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October 2015 

FROM LYNDA’S DESK 

With the passage of the fall equi-
nox on September 21, it’s offi-
cially autumn. The garden is dy-
ing back; leaves are turning 
color, crisp mornings, apple har-
vests, and saving seeds. Now 
that Mother Nature is settling in 
for a rest I am gearing up for the 
2016 Master Gardener Training. I 
will have the first planning meet-
ing with Bernalillo and Valencia 
Counties on September 30th.  
Congratulations to all the new 
Master Gardener Members. 
Thank you all for the good food 
and your attendance at the 

graduation and annual meeting. 
It was a lovely afternoon. 
Thank you to all the volunteers 
for setting up, pulling down, and 
participating in the program. A 
special thanks to Julia Runyan for 
chairing the event committee. I 
would like to say a big thank you 
to Sam Thompson for her tireless 
energy, creativity, and leadership 
over the past year as the Coordi-
nator. It was great working with 
you and I look forward to work-
ing with Barbara Dawson and the 
board.  
Project Chairs remember to get 
your annual project reports to 

me by October 21st and any 
attendance sheets from October 
1, 2014 until September 30, 
2015. Project report forms can 
be found on the SCMG website. 
If the form intimidates you write 
a brief description and include 
the number of Master Gardener 
volunteers, other volunteers, and 
participants with demographics 
(female/male, white, Hispanic, 
etc.) If you don’t have that infor-
mation, simply report the num-
bers. Any information is better 
than no information. 
 

Be well, Lynda 

COORDINATOR’S CORNER 

Hello fellow Master Gardeners.  
As the new SCMG coordinator, I 
thought it would be good to in-
troduce myself to you.  I’m really 
best one-on-one so here’s me in 
print!  :) 
 
I’m a native of NM.  I was born 
in Farmington … my dad owned 
an apple orchard when I was a 
baby and gardened some 
(mostly alfalfa fields) while I was 
in elementary school.  In high 
school (Manzano here in Albu-
querque), we had a very small 
garden behind our home.  That’s 
where I learned to wash lettuce!  
My first salad from the garden 
had several small green caterpil-
lars in it! 
 
I’ve dabbled in gardening for 
many years and most of what 
I’ve learned, I’ve learned though 
books.  The first books I picked 
up were on square-foot garden-
ing, double digging, companion 

planting and drip irrigation.  I 
pulled out a lawn, double dug 
the ground, and bought seeds in 
the fall in 1997 in preparation to 
GARDEN the next year.  Then my 
husband & I moved the next 
spring to Dallas!  That grand 
garden became a 2x6 foot raised 
bed on the patio of a south fac-
ing apartment! 
 
We moved back to Albuquerque 
in 1992 and rented a small casita 
near Paseo del Norte and Rio 
Grande.  With permission of the 
owner, I roto tilled a large plot of 
ground near his apple orchards, 
started the seeds in a cold 
frame, laid out an elaborate drip 
irrigation system, transplanted 
the plants when they were big 
enough, companion planted the 
garden and mulched the whole 
area with 2-3 inches of hay.  I 
had a fantastic harvest and very 
few weeds.  In the fall I remem-
ber picking a bushel of tomatoes 

a week and canning them. What 
a joyous FIRST real garden. 
 
My husband, 4 kids and I moved 
to Corrales in 2007 and I com-
pleted SCMG training in 2010.  I 
have enjoyed dabbling in small 
home vegetable garden and 
even more, have enjoyed volun-
teering with Seed2Need, the 
Corrales Garden Tour, & Land-
mark Trees.  This year we put an 
in-ground Koi & Gold Fish pond 
in our back yard.  Woo Hoo!!  
Another learning experience with 
plants, fish and water. 
 
I’m excited to be the Coordinator 
for 2016.  I look forward to put-
ting more names to faces (please 
wear your SCMG Name TAGS!), 
and getting to know you, the 
Master Gardeners as we all fol-
low our passions with plants.  
 

- Barbara Dawson 

http://sandovalmastergardeners.org
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org
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by Jan Koehler, SCMG 

 
Boston Ivy 

Scientific Name:  Parthenocissus tricuspi-

data 
Other Common Name: Boston ivy, Japa-

nese ivy 
Type: Perennial  

Family: Vitaceae  (Grape family) 
Indigenous Range: China and Japan 

Zone: 4-9 
Growth habit: Vine with holdfasts at 

ends of tendrils  

Length: 50’ 
Bloom Time: Spring 

Bloom Description: Insignificant, small 
white behind leaf shaded from the sun  

Sun: Partial shade to full sun 
Water: Medium 

Soil: Well drained, loamy  
 Maintenance: Pruning required for con-

trolling vine growth 

Suggested Use: Covering walls, garden 
arbors, pergolas 

Flower: Inconspicuous 
Leaf: Young plants have compound 

three leaflets; mature plants, simple 
three lobed leaves 

Tolerate: poor soil, low water (after es-
tablished) 

 

History and Characteristics 
Boston ivy (Parthenocissus tricuspidata) 

is an ornamental, attractive, close-
clinging climbing vine that covers the 

outer walls of many older buildings, par-
ticularly in Boston. The term “Ivy 

League” is derived from this prolific 
growing vine that often climbs to 50’ and 

spreads 15’ on the exterior walls of nu-

merous upscale campuses. Boston ivy 
which is also called Japanese ivy can 

quickly overtake the area in which it is 
planted, climbing by tendrils with hold-

fasts on any support nearby. When 
planting Boston ivy, consider it a perma-

nent resident species to fill the selected 

location with a “green” summer façade. 
The mature plant with its 4-8” across 

shiny three lobed leaves will reach its 
aforementioned overall size within a few 

years.  This deciduous vine bears new 
leaves each Spring which are reddish in 

color, typically turn an emerald green in 
summer and turn deep purple to scarlet 

to orange in the Fall 

depending on the 
amount of daily sun-

shine it receives in 

the planting site.  The 
plants will produce 

inconspicuous flow-
ers, yielding clusters 

of dark blue berries 
which are poisonous 

to humans and pets if 
ingested, but are ap-

parently enjoyed by 

multiple bird species. 
 

