es-

tablished space in Rio Rancho as the 
vast majority of neighborhood proper-

ties are already divided by block walls 

for erosion control, leaving no added 
expense to define the boundaries of 

those outdoor rooms. 
 

Watching the sunlight patterns sur-
rounding my house during that first 

year while redecorating and upgrad-

ing my interior space permitted me to 
record the hours of sunlight and de-

fine possible microclimates in the sun-
drenched Southwest, which was dia-

metrically opposed to the oak forest 

property of the upper Midwest, where 
the walls of my property were the 

dense undergrowth of that 60-foot tall 

forest. 
 

Also, I was able to survey the natural 
vegetation of this area and study plant 

species that were most conducive to 

creating a visually appealing landscape 
for my outside rooms while remaining 

water-wise, realistic and successful. 
 

The bones of the landscape surround-
ing my home were executed by a land-

scape contractor and consist of rock, 

pavers and multi-level raised beds, 
complete with a drip irrigation system 

defining the space for the 12’ x 12’ 
pergola with an attached covered 

walkway. 

 
The plant selection and placement, 

however, belonged to me, as nothing 
was more satisfying at the time than 

creating my oasis and watching it de-
velop into the perfect alfresco dining 

room in which to enjoy my morning 

coffee or share an evening meal with 
friends. 

 
The much-needed shade stems from 

the glorious trumpet vine covering the 

pergola. Many grand container gar-
dens and a couple of fountains have 

become colorful additions to this room, 
along with the wrought-iron trellises 

now supporting a variety of twining 

vine species that bloom at different 
times of the growing season. 

Butterflies, other pollinators, humming 
birds and song birds like the plant spe-

cies I selected and present me with 
yet another way to enjoy the beauty of 

our New Mexico desert. 

 

Certainly, 
the differ-

ence be-
tween the 

1.3-acre 

“garden-
decorated” 

oak forest 
with all its 

water and 
shade-loving plants to the comparably 

postage stamp sized-gardens thriving 

in the heat of the New Mexico sun that 
now surround my home is a change 

that I have embraced with great pleas-
ure. 

My garden room is not yet done, as a 

garden is never static and I look for-
ward to interacting with this increased, 

and literally, living space for years to 
come. 

 
 
This article was previously published in the 
Rio Rancho Observer.      

How to 

Get creative with a small garden room  

For the creative gar-
dener, increasing living 
space is a matter of de-
signing outdoor “rooms” 

Butterflies, other polli-
nators, humming birds 
and song birds present 
yet another way to enjoy 
the beauty of our New 
Mexico desert. 

Committee News 

Fund Raising 
Plant Sale 

 

by Julia Runyan, SCMG 

 
The Second Annual SCMG plant sale is 

slated for May 2nd and 3rd at the 
opening of the Idalia Road Market 

Place.  Plant donations are welcome. 
 

If you have any question about the 

event please contact Julia Runyan, 
chairperson.  Contact information is in 

your SCMG roster, or email scmgnews-
letter@gmail.com for information. 

http://www.rrobserver.com/
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New website provides fast 
and easy online signup 
 

By Deborah Goss 
SCMG Outreach Coordinator 

 
A new feature is now available to sign 

up for Hotline Duty on the Sandoval 

County Master Gardener's web site.  
Please begin to use the online volun-

teer sign up for Hotline Duty as we are 

phasing out the old paper copy of the 
calendar for Hotline sign up.   

  
It's a new, fast and easy way to sign 

up.  Just visit the web site and click on 
the drop down menu entitled 

"Projects".  A menu will appear with a 

link to "Volunteer Sign Up".  Click on 
the month and date you want to sign 

up.   Then sign up.  (See the website 
image below).  You will receive a con-

firmation email that you have success-

fully signed up.  You will also receive 
an email reminder 3 days before your 

scheduled volunteer duty. 
  

Contact Deborah Goss or Carol Grop-
pell, Outreach Coordinators if you have 

any questions regarding the new sign 

up procedure.  Contact info is in your 
SCMG roster, or email scmgnewslet-

ter@gmail.com.   
 

Procedure Change 

Hotline  Signup Changes 

by Gretchen Nieman, SCMG Fund 

Raising Committee Chair 
 

The fund raising committee is selling 
tickets for two quilts being raffled off. 

The drawing will be just before the 
close of The Corrales Garden Tour 

on June 6th. Both quilts will be dis-

played at the Kirby Garden during the 

tour for your last minute ticket pur-

chases. 
 

Prior to the tour you can purchase 
tickets at the following: 

   The Ker Bloom quilt will be dis-

played at Quilts Ole at 3923 Corrales 

Rd., Corrales M-F 9:30-5, Sat. 9-5. 
   The NMQA donated quilt will be at 

Idalia Market May 9, 9-2 & May 10, 

10-2, at The Corrales Growers Mar-
ket May 17 & 24 9 -12, and at Jericho 

Nursery May 30 & 31, 9-2. 
 

Thank you from your Fund Raising 
Committee.   
  

Committee News 

Fund Raising Quilt Raffle  
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Although lilacs come in 
many colors, the most fa-
miliar is the purple. 
 
Common Lilac 
Scientific Name: Syringa vulgaris 

Common Name: Lilac 
Type: Perennial shrub 

Family: Oleacea 
Native Range: North America above 

 latitude 48 

Zone:  3-7 
Height: 20 ft at maturity 

Bloom Time: Early spring in NM 
Bloom Description: purple  

Sun: Full sun to part shade 
Water: Medium 

Maintenance: Medium 

Suggested Use:  Specimen planting or 
 hedge 

Flower: Fragrant 
Leaf: green with medium texture 

Attracts: Butterflies 

Tolerate: CaCO3, pH 5.8- 7.8, moder-
ate drought, and all soil textures 

 
Culture 

The ideal lilac shrub has about 10 
canes.  Although lilacs do come in 

seven different colors, the most famil-

iar is the purple color of the common 
lilac, Syringa vulgaris, which blooms in 

New Mexico in early spring filling the 
breeze with its heavenly scent.  Lilacs 

are very hardy, growing easily in zones 

3-7, and are low maintenance.  Mini-
mal work is required to produce copi-

ous amounts of fragrant blooms each 
year.  Growth is upward to 20 feet, 

but keeping it pruned so the annual 
blossom production is at eye level is 

truly a treat for the senses.  The fra-

grant flowers are good for cutting and 
attractive to butterflies.  The dense 

foliage for the rest of the season 
makes for a nice screen or a hedge 

between neighbors or different areas 

of a home landscape plan when 
planted 5-15 feet apart, depending on 

variety.  Lilacs may be planted in 
spring or in fall. 

Care 

Each spring, apply a layer of com-

post under the plant, followed by 

mulch to retain moisture and control 

weeds. Apply  

 

water during the summer if rainfall is 

less than 1 inch per week.  Lilacs 

won't bloom if they're over-fertilized 

with a nitrogen rich fertilizer. They 

can handle a handful of 10-10-10 in 

late winter, but no more. After the 

lilac bush has finished blooming, 

prune the bush to shape it, and re-

move suckers at the same time. 

 

Pruning Lilacs 

Lilacs bloom on old wood, so it's 

critical to prune in the spring right 

after they bloom. Pruning later in the 

summer may be removing flower 

buds set for the next season.  Every 

year after bloom, remove any dead  

 

see “lilac” p. 5 

Plant of the Month  
by Jan Koehler, SCMG Intern 

J. Koehler 
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lilac—from p.4 

 

wood. Prune out the oldest canes 

(down to the ground). Remove the 

small suckers. Cut back weak 

branches to a strong shoot. Cut back 

tall canes to eye height .  If the lilac 

is old and in really bad shape, re-

move one third of the oldest canes 

(down to the ground) in year one, 

half of the remaining old wood in 

year two, and the rest of the old 

wood in year three.  Another option 

for old lilacs is to chop the entire 

shrub back to about 6 or 8 inches 

high. It sounds drastic, but lilacs are 

very hardy. The downside to this 

option is that it takes a few years to 

grow back. The upside is less work 

and more reward, as the lilac will 

grow back bursting with blooms. It 

must be recognized that severe 

pruning results in the loss of blooms 

for one to three years. For these rea-

sons, a wise pruning program aims 

to avoid severe and drastic cuts by 

giving the bushes annual attention.  

 

Problems 

Lilacs are prone to attack by slugs and 
snails.  Powdery white mildew may 

appear in areas where summers are 
hot and humid which may be un-

sightly, but apparently does no harm 

to the shrub. 
 

http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?
symbol=SYVU 

http://www.almanac.com/plant/lilacs 
http://www.gardeningknowhow.com/o

rnamental/shrubs/lilac/lilac-care-

growing-and-planting-lilac-bush-
plants.htm  

by Connie Walsh  

SCMG Life Member 
 

Spring has bloomed along with sneez-
ing, 35 mile an hour head winds, and 

the opportunity to come and help at 
the Water Wise Garden (WWG). 

 

This year the crew is busy pruning the 
Theresa Bugnet Rose hedge along the 

entry way fence all the way back to 
the North end of the Esther Bone Li-

brary.  This is a sticky- prickly task.   

 
The Bugnet Rose was hybridized in 

1941 and is shade tolerant.  This rose 
blooms on new wood and a good 

pruning promotes new growth.  I'm 
not sure our hedge has ever been 

pruned. 