Culture and Care 
Care of Boston ivy is 

simple. It prefers warm, mild climates 
and moist, aerated soil, which is slightly 

acidic to neutral, but it will grow (and 
most likely thrive) in most locations.  

Plant approximately 12” away from the 

wall or structure that is to be covered by 
the vine.  Plant in partial shade to full 

sun as it will do equally well in either but 
will produce more vibrant fall colors in a 

full sun situation.  Water deeply at least 
once a week during the first growing 

season to establish a good root system.  
Vines can grow 3-10’ per year.  Keeping 

it trimmed may encourage it to take on a 

shrub form in maturity.  
 

Controlling vigorous climbers 
An established Boston ivy is almost im-

possible to kill, so plant it at least 15 feet 
from any surface on which you do not 

want it to climb, and always keep your 
pruning shears ready.  Since it is a noto-

rious rapidly growing climber when un-

obstructed by pruning or vine breakage, 
annual pruning is necessary to control 

size when the vines have grown enough 
to cover the desired wall or structure.  

Always prune to prevent vines from cov-
ering doors and windows if growing on 

the house and trim any branches that 

break away from the wall as they cannot 
reattach.  These vines tolerate a lot of 

shearing, so pruning to remove trouble-
some vines can be done anytime of the 

year.  If the vines have gotten to places 
that it is not welcome, there are a few 

tricks to prevent damage to the wood, 
stone, brick, or stucco.  To remove the 

ivy with least amount of damage to ei-
ther the plant or the wall, prune the 

leaves first followed by severing the trail-
ers that are not desirable in their place-

ment on the structure.  Finally apply an 

herbicide to the severed trailers no 
longer attached to the main plant al-

though still attached to the structure.  
White vinegar will kill the ivy and is a 

less toxic choice perhaps than commer-
cial herbicides, but it will also kill any 

other plants in the vicinity so applying it 
only to the ivy is necessary.  Once the 

ivy has browned, it will fall from the 

brick, stone, wood, etc. without damag-
ing the surface or any paint.  Continue 

to prune the remaining living ivy regu-
larly since given a chance, ivy will climb 

year-round in mild weather.      

 
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?

symbol=PATR6 
 

http://www.gardeningknowhow.com/orn

amental/vines/boston-ivy/growing-
boston-ivy.htm 

 
http://www.gardeningknowhow.com/orn

amental/vines/boston-ivy/pruning-
boston-ivy-vines.htm 

 
http://landscaping.about.com/od/vinepla

nts1/p/boston_ivy.htm 
 
http://homeguides.sfgate.com/close-

should-plant-boston-ivy-wall-92097.html 

Plant of the month 

Boston Ivy 

J. Koehler 

http://plants.usda.gov/java/ClassificationServlet?source=profile&symbol=Vitaceae&display=31
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=PATR6
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=PATR6
http://www.gardeningknowhow.com/ornamental/vines/boston-ivy/growing-boston-ivy.htm
http://www.gardeningknowhow.com/ornamental/vines/boston-ivy/growing-boston-ivy.htm
http://www.gardeningknowhow.com/ornamental/vines/boston-ivy/growing-boston-ivy.htm
http://www.gardeningknowhow.com/ornamental/vines/boston-ivy/pruning-boston-ivy-vines.htm
http://www.gardeningknowhow.com/ornamental/vines/boston-ivy/pruning-boston-ivy-vines.htm
http://www.gardeningknowhow.com/ornamental/vines/boston-ivy/pruning-boston-ivy-vines.htm
http://landscaping.about.com/od/vineplants1/p/boston_ivy.htm
http://landscaping.about.com/od/vineplants1/p/boston_ivy.htm
http://homeguides.sfgate.com/close-should-plant-boston-ivy-wall-92097.html
http://homeguides.sfgate.com/close-should-plant-boston-ivy-wall-92097.html
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How to 

Extending the growing season 
by Sam Thompson, SCMG 

past Coordinator 
 

Harvest season is typically a time of 
bounty and for some it is a relief be-

cause the hard work is nearly over.  If 

you’re like me the relief is short-lived 
and I quickly regret the season is over.  

The solution is to extend the growing 
season a bit longer.  There are a vari-

ety of ways to do that. 

 

Cover the Plants Directly.  One of 
the easiest approaches to plants pro-

tection is simply covering the plants.  
The key is to protect from cold and 

especially frost which tends to put an 

end to most vegetables and herbs.  
You can use a variety of materials – 

blankets, fabric or plastic sheets, card-

board.  Take into consideration the 
strength of your plant when selecting 

your material – a heavy blanket might 
be a poor choice for a delicate plant 

while it would be acceptable on a 

seven foot indeterminate to-
mato plant (yes, I’ve had ex-

perience with that)  When using 
material that can absorb water 

it can lead to cooler tempera-
tures as the moisture 

e v a p o r a t e s  s o 

prompt removal of 
wet material can be 

key. 
  

When using heavier 

materials or plastic it 
is important to re-

move them during 
the day to allow the 

soil to heat up.   
 