 
This season the crew has completed a 

spiral flagstone feature in the Lands 
End Garden, painted our Tool Shed, 

dug out several dead shrubs, weeded 

the meadows, and figured out we will 
be fixing the irrigation system again!   

 

We welcome all to come and lend a 

hand.  We meet on the first Thursday 
of the month at 8:30am until 11:00am.  

Our next work day is May 7th and we 
will continue the rose pruning and be-

gin plant labeling.   

 

Congratulations to the Graduating In-
terns!  I’m looking forward to meeting 

you at the party! 
 
 

Project News 

WaterWise Garden Update  

S. Trevor 

 

Why try to explain miracles to your kids when you can just have them 
plant a garden?   Robert Brault 

http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=SYVU
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=SYVU
http://www.almanac.com/plant/lilacs
http://www.gardeningknowhow.com/ornamental/shrubs/lilac/lilac-care-growing-and-planting-lilac-bush-plants.htm
http://www.gardeningknowhow.com/ornamental/shrubs/lilac/lilac-care-growing-and-planting-lilac-bush-plants.htm
http://www.gardeningknowhow.com/ornamental/shrubs/lilac/lilac-care-growing-and-planting-lilac-bush-plants.htm
http://www.gardeningknowhow.com/ornamental/shrubs/lilac/lilac-care-growing-and-planting-lilac-bush-plants.htm
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by Newsletter Staff 

Our own SCMG Tom Neiman has writ-
ten a short novel titled Bête 

Noire (Dark Beast), a tale of murder 

and its resolution.  

 
Tom has entered it in a writing com-

petition that behaves somewhat like a 
popularity contest and he could use 

your help. If you’d like to read Tom’s 
story, you can download a free copy 

at freeditorial.com. If the website 

presents itself in a foreign language, 
go to the left side of the language bar 

and select ENGLISH. Below the lan-
guage bar is a box titled SEARCH by 

title or author. Type in Neiman and 

click on the magnifying glass to the 
right. You will be taken to Bête Noire 

and the synopsis of the novel. Please 

check the LIKE box and select a 
DOWNLOAD (e-reader, Kindle or PDF) 

or send as a gift. Feel free to SHARE 
this message with family, friends ac-

quaintances and of course, other 
writers.  

 

Tom would appreciate your support.  
Let him know what you think of his 

story.  
 

Access to Bête Noire will end on June 
4, 2015.     

When Tom Neiman isn’t 
gardening, he writes sto-
ries.  Read Tom’s latest 
and vote for it online. 

Sidelines  

SCMG’s Latest Novella Available Free 

 

Tom Neiman is a member of The Corrales Writing Group, which has been selected 
as finalists in the New Mexico Press Women’s Excellence in Communications con-
test in the short stories category for their independently published 2014 Anthology. 
Twenty judges from across the U.S.A. including national award-winning writers, 
reporters, photographers and media communicators contributed meaningful com-
ments for each New Mexico entry. 

by Therese Barts 

SCMG Life Member 

 
Here is a young lady learning about 

the importance of pack animals during 
Spanish Colonial days in New Mexico 

at Heritage Day at Casa San Ysidro.   

On Saturday, May 16 from 9:30 am to 
4 pm the SCMG will be at the Casa 

teaching young visitors like this girl 

about the importance of plants in New 

Mexico history.  We will help the chil-
dren plant corn, beans, sunflowers, 

and marigolds in their own 4-pack 
planter enclosed in its own mini-

greenhouse.   Please contact Therese 
Barts to join us for near effortless, but 

fulfilling SCMG volunteer hours 

(contact information is in your SCMG 
roster, or email scmgnewslet-

ter@gmail.com).  

Volunteer Hours 

Heritage Day at Casa San Ysidro 

Corrales Heritage Day is 
a spring celebration of 
the village's history  

Teach planting activities 
with NM historical sig-
nificance  to children T. Barts 

http://freeditorial.com/
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by Cherry Payne 

Santa Fe Master Gardener 
 

Though I hold the badge of a Master 
Gardener, I think of myself as a Master 

Gardener In Name Only, especially 

when it comes to vegetables. For some 
reason, growing them seems to be a 

daunting task to me, from managing 
hoop houses in the springtime, to fig-

uring out barriers and the timing of 
planting to deal with garden pests—

both of the rodent and insect varieties. 

So, this year is my inaugural year to 
grow vegetables.  

 
In looking for guidance, I came across 

a sweet little book by Julie Behrend 

Weinberg. It is not a new book—it was 
published in 1985—but, in a compact 

yet comprehensive 90 pages or so, she 
addresses local gardening challenges 

starting with what she calls The Trou-

blesome Trio: climate, water and soil. 
She gives good advice on how to de-

termine what kinds of soils you have 
and what to do about them, encourag-

ing gardeners to use raised beds. She 
then addresses tactics to use to build 

soils, from composting to using what 

she calls green manures which are 
grains and legumes that are grown to 

be turned back into the soil. She also 

discusses why nitrogen (N), phospho-
rous (P), and potassium (K) are impor-

tant for plants and how to fnd natural 
sources of those minerals, noting the 

destructive characteristics of chemical 
fertilizers.  

 

Of course, no basic gardening book 
would be complete without a discus-

sion of watering systems (she prefers 
drip), mulching, and garden planning. 

She then has an excellent chapter 

called “Vegetables and Their Culture in 
the High Desert,” which discusses 

ways to address our late growing sea-
son, seed starting, how to harden 

seedlings, and transplanting them into 
the garden. The chapter ends with a 

discussion of vegetables commonly 

grown in this area, with an excellent 
section on the realities of tomatoes. 

However, in the 35 years since this 
book was first published, there are 

many varieties of tomatoes that can do 

well in our harsh environment.  
 

She has an excellent chapter on how 
to encourage beneficial garden critters 

and to control pests, as well as what 

to do about plant diseases.  
 

Her last section discusses orchards and 
ends with some recommendations for 

drought-tolerant trees, shrubs, and 
perennials. This section should be 

taken with a grain of salt, as some of 

her suggestions (salt cedar and as-
pens, for instance) are no longer rec-

ommended due to the invasive nature 

of the former and our unfavorable cli-

mate for the latter.  

 
All in all, however, this book looks like 

it will be an excellent reference to 
guide me as I take my gardening ef-

forts in a new direction.  

 
Weinberg, Julie Behrend. Growing 

Food In the High Desert Country. 
Santa Fe: Sunstone Press. 1985. 

$12.95. ISBN 978-0-86534-066-4.  
 
Article reprinted with permission from April 
2015 Santa Fe Master Gardener Newslet-
ter.  Photo courtesy of amazon.com  

Book Review 

Growing Food in the High Desert Country  

Compact yet comprehen-
sive book addresses local 
gardening challenges 

Education Committee looking for volunteers 
 
The SCMG Education Committee works in cooperation with the Coordinator, Assistant Coordinator and 
County Extension Agent to schedule SCMG continuing education classes, workshops, demonstrations, and 
tours. In addition to contacting and securing the presenters and scheduling the educational event, the 
Education Committee helps secure the class venue and work with the Extension Office, Board of Direc-
tors, and other committees with the promotion and management of the continuing education events.  If 
you are interested in participating, contact Sam Thompson (see your SCMG roster or email scmgnewslet-
ter@gmail.com for contact information). 
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by Charlene Spiegel, SCMG 

 
The Rio Rancho Tree Steward Program 

teams with SCMG expertise regarding 
the care and maintenance of the park 

trees within Rio Rancho. SCMGs help 

organize training programs for citizens 
who sign up to be Tree Steward Volun-

teers for a period of one year service. 
The Steering Committee helps provide 

expert teachers in the field of arbori-
culture through connections with 

NMSU professors. 

 
Citizens of Rio Rancho who become 

Tree Stewards learn basic tree care in 
a desert setting. The SCMGs who as-

sist share their interest in preserving 

the urban forest for green spaces in a 
drought situation. 

 
A Tree Steward takes the training and 

agrees to walk his or her neighborhood 

park and submit an observation form 
to Keep Rio Rancho Beautiful four 

times a year. The form provides the 
Park Department with information 

about the condition of the trees in the 
park.  

 

The intent is to have a minimum of 
two Tree Stewards for each of the 57 

parks in Rio Rancho. 
 

The time spent walking the park will 
vary based on the size of the park and 

the speed of the Tree Steward. 

 
The mission of this volunteer opportu-

nity is to engage the citizens of Rio 
Rancho in stewardship of the urban 

forest, through hands-on learning 

about the care of urban trees. 
 

One  goal is to promote awareness of 
the environmental benefits of an urban 

forest. This, then, improves the com-
munity’s appearance, and increases 

the quality of life of every citizen. 

Volunteers are being accepted for the 
2015 Spring Tree Stewards training. 

Training includes: 

 
Session I: “Tree Identification and 

Biology” 
Saturday, 05/09/15  8:30A – 3:30P  

  by Joran Viers, Albuquerque City For-
ester  

 

Session II: “Tree Disease and Diag-

nosis”  

Saturday, 05/16/15  9AM – 3PM  
  by John Garlisch, Bernalillo County 

Extension Agricultural Agent  
 

Session III: “Tree Pruning and Tree 

Wells” 
Saturday, 05/23/15 9AM – 3PM  

  By Graeme Davis, Bernalillo County 
Extension Horticulturist 

 
Call 896-8389 to register.   