Another approach is to use 

row cover.  Row cover is 
easy to handle and may be 

placed directly on plants.  
Row cover is available in a 

variety of thicknesses that offer protec-

tion for temperatures below freezing.  
For plants requiring insect pollination, 

row cover needs to be removed during 
the day.  The only drawback to row 

cover is the cost, but if care is taken 

with its handling it may be used for 
multiple growing seasons. 

 
Build a Structure to 

Support a Cover.   
There are many different 

ways you can protect 

plants in the garden.  For 
low growing plants, such 

as greens, you can create 
a tunnel structure and 

simply drape with a plastic 

sheet or row cover that 
can be easily opened dur-

ing the day and closed at 
night.  It is extremely im-

portant that the tunnel is 
opened during the day to 

avoid an excessive heat 

build up.  If you have the space you 

could surround the plants with bales of 
straw or hay and protect the plants 

from the cold by laying protection over 
the top (e.g., plastic sheet or old win-

dows). 

 

Transplant.   Last year I had a lot of 
volunteer basil in my garden.   I did 

not come close to using it all.  Since I 
really love fresh basil I selected one of 

the smaller plants, carefully dug it up 

and placed it in a pot.  I left the plant 
outside for a brief period then brought 

it into my sunroom where it provided 
fresh basil until the following spring.  

It’s a simple approach that you could 

try with smaller plants, particularly 
your favorite herbs.    

You can cover your plants directly to protect them. 
Photo: Green Garden Chicken 

Row cover provides another approach to protecting your 
plants.  Photo: Pinterest 

Yet another option for protecting plants is to sur-
round them with bales of straw or hay and cover-
ing them.  Photo:  Paul Gardener 

 

"I have a rock garden.  Last 

week three of them died." 

-  Richard Diran  

 

"Life expectancy would grow 

by leaps and bounds if 

green vegetables smelled as 

good as bacon." 

-  Doug Larson  
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By Sam Thompson, SCMG 

Past Coordinator 
 

The Annual Meeting of the Sandoval 
County Master Gardeners was held 

September 19 and it was a fun and 
well-attended event.  Thirty interns 

graduated, having completed their 

education and volunteer hour require-
ments.  The class of 2015 is a highly 

energized group – a number of interns 
have become regular contributors to 

the newsletters, others have become 

active in our committees, while a num-
ber have stepped forward to become 

project chairs.  It is this type of active 
volunteerism that will help our organi-

zation to grow. 
 

At the meeting seven SCMG were rec-

ognized for fifteen years of service to 
the organization.  The following were 

granted Life Member status:  Carol 
Horner-Alexander, Ed and Therese 

Barts, Susan Bliss, Linda Grady, Mary 

Klarenbach and Tari Thornton.  These 
individuals are an inspiration to us all. 

 
One purpose of our annual meeting is 

to elect officers.  New members of the 

2015-2016 Board of Directors who will 
be serving 52-year terms include: 

 Barbara Dawson, Coordinator 

 Julia Runyan, Assistant Coordinator 

 Terry Ganzel, Secretary 

 Janet Blair, Member-at-Large 

 Judy Carter, Member-at-Large 

 Pat Gillette, Member-at-Large 

 John Millard, Member-at-Large 

 

Returning Board of Directors members 
who will be serving their final year 

term include: 

 Mary Vesely, Treasurer 

 JoAnn Beurele, Member-at-Large 

 Nancy Bresenham, Member-at-Large 

 
See “annual meeting” next page. 

 

News 

SCMG annual meeting  
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  Annual meeting (cont.) 
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SCMG Volunteers have fun at  
Corrales Harvest Festival 

Volunteering 

Placitas Elementary Caterpillars  
 

 

by Ginger Golden, SCMG 

 
As a SCMG, one of the most rewarding 

activities is sharing my love of garden-
ing with children.  For the past two 

years, I have volunteered at The Placi-

tas Elementary School Garden Club 
which has been an after school activity 

program for children eight thru ten 
who named the club “The Caterpillars”. 

The school’s  principal, James Telles 
built the 16’x12’ greenhouse.  The chil-

dren learn composting, soil amending, 

planting seeds and plants. When asked 
why she joined the garden club, one 

little girl said, “I don’t like vegetables, 
but I like flowers”  She was later spot-

ted munching on the cabbage she just 

picked.  Another said “my favorite 
thing about garden club is eating the 

vegetables.”  The cabbages were so 
big this year, we entered one in the 

state fair.  It won first place in the 
youth largest division. 

 

Gardening is not just about plants, it 
also includes insects, bugs, and birds.  

We learned that goldfinches are busy 
feasting on the sunflowers in the gar-

den.  The bees are busy gathering 

nectar from the cosmos and holly-
hocks.  We also learned about worms 

and put several hundred in our garden 
beds last year.   The children espe-

cially enjoy digging up carrots.  We 

have been harvesting tomatoes too.  
Soon we will be drying the herbs, pars-

ley, sage, 

rosemary, 
and oregano 

and making 
dry rubs to 

season their 

thanksgiving 
turkey. 

 
This year I 

was espe-
cially excited 

to share the 

amazing 
story of the 

monarch 
butterfly.  

We obtained 

milkweed 
plants and seeds for planting.  We reg-

istered the garden as a Monarch But-
terfly Way Station through the Mon-

arch Watch program which is a non 
profit education, conservation, and 

research program based  at the Uni-

versity of Kansas that focuses on the 
Monarch butterfly, its habitat, and its 

spectacular fall migration.  This year 
the club will learn the importance of 

the milkweed to the butterfly as well 

as   the importance of the butterfly as 
a pollinator.  Last year we had an ex-

pert give us a class on pollinators.  
Albert Einstein once said “If the bee 

disappears from the globe, then man 

will have only 4 years left to live.  No 
more bee, no more pollination, no 

more plants, no more animals, no 

more man.” 
 