Project News 

Tree Steward Training Starts Soon  

Professional arborists, 
horticulturists will pro-
vide volunteer training 

Volunteers are being ac-
cepted for 2015 Spring 
Tree Steward training 

SCMG Life Member Connie Walsh co-
chairs the Tree Steward project with 
SCMG Charlene Spiegel.  

SCMGs who assist share 
their interest in preserv-
ing the urban forest 

Staff 

 
Tuesday, April 21 marked the gradua-

tion celebration for the 2015 class of 
Interns.  SCMGs gathered at Hendron 

Hall at the beautiful San Ysidro church 
in Corrales for a tremendous potluck 

luncheon.  Interns were awarded their 

graduation certificates showing com-
pletion of the classroom educational 

requirements.   

 
In order to become Sandoval 

County Master Gardeners, 
Interns must complete their vol-

unteer hour requirements before 
the annual meeting in Septem-

ber. 

 
Congratulations, Interns!     

SCMG Events 

Graduation Potluck  

M. Stoy 
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by Charlene Spiegel, SCMG 

 

Tree Seedling Giveaway  
Over 1500 seedlings were given away on 

Saturday, 03/21/15, by the City of Rio 
Rancho to over 400 Rio Rancho resi-

dents! Rio Rancho Tree Stewards and 
students from Cleveland High School 

assisted in handing out tree seedlings 
and educating residents on the impor-

tance of trees in our community.  

 
Tree Steward Annual Report pre-

sented to Rio Rancho City Council  
Lifetime SCMG and RR Tree Steward 

Connie Walsh delivered an excellent 
presentation to the Rio Rancho City 

Council on Wednesday, 03/25/15, at City 
Hall. The report received outstanding 

remarks of gratitude and kudos from 

each of the council members, acknowl-
edging the incredible dedication of the 

Tree Stewards and their efforts to edu-
cate the community through volunteer-

ism. 
 

Spring 2015 Tree Steward Training 

This Month! 
See the article on page 8. 

 

Water Wise Garden : 
We welcome SCMG’s to work with the 

Rio Rancho Tree Stewards in this beauti-
ful demonstration garden. Volunteers 

meet monthly on the first Thursday 
from 8:30AM – 11AM (unless other-

wise noted) and the next project day will 
be 05/07/15 at: 

  950 Pinetree Rd. SE 

  Rio Rancho, NM 87124 
(Between U.S. Post Office and Esther 

Bone Library) 

 

Please contact Connie Walsh if you 

would like to be included in the WWG 
Work Day notification emails (see your 

SCMG roster, or email scmgnewslet-

ter@gmail.com)  
 

 
Water Wise Garden “Walk and Talk”  

Come enjoy this garden in full bloom on 
Friday, 08/28/15 from 6PM – 

8:30PM and the ongoing projects ac-
complished through the partnership of 

the Rio Rancho Tree Stewards and the 

Sandoval County Master Gardeners.  
 

 

Earth Day Celebration  

An Earth Day celebration was held 
04/18/15 at the WWG. Rio Rancho Direc-

tor of Parks and Recreation Jay Hart, 

along with Rio Rancho City Councilor 
Mark Scott attended the unveiling of the 

WWG tool shed art - the combined pro-
ject of WWG, SCMG, and RR Tree Stew-

ards - which was designed by Rio Ran-
cho High School Tree Steward Zandi Ca-

biltes. The award, a $100 Visa Gift Card 

kindly provided by the Sandoval County 
Master Gardeners and Coordinator Sam 

Thompson, was presented to her parents 
(Zandi was taking her SAT test). 

 
Games for young children, Dilly Bars, 

and demonstrations by Rio Rancho Fire 
and Police Departments were enjoyed by 

all.  

Project News 

Tree Stewards & WWG News 

The side of the WWG tool shed has been painted with artwork designed by 
Rio Rancho High School Tree Steward Zandi Cabiltes.  Zandi  was pre-
sented with a $100 gift card for submitting the winning design. 

SCMG Coordinator Sam Thompson presents a gift card to winning artist 
Zandi Cabiltes’ mother Eva.  From L-R: RR Councilor Mark Scott; RR Director 
of Parks Jay Hart; Coordinator Sam Thompson; SCMG Co-Chair WaterWise 
Garden Charlene Spiegel;  Zandi Cabiltes’ mom Eva Cabiltes, brother Justin 
Cabiltes, and father Zandro Cabiltes; and SCMG Life Member Co-Chair Water 
Wise Garden Connie Walsh.  