It takes a team of master gardeners to 
run the club.  The volunteers who give 

their time and knowledge to this pro-

ject are , Ginger Golden, Heidi Hamlow 
Sandy Liakus, Judy Moore, Donna 

Popp, and Bunny Osborn.  I’m sure it’s 
a labor of love for all of us.     

- - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

 

“Monarch butterfly populations are 
declining due to the loss of habitat. To 
assure a future for monarchs, conser-
vation and restoration of milkweed 
needs to become a national priority.”  
Chip Taylor, Director, Monarch Watch. 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Left to right Judy Salas, Therese Barts, Dr. Greg Wilson and Linda Har-
din at the children's booth at Casa San Ysidro Corrales Harvest Festival. 
Photo by Sam Thompson. 
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by Lily 

 
Ed. Note: We asked our old friend Lily 
to write a short Halloween story for 
the SCMG newsletter.  We suggested 
that the story relate to gardening, 
since that’s what our newsletter is 
about.  Here’s what we got. 

 

It was a day like any other day in 

Tranquil Valley.  White puffy clouds 
floated in a blue sky, and the air was 

warm and sweet.   
  

Tranquil Valley is a small farming com-

munity in California’s Inland Empire.  
Fertile soil, frequent rains, and a warm 

climate made Tranquil Valley the per-
fect area to cultivate vegetables.  

Green fields stretched as far as the 
eye could see along both sides of the 

highway at either end of town.   

  

Jim Scott had lived in Tranquil Valley 

his entire life.  Jim, like his father, and 
his father’s father before him, was an 

arugula farmer.  Arugula was Jim’s life.  
Literally.  From when he got up in the 

morning until he lay down at night, life 

was nothing but arugula.  When he 
gazed out his window, all he could see 

was arugula. 
  

Two months ago, Jim’s wife Ann ran 

off with a tractor tire salesman from 
Bakersfield.  She just couldn’t take the 

arugula any more.  She said Jim cared 
more about the arugula than he cared 

about her.  Now Jim stood on the 
porch looking out over the arugula 

fields and wondered if it was worth it.  

He missed Ann. 
  

“Daddy,” his little girl Betsy said, tug-
ging at his hand.  “Tomorrow’s my 

birthday, huh, Daddy?” 

  
Jim kneeled down, looked down at her 

sweet, innocent little face and said, 
“And how old are you going to be, 

honey?” 

  
She smiled and held up four fingers.  

She still won’t tell Jim where she got 
them.      

  

  
Ed. Note:  Lily is a troublesome figment of 
my imagination.  
 
 
The idea for this ending was borrowed 
from “My Daughter Learned to Count”  by 
Reddit user RealScience87  http://
sixpenceee.com/post/94582113004/from-
reddit-r-shortscarystories-my-daughter 
 

 

Guest feature 

A Halloween Story 

 

Staff 
 

Home Visits are recommended when a 
Master Gardner or the Agent cannot 

fully answer a client's plant or horticul-
ture question without the benefit of 

inspecting the issue at the client's 

property.  Home Visits are typically 
requested through the Hot Line, or Hot 

Line-type project activities such as 
Plant Clinics and Growers Market Pan-

els.  A home visit request may also 

come through the Extension Office by 
the Agriculture Agent.   

 
One to three Master Gardener volun-

teers meet at the home property of a 
Sandoval County resident requesting 

the home visit.  Home visit requests 

are scheduled and organized by the 
project chairs.  It is important to know 

that we are meeting with the owner of 
the property, or have permission from 

the owner to meet with a renter or 
landscaper.  Volunteers commit to 

timely respond to home visit requests.  
One hour per visit is the typical dura-

tion time.   

 
Master Gardeners answer plant, 

landscaping and other horticul-
ture questions at the client's 

home.  Often follow-up research 

is required.  The Master Gar-
deners contact the home owner 

by phone or e-mail to respond 
with such additional informa-

tion.  
 

All Home Visits completed by 

Master Gardeners are recorded 
on the Home Visit report form. 

Home Visit report information is shared 
with the Hotline Chairs, the Extension 

Agent, and NMSU through yearly sum-
mary reports.   

 
Contact: Sandoval County Master 

Gardeners Sandra Liakus and John 

Zarola.   

Project 

Home visits 

http://sixpenceee.com/post/94582113004/from-reddit-r-shortscarystories-my-daughter
http://sixpenceee.com/post/94582113004/from-reddit-r-shortscarystories-my-daughter
http://sixpenceee.com/post/94582113004/from-reddit-r-shortscarystories-my-daughter
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/home-visits/
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 Staff 

 
We all turned in our 2015 volunteer 

hour spreadsheets recently, which 
covered through September.  Mem-

bers should start keeping track of 

hours for 2016 on a new spreadsheet. 
 

It’s easy to lose track if you don’t start 
recording hours right away.  Don’t rely 

on your memory and try to fill out 
your spreadsheet months after you did 

the work.  Download a new spread-

sheet here and have it ready.    

Administration 

Time to start 
2016 time-

cards! 

 

Staff 

 
At the annual meeting in September, 

seven new life members were named.  
To become a Master Gardener life 

member, you have to complete 15 

years of service as a member of SCMG.  
The newsletter will introduce each of 

our life members over the next several 
months. 