Koryn Misbach  
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by Nancy Bresenham, SCMG 

Nominating Committee Chair 
 

The Nominating Committee is currently 
seeking interested candidates to run 

for the 2016 open SCMG Board posi-
tions in preparation of the September 

Annual Meeting election.  Veteran Mas-

ter Gardeners and 2015 Interns in 
good standing may run for these posi-

tions.    
 

SCMG Board Positions Open for the 

2016 Election at the Annual Meeting  
in September: 

 Coordinator (1-year term) 

 Asst Coordinator (1-year term) 

 Secretary (2-year term) 

 Member-at-Large (2-year term) 

 

For information on the SCMG elected 

board of directors, term limits and du-
ties refer to SCMG Bylaws Article V, 

http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/
wp-content/uploads/2014/02/scmg-by-

laws-approved-on-9222012-.pdf. 
 

For detailed job descriptions on the 

Board of Directors and Committee 
Chairs, refer to the SCMG Jobs De-

scription document, http://
sandovalmastergardeners.org/wp-

content/uploads/2014/09/Job-

Descriptions-for-SCMG-August-
2014.pdf. 

 
Or, just ask one of the one of the 

Nominating Committee members (see 
below) about the 2016 open board 

positions, the nominating process and 

the year-end balloting process.  You 

may also want to attend one of the 

upcoming board meetings to see how 
the board operates.  Check the calen-

dar for board meeting dates and times. 
 

The Nominating committee appreciates 
hearing from our members on poten-

tial candidates, too.  The committee 

will be meeting during the next few 
months to discuss member talents, 

volunteer histories and backgrounds 
leading to the slate of 2016 board can-

didates.     

Please contact Nancy Bresenham, 

JoAnn Beuerle, Sandy Liakus, or Julia 
Runyan to tell us about yourself or a 

suggested candidate.  Contact infor-

mation is in your SCMG roster. Or 
email SCMGnewsletter@gmail.com.   

Election 

Openings for 2016 Board  

by Sandy Liakus, SCMG, 
  Past SCMG Coordinator 
 
It is estimated that close to 40 Sandoval 
County Master Gardeners will be volunteer-
ing at the June 7th 2015 6th Annual Corrales 
Garden Tour in varying capacities.   SCMG 
volunteers will be answering garden ques-
tions, handing out promotional materials, 
and selling raffle tickets for the SCMG quilt 
fund raiser at a table located at the en-
trance to the Kirby Garden.   The brunt of 
the SCMG volunteers will be serving shifts 

as garden docents at each of the six gar-
dens featured on the 2015 tour.     Some 
of the Sandoval County Master Gardeners 
will be assigned to specific education mis-
sions at the tour as explained below.     
 
 Three of the gardens on the tour will fea-
ture Master Gardener experts to demon-
strate specific gardening techniques and/or 
conservation features utilized by the prop-
erty owners.  For example, at the Schnei-
der Garden you can learn about Rain Wa-
ter Harvesting and the use of Grey Water 
to supplement irrigation in the landscape 

and the use of mulch to preserve moisture 
in the soil.    At the Clemente property 
you will see raised vegetable beds and 
learn about the space saving concept of 
“Square Foot” gardening.    
 
Working with different soil types will be 
part of the Master Gardener conversation 
throughout the 
tour.  The art of 
improving soils 
through the 
“Lasagna” method 

of composting will 
be demonstrated 
at the Vesely 
property, and you’ll 
learn about the 
role of acequia 
water in maintain-
ing the magnificent 
cottonwood trees 
in Corrales.    
And, of course, 
Master Gardeners 
will be available in 
each garden to help 

identify plants and explain their mainte-
nance.    
For more information on the 2015 Corrales 

Garden Tour and ticket purchasing infor-

mation click on  

www.corrales-gardentour.com.   

Outreach 

SCMGs to Play Major Education Role  
at Corrales Garden Tour   

The SCMG information table had many visitors in 2014. 

M. Stoy 

http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/scmg-by-laws-approved-on-9222012-.pdf
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/scmg-by-laws-approved-on-9222012-.pdf
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/scmg-by-laws-approved-on-9222012-.pdf
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Job-Descriptions-for-SCMG-August-2014.pdf
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Job-Descriptions-for-SCMG-August-2014.pdf
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Job-Descriptions-for-SCMG-August-2014.pdf
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Job-Descriptions-for-SCMG-August-2014.pdf
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Job-Descriptions-for-SCMG-August-2014.pdf
http://www.corrales-gardentour.com
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By Newsletter Staff 

 
The Sandoval County Historical Soci-

ety’s mission is to preserve the history 
of Sandoval County.  The society 

meets at the Edmond J. DeLavy 
House, which was donated to the soci-

ety upon Mr. DeLavy’s death in 1989.  