 
 Carol  Horner Alexander lives in Placi-

tas.  She moved to New Mexico 

and started building a house in 
2000.  She wanted to landscape the 

house but quickly realized that she 
didn't know anything about gardening 

in New Mexico, so within a month of 

moving here, she signed up for Master 
Gardener classes.  Her home landscap-

ing  project led to her passion for 
xeriscaping. 

  
Carol has worked on various  projects 

over the years.  She was in charge of 

plant clinics for a number of years, 

worked at the Bernalillo 

growers market, the Cor-
rales Garden Tour  and in 

early years the Placitas 
Garden Tour and may 

other projects.  In recent 

years her favorite project 
has been working at the 

Placitas Library garden. 
  

Her biggest challenge 
was being elected Coordi-

nator upon completing 

her first year as an in-
tern.  That year,  no at-

large board members 
were elected and the As-

s i s tant  Coord ina tor 

quit.   Just keeping things 
together was a major 

effort.  The next year, 
she continued as Coordi-

nator.  During that year 
she established regular 

board meetings and  started giving Master Gardeners opportunities to pre-

pare for leadership positions.    

Who’s who 

SCMG Life Member 

 Staff 

 
DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO 

WANTS TO BECOME A MASTER 
GARDNER?  Please share this with 

them.  

 
Applications are accepted August 

through November each year. Applica-
tions received after the class fills  are 

placed on a wait list. 

To apply for the next Master Gardener 

Course, contact the Sandoval Ex-

tension Office for an application or 
download the SCMG Application. 

 
Be sure to read the Application Letter  

so that you understand the Program 

Requirements before applying. 

Please review the training schedule for 

2015: Intern Training Sched-
ule (The 2016 schedule will be posted 

soon.)        

Classes starting 

Invite a friend to join SCMG 

C. Alexander 

http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/members-only-information/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/contact-us/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/contact-us/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/Application-2016-SCMG-Program.pdf
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/2015-sandoval-mg-training-schedule-9-2014.pdf
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/2015-sandoval-mg-training-schedule-9-2014.pdf
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 Travel 

Ancient ag research  
 

 

by Dudley Vines, SCMG 
 
I just returned from a visit to Peru, and 
thought this place would be interesting to 
Master Gardeners.  The following informa-
tion was taken from the internet here and 
pretty well sums up what we were told by 
our guide: 
 
One of the most visually stunning Inca 
ruins in Peru is at Moray, an archaeological 
site approximately 50 km northwest of 
Cuzco and just west of the village of 
Maras. In a large bowl-like depression is 
constructed a series of concentric terraces 

that looks like an ancient Greek amphithea-
ter. The largest of these terraces are at the 
center – they are enormous in size, and 
descend to a depth of approximately 150 
meter, leading to a circular bottom so well 
drained that it never completely floods, no 
matter how plentiful the rain. 
 
The concentric terraces are split by multi-
ple staircases that extend upward like 
spokes of a wheel and enable people to 
walk from the top to the bottom of the 
bowl. Six more terraces, in connected ellip-
ses rather than perfect circles, surround 
the concentric heart of Moray, and eight 
terraced steps that cover only a fraction of 
the perimeter overlook the site. The pur-

pose of these depressions is uncertain, but 
the most widely agreed theory is they used 
to serve as ‘agricultural research station’. 
 
One of the most remarkable features of the 
site is the vast difference in temperature 
that exist between the top and the bottom 
reaches of the structure, which can be as 
much as 15°C. This large temperature dif-
ference created micro climates, similar to 
what is achieved in greenhouses in modern 
times, that was possibly used by the Inca 
to study the effects of different climatic 
conditions on crops. 
 
It is no coincidence that the temperature 
difference corresponds to the natural dif-

ference between coastal sea level farmland 
and Andean farming terraces 1,000 meters 
about sea level. Furthermore, pollen stud-
ies indicate that soils from different regions 
of the Inca empire was imported to each of 
the large circular terraces. It is now be-
lieved that the Moray terraces were used 
by Incan priest-scientists to experiment 
with vegetable crops to determine which 
should be disseminated for domestic pro-
duction to farmers with fields all over the 

Andean region. 
 
Another enigma is the way drainage for 
water flowing through the aqueducts 

worked. The lowest level is perfectly 

drained and never gets flooded even after 
incessant rains  [our guide stated that the 
Inca had built a deep “dry well” filled with 
rocks in the center of the lowest level to 

provide this drainage]. 
 
We might never know why Moray was con-
structed, but the agricultural research sta-

tion is a very likely possibility. Perhaps it is 

not surprising, since about 60 percent of 
the world’s food crops originated in the 
Andes, including hundreds of varieties of 
maize and thousands of potato varieties. 

Scientists theorize that this Inca ruin at Moray in Peru was constructed as an agricul-
tural research laboratory.   Photo: D. Vines 

The vertical slits in the walls were part of a complex irrigation and drainage system.  
The steps on the wall allowed workers to access different levels.   Photo: D. Vines 

http://www.amusingplanet.com/2013/03/the-mysterious-moray-agricultural.html
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By Cathryne Richards, SCMG 

 
When I was living in Golden, Colorado 

I had the chance to see two beautiful 
works of art:  The Denver Botanic Gar-

dens and Chihuly in Denver Glass ex-

hibit!  Dale Chihuly has been a pioneer 
in glass blowing and installations since 

the 1960’s.  In 2001, he started a se-
ries of Botanic Garden installations 

here in the US.  June – November, 
2014 marked the year of Denver’s in-

stallation.  I had the privilege of going 

to see the works of art twice during 
that period of time; once in the day-

time and once at dusk.  The setting 
was magnificent and the glass art was 

unbelievable. 

 
I am a fan of organized garden tours 

and this was 

laid out in such 
a way as to 

showcase the 

great glass art.  
Some of the 

pieces were 
lighted, some 

blended in to 

the environ-
ment and ALL 

of it was awe-
some.  More 

than 15 instal-
l a t i o n s 

throughout the 

gardens were a 
delight for the 

eyes.  Each 
i n s t a l l a t i o n 

consisted of 10 

– 400 pieces of 
glass.  So mag-

nificent were 
the glass ob-

jects that I 
forgot that I 

was outside!   

 
There was a film about Chihuly’s life 

and work and more installation inside.  

The tropical gardens, the water gar-
dens and the grand outdoor vistas 

were a perfect back drop for the glass 
art.  If you ever have the chance to 

view this spectacular artwork in a gar-

den setting, DO take every advantage 
of it.  It will live in my memory forever.    

See “Chihuly” on next page 

 
Ed. Note:  More information about the fa-
mous glass artist Dale Chihuly can be 
found at this website. 

 

 

Exhibit 

Chihuly glass at Denver Botanical Garden 
 

http://www.chihuly.com/learn
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Chihuly  (cont.) 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
photos by C. Richards 
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 Public Education 

HOMEscape Solutions class wraps up  
 

 

by Cathryne Richards, SCMG 

 
HOMEscape Solutions just ended with 

a brand new format and a very enthu-
siastic group of participants.  Facilita-

tors, Darlene Bassett, Cathryne Rich-

ards, Suzanne Maxwell and Charlene 
Spiegel led a group of Team Leaders, 

volunteers and participants through 
the exciting creation of outdoor dream 

spaces!  As a group they tackled the 
daunting task of working with blue-

prints, plot plans, plant selection and 

came up with a final landscape plan 
for their own space. 

 
An intense opening round of lectures 

which included Name and Claim, Curb-

side View, Xeriscaping and a Design 
Workshop was followed by home visits 

to each of the participant’s homes.   
Teams offered constructive criticism at 

each place and helped the homeown-
ers see their space in a positive light.  

The before and after plans were quite 

amazing! 
 

The second intense weekend, found 
more lectures on a variety of topics, 

such as Permaculture, Feng Shui, and 

Straw Bale Gardening.  Then each of 
the participants presented their design 

plan and told all of us what direction 
they were going to take to get to their 

dreamscape!   Each of the unique 

plans had the same amount of enthu-
siasm behind it. 

 
This class, workshop and group effort 

is on-going, since there will be support 
for each participant and a regular re-

union to see where each of the plans 

are in 6 months and a year.  Come see 
for yourself what this great program 

can offer you so that you can begin, 
continue and complete your dream 

HOMEscape plan.  Watch for an an-

nouncement for next year’s program. 
 
   

 

Charlene Spiegel, Darlene Bassett, Suzanne Maxwell, and Cathryne Richards plan and 
conduct the HOMEscape Solutions program.  SCMG members volunteer as Team Lead-
ers and Assistants. 

HOMEscape Solutions class participants listen attentively. 
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The Bulletin Board 

Gardening With the Masters 
Gardening with the Masters is a long-standing monthly 
lecture series , presented by the SCMG. Master gardeners 

and other invited experts offer useful horticultural presen-

tations for the high desert home gardener. The lectures 
are free and open to the public.  Upcoming events: 

 
October 6:  Amending Desert Garden Soil -  

MG John Zarola  

November 3:  Garlic 101: Diversity, Culture & Use -  
Dr. Jeffrey Nekola  

Master Composter Workshops 
10/10/2015  Bokashi Bucket Composting: 11:00 am 
to 12:30 pm at Holiday Park Community Center. To regis-

ter send email to register@nmcomposters.org.  

10/14/2015  Improving Desert Garden Soil: 10:00 
am to 11:30 am at Bear Canyon Senior Center. To regis-

ter send email to register@nmcomposters.org.  
11/04/2015  Home Composting Basics: 12:00 pm to 

1:30 pm at CNM Montoya Campus.   Free to the public.  

No registration  is required.  You are welcome to stay 
for Composting with Worms which will follow at 2:00 (see 

below). 
11/04/2015  Composting with Worms 

(Vermicomposting): 2:00 pm to 3:00 pm at CNM 
Montoya Campus.  Free to the public.  No registration  is 

required.  Come at 12:00 if you'd also like to attend 

the Home Composting Basics class (see above). 
11/14/2015  Desert Composting Workshop: 9:00 

am to 5:00 pm at the Albuquerque Garden Center.  The 
workshop will include five classes: Composting Basics, 

Garden Soil Amending, Compost Tea, Composting with 

Worms, and Bucket Composting with Bokashi.  Cost is 
$25.  Registration and prepayment is required by 

11/7/2015.  See Desert Composting Workshop for class 
schedule and information about how to register. 

Idalia Road Marketplace 
Dates for the Idalia Rd. Market place where SCMG will 
have an information booth to provide SCMG information 

and books on gardening are: 

   Christmas in October: Oct. 3 and 4 
 

Contact Julia Runyan to volunteer. 

Free Composting Worms! 
 

First come, first served 
 

Eisenia fetida (red wigglers) available free to any 

SCMG.  Contact John Zarola. 

Seed Library Activities 
 
The Sandoval County Seed Library will be having their Fall 

Seed Library Orientation and Seed Saving Workshop.  

 The Speaker will be Lynda Garvin, Agricul-
ture/Horticulture Agent for Sandoval County. 

 
Classes will be October  3rd, 10am-12 noon. 