The society conducts educational pro-
grams and maintains historical ar-

chives at this location.  Monthly speak-
ers programs and art exhibits are free 

and open to the public.  More informa-

tion about the Sandoval County His-
torical Society can be found at: 

http://www.sandovalhistory.org 
 

The DeLavy House sits on two and 

one-half acres of homestead land.  It 
is located at 151 Edmond Road in Ber-

nalillo, on the north side of US 550.  It 

lies west of the 

Rio Grande, be-
tween the Santa 

Ana Star Casino 
and the road to 

Coronado State 
Monument. 

 

Sandoval 
County Master 

Gardeners have 
established a pro-

ject to maintain 

the grounds in-
cluding a south-

west garden 
area, which exhibits sustainable plants 

and trees in a real-world low water 
environment.  The garden shows xeric 

vegetation at maturity, and demon-

strates favorable plant placement.  

Opportunities exist at DeLavy House to 

help you meet your SCMG volunteer 
hour requirement.  Contact Charlotte 

Wilson (see your SCMG roster, or email 

scmgnewsletter@gmail.com for info). 

SCMG Project 

The DeLavy House Garden  

Project News 

HOMEscape Solutions 
by Charlene Spiegel, SCMG 

 
Formerly an 8-week course, this pro-

ject has been revamped to a new and 
improved 4-week course, consisting of 

four workshop classes to learn how to 

create your personal dream “HOME-
scape”.  

 
You will be inspired to complete your 

landscape project as you learn the 
tools for site planning and project 

management, as well as cultivate a 

long term vision of your “dream-
scape”. Course work focuses on artistic 

landscape design and includes aspects 
of Permaculture, Xeriscaping, Feng 

Shui, Southwest Native Plants, hard-

scape essentials, basic tree care and 
maintenance - plus much, much more! 

 
The four classes will meet on Friday 

night from 6:30PM to 9:30PM, and 
Saturday from 10AM to 3PM, beginning 

August 21st and 22nd, 2015, and again 

on Friday and Saturday, September 
11th and 12th, with a two week period 

between classes for team home visits 
and “hands-on” project startups. The 

course culminates by sharing our pro-
jects and celebrating our experiences 

during the last Saturday class.  

 
Classes are held at the Sandoval 

County Extension Center.  The course 
fee is $85/person and includes a com-

plete materials and resource kit, Friday 
night appetizers and Saturday lunches; 
participants are requested to commit 
to the entire 4-week course.  
 

This class is limited to 20 participants 
and fills up fast, so sign up early – 

however, your confirmed registration 
will NOT be complete until your fee 

has been paid.  

 
To register, contact the Sandoval 

County Extension office at (505) 867-
2582, or contact Cathryne Richards 

(see your SCMG roster or email 
scmgnewsletter@gmail.com for infor-

mation).   

A STEP IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION -  These photos show some of the artistic 
landscape design using native plants as taught in HOMEscapes Solutions. 

http://www.sandovalhistory.org
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Advanced Class 

Yes - we are all leaders  
 

by Sandy Liakus, SCMG, 

  Past SCMG Coordinator, 
and Charlene Spiegel, SCMG 

 
We are all leaders. That was the 

message conveyed throughout the 1-

1/2 hour long presentation on 
“Volunteers as Leaders” for all 

Sandoval County Master Gardeners. 
This first–time ever Project Leadership 

Training was conducted by Sandy Lia-
kus and Charlene Spiegel on Friday, 

03/27/15, at the Sandoval County Ex-

tension Center and was attended by 
over 25 Master Gardeners and SCMG 

Interns.  
 

The focus of the training was on 

“developing the leadership abilities of 
the volunteers,” which happens to be 

the second subject of our SCMG Mis-
sion Statement found in the SCMG 

Handbook.   The presentation included 
a review of our Shared Values of Edu-

cation, Cooperation, Self Sufficiency, 

Service and Communication - the pil-
lars of our SCMG organization – and 

how they connect to our outreach and 
volunteer projects.  Hot topics of dis-

cussion were managing “Volunteer 

Expectations vs. Realty”, as well as the 
ongoing challenges of Volunteer Re-

cruitment, Volunteer Retention, and 
Project Leader Succession.   SCMG 

volunteer leadership abilities are devel-

oped through various “on-the-project” 
learning opportunities taught or dem-

onstrated by other Master Gardeners.  

Did you know that teaching others is 
the most effective way to learn?  
 