 

Location:  Esther Bone Memorial Library 
                   950 Pinetree Road SE 

                   Rio Rancho, NM 
 

Orientation will cover how the Seed Library is organized, 

how to check out seeds, and the donation process.   The 
Workshop will cover pollination, varietal purity and isola-

tion techniques, criteria for plant seed selection and seed 
storage. 

Jemez Mountain Trail Sale 
 

A valley-wide yard sale that starts in San Ysidro and me-

anders 26 miles through the beautiful Jemez Valley  

to La Cueva and beyond  - October 17 

Placitas Harvest Festival 
 

A free community event at the Placitas Community Center 

featuring a pot luck lunch, exciting presentations, and 

interesting table displays.  October 11 

2015 Master Composter Training 
October 14 to November 11 

Master composter training is a focused "train-the-trainer" 

program which prepares individuals to become educators 

in a variety of composting methods for the community.  

Symphony of Soil Film 
 

Dig into the vibrant and vital world underground and be 

amazed!  Sunday October 4  1:00-4:00 

ABQ Open Space Visitor Center 

Attracting Monarch Butterflies  
Sandoval County Master Gardeners will present on the 
Milkweed Planting to Attract Monarch Butterflies and 

Seed Saving at the Placitas Harvest Festival on October  

11th at 1:00 pm. 

http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/gardening-with-the-masters/
http://bernalilloextension.nmsu.edu/mastercomposter/schedule.html
http://bernalilloextension.nmsu.edu/mastercomposter/2015-11-14-workshop.html
http://www.idaliaroadmarketplace.com/#!about1/c24ie
http://corralesharvestfestival.com/
http://www.sandovalcountyseedlibrary.org/
http://www.jemezsprings.org/index.php?option=com_vjcalendar&gcaleventid=c1sm1o7ebt8inu7aejbresp2i8&calid=2&gcaleventstr=MTJ0aCBBbm51YWwgSmVtZXogTW91bnRhaW4gVHJhaWwgU2FsZXwyMDE1LTEwLTE3fDIwMTUtMTAtMTl8SmVtZXogU3ByaW5ncywgTk0gODcwMjUsIFVTQXxKb2luIHVzIGZvciB0
http://www.lasplacitas.org/events.php
http://bernalilloextension.nmsu.edu/mastercomposter/mc-training.html
https://www.cabq.gov/parksandrecreation/open-space/events/symphony-of-soil-screening-and-panel-discussion
http://www.lasplacitas.org/events.php
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SCMG Board Meet-
ings  Third Tuesday 
of month, Sandoval 
County Extension 
Office, 3:00pm 

NOTE: the offi-

cial SCMG cal-
endar is on the 

website 

Click on links 

for details 
 
Telephone Hotline  
Daily 9:00-12:00, 
1:30-4:30 in the 
Casita 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

 

       

       

       

       

       

       

October 2015 

-Placitas Harvest 
Festival 11am-5pm 
-Corrales Growers 
Market 9:00am-
12:00pm 

 -Corrales Elementary 
Garden 9:30-12:30 

-Placitas Caterpillars 
2:50-3:45pm 

Newsletter Articles 
DUE! 
-New Beginnings  
9:30-11:00am 

-Zia Pueblo Farmers 
Market (Bernalillo) 
4:00-7:00pm  

-Jemez Mountain 
Trail Sale 

-Corrales Growers 
Market 9:00am-
12:00pm 
-Idalia Road Market-
place Christmas in 
October 
-Symphony of soil 
film 1:00 

 -Gardening With the 
Masters:  Amending 
desert soil  
-Corrales Elementary 
Garden 9:30-12:30 

-DeLavy House gar-
den 9-11am 
-Placitas Caterpillars 
2:50-3:45pm 

-WaterWise Garden 
8:30-11:00am 
-New Beginnings  
9:30-11:00am 

-Zia Pueblo Farmers 
Market (Bernalillo) 
4:00-7:00pm  

 

-Corrales Growers 
Market 9:00am-
12:00pm 

 -SCMG Board 3-5pm-
Corrales Elementary 
Garden 9:30-12:30 
 
 

-Placitas Caterpillars 
2:50-3:45pm 

-New Beginnings  
9:30-11:00am 

-Zia Pueblo Farmers 
Market (Bernalillo) 
4:00-7:00pm  

 

-Corrales Growers 
Market 9:00am-
12:00pm 

-Rio Rancho Chil-
dren’s Water Festival 

-Rio Rancho Chil-
dren’s Water Festival 
-Corrales Elementary 
Garden 9:30-12:30 

-Placitas Caterpillars 
2:50-3:45pm 

-New Beginnings  
9:30-11:00am 

-Zia Pueblo Farmers 
Market (Bernalillo) 
4:00-7:00pm  

 

       

      -Seed Library Orien-
tation & seed saving 
workshop 
-Idalia Road Market-
place Christmas in 
October 