The How-To’s in effective communica-

tion for project leaders and volunteers 
and publicizing projects were included 

in the class.   A packet of important 
forms and documents, such as the 

“New Project Form”, “Budget Request 
Form” and examples of project proto-

cols were provided to each participant.   
Participants requested that all Project 

Protocols be made available for view-

ing on our SCMG web site members’ 
page. 

 
Responses to the “Focus Questions” 

and verbal comments were reviewed 

and summarized.  The Project Leader 
Training Workshop will be repeated in 

the Fall of 2015 and expanded based 
on the participant responses and the 

range of leadership experience of our 

members.  The next time the Project 
Leadership Training will be presented 

in two parts: the first segment will fo-
cus on the “nuts and bolts” of Project 

Leadership – the forms, the process, 
and project requirements; and the sec-

ond segment will be a “round table” 

forum consisting of experienced SCMG 
project leaders.    

 
Also, coming soon – two “ready to go” 

packets will be created to assist future 

SCMG volunteers; one will consist of all 
the documents that are necessary for 

new SCMG Project Leaders, and the 
other will contain materials for Out-

reach events – SCMG brochures, hand-
outs, sign-up sheets, etc. Both will be 

packaged in clearly marked manila 
envelopes and be available in the Ca-

sita at the Extension Office.  
 

Again, this was a first time ever SCMG 

Project Leader Training Workshop, and 
we welcome hearing back from other 

SCMG members on how to improve 
our process of training SCMG leaders.  

Click here for SCMG Project Leader 

Training Focus Questions.  Please 
email your responses to scmgclass-

reg@gmail.com, or drop off a hard 
copy to Lynda Garvin at the Extension 

Office.     

 
Thanks again to all who attended the 

first SCMG Project Leadership Training 
Class!  You all have made this a 

unique learning experience!    
Teaching others is the 
most effective way to 
learn We reviewed the pillars 

of our SCMG organiza-
tion: 
shared values of educa-
tion, cooperation, self-
sufficiency, service and 
communication 

http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/Leadership-Workshop-Focus-Questions-3.27.15.pdf
mailto:scmgclassreg@gmail.com
mailto:scmgclassreg@gmail.com
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29 30    

NOTE: the 

official SCMG 
calendar is 

on the web-
site 

Click on links 

for details 
 
Telephone Hotline  
Daily 9:00-12:00, 
1:30-4:30 in the 
Casita 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

       

 SCMG Board Meet-
ings  Third Tuesday 
of month, Sandoval 
County Extension 
Office, 3:00pm 

     

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

SCMG June 2015 

-Corrales Growers 
Market 9:00am-
12:00pm  

   -New Beginnings  
9:30-11:00am 

  

  -Gardening With the 
Masters:  Container 
Gardening 

-DeLavy House gar-
den 9-11am 

-WaterWise Garden 
8:30-11:00am 
-New Beginnings  
9:30-11:00am 

 -Home Depot Plant 
Clinic 10am-2pm 

-Corrales Growers 
Market 9:00am-
12:00pm  

Newsletter Articles 
DUE! 

-SCMG Board 3-5pm  -New Beginnings  
9:30-11:00am 

  

-Corrales Growers 
Market 9:00am-
12:00pm  

  -DeLavy House gar-
den 9-11am 

-New Beginnings  
9:30-11:00am 

 -Seed2Need 7-9am 
-Santa Ana Plant 
Clinic 10am-2pm 

-Corrales Growers 
Market 9:00am-
12:00pm  

      

       

http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/corrales-growers-market/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/corrales-growers-market/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/corrales-growers-market/
http://aces.nmsu.edu/county/sandoval/mastergardener/la-buena-vida-garden-in-.html
http://aces.nmsu.edu/county/sandoval/mastergardener/gardening-with-the-maste.html
http://aces.nmsu.edu/county/sandoval/mastergardener/gardening-with-the-maste.html
http://aces.nmsu.edu/county/sandoval/mastergardener/gardening-with-the-maste.html
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/delavy-house-garden/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/delavy-house-garden/
http://aces.nmsu.edu/county/sandoval/mastergardener/water-wise--garden.html
http://aces.nmsu.edu/county/sandoval/mastergardener/la-buena-vida-garden-in-.html
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/plant-clinics/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/plant-clinics/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/corrales-growers-market/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/corrales-growers-market/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/corrales-growers-market/
http://aces.nmsu.edu/county/sandoval/mastergardener/la-buena-vida-garden-in-.html
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/corrales-growers-market/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/corrales-growers-market/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/corrales-growers-market/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/delavy-house-garden/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/delavy-house-garden/
http://aces.nmsu.edu/county/sandoval/mastergardener/la-buena-vida-garden-in-.html
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/seed2need-2/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/plant-clinics/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/plant-clinics/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/corrales-growers-market/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/corrales-growers-market/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/corrales-growers-market/