http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/
http://www.lasplacitas.org/events.php
http://www.lasplacitas.org/events.php
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/corrales-growers-market/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/corrales-growers-market/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/corrales-growers-market/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/corrales-elementary-school-garden/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/corrales-elementary-school-garden/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/placitas-elementary-school-garden/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/placitas-elementary-school-garden/
http://aces.nmsu.edu/county/sandoval/mastergardener/la-buena-vida-garden-in-.html
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/zia-pueblo-bernalillo-farmers-market/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/zia-pueblo-bernalillo-farmers-market/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/zia-pueblo-bernalillo-farmers-market/
http://www.jemezsprings.org/index.php?option=com_vjcalendar&gcaleventid=c1sm1o7ebt8inu7aejbresp2i8&calid=2&gcaleventstr=MTJ0aCBBbm51YWwgSmVtZXogTW91bnRhaW4gVHJhaWwgU2FsZXwyMDE1LTEwLTE3fDIwMTUtMTAtMTl8SmVtZXogU3ByaW5ncywgTk0gODcwMjUsIFVTQXxKb2luIHVzIGZvciB0
http://www.jemezsprings.org/index.php?option=com_vjcalendar&gcaleventid=c1sm1o7ebt8inu7aejbresp2i8&calid=2&gcaleventstr=MTJ0aCBBbm51YWwgSmVtZXogTW91bnRhaW4gVHJhaWwgU2FsZXwyMDE1LTEwLTE3fDIwMTUtMTAtMTl8SmVtZXogU3ByaW5ncywgTk0gODcwMjUsIFVTQXxKb2luIHVzIGZvciB0
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/corrales-growers-market/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/corrales-growers-market/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/corrales-growers-market/
http://www.idaliaroadmarketplace.com/#!about1/c24ie
http://www.idaliaroadmarketplace.com/#!about1/c24ie
http://www.idaliaroadmarketplace.com/#!about1/c24ie
https://www.cabq.gov/parksandrecreation/open-space/events/symphony-of-soil-screening-and-panel-discussion
https://www.cabq.gov/parksandrecreation/open-space/events/symphony-of-soil-screening-and-panel-discussion
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/gardening-with-the-masters-lectures/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/gardening-with-the-masters-lectures/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/gardening-with-the-masters-lectures/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/corrales-elementary-school-garden/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/corrales-elementary-school-garden/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/delavy-house-garden/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/delavy-house-garden/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/placitas-elementary-school-garden/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/placitas-elementary-school-garden/
http://aces.nmsu.edu/county/sandoval/mastergardener/water-wise--garden.html
http://aces.nmsu.edu/county/sandoval/mastergardener/la-buena-vida-garden-in-.html
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/zia-pueblo-bernalillo-farmers-market/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/zia-pueblo-bernalillo-farmers-market/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/zia-pueblo-bernalillo-farmers-market/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/corrales-growers-market/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/corrales-growers-market/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/corrales-growers-market/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/corrales-elementary-school-garden/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/corrales-elementary-school-garden/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/corrales-elementary-school-garden/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/placitas-elementary-school-garden/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/placitas-elementary-school-garden/
http://aces.nmsu.edu/county/sandoval/mastergardener/la-buena-vida-garden-in-.html
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/zia-pueblo-bernalillo-farmers-market/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/zia-pueblo-bernalillo-farmers-market/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/zia-pueblo-bernalillo-farmers-market/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/corrales-growers-market/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/corrales-growers-market/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/corrales-growers-market/
http://ci.rio-rancho.nm.us/index.aspx?NID=2459
http://ci.rio-rancho.nm.us/index.aspx?NID=2459
http://ci.rio-rancho.nm.us/index.aspx?NID=2459
http://ci.rio-rancho.nm.us/index.aspx?NID=2459
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/corrales-elementary-school-garden/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/corrales-elementary-school-garden/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/placitas-elementary-school-garden/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/placitas-elementary-school-garden/
http://aces.nmsu.edu/county/sandoval/mastergardener/la-buena-vida-garden-in-.html
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/zia-pueblo-bernalillo-farmers-market/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/zia-pueblo-bernalillo-farmers-market/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/zia-pueblo-bernalillo-farmers-market/
http://www.sandovalcountyseedlibrary.org/
http://www.sandovalcountyseedlibrary.org/
http://www.sandovalcountyseedlibrary.org/
http://www.idaliaroadmarketplace.com/#!about1/c24ie
http://www.idaliaroadmarketplace.com/#!about1/c24ie
http://www.idaliaroadmarketplace.com/#!about1/c24ie
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SCMG Board Meet-
ings  Third Tuesday 
of month, Sandoval 
County Extension 
Office, 3:00pm 

NOTE: the offi-

cial SCMG cal-
endar is on the 

website 

Click on links 

for details 
 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

November 2015 

  -Corrales Elementary 
Garden 9:30-12:30 

-Placitas Caterpillars 
2:50-3:45pm 

-New Beginnings  
9:30-11:00am 

  

  -Gardening With the 
Masters:  Garlic 101 
-Corrales Elementary 
Garden 9:30-12:30 

-DeLavy House gar-
den 9-11am 
-Placitas Caterpillars 
2:50-3:45pm 
 

-New Beginnings  
9:30-11:00am 
-WaterWise Garden 
9:00-11:00am 

  

Newsletter Articles 
DUE! 

 -SCMG Board 3-5pm 
-Corrales Elementary 
Garden 9:30-12:30 

-Placitas Caterpillars 
2:50-3:45pm 

-New Beginnings  
9:30-11:00am 

  

  -Corrales Elementary 
Garden 9:30-12:30 

-Placitas Caterpillars 
2:50-3:45pm 

Thanksgiving   

       

       

http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/corrales-elementary-school-garden/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/corrales-elementary-school-garden/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/placitas-elementary-school-garden/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/placitas-elementary-school-garden/
http://aces.nmsu.edu/county/sandoval/mastergardener/la-buena-vida-garden-in-.html
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/gardening-with-the-masters-lectures/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/gardening-with-the-masters-lectures/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/corrales-elementary-school-garden/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/corrales-elementary-school-garden/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/delavy-house-garden/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/delavy-house-garden/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/placitas-elementary-school-garden/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/placitas-elementary-school-garden/
http://aces.nmsu.edu/county/sandoval/mastergardener/la-buena-vida-garden-in-.html
http://aces.nmsu.edu/county/sandoval/mastergardener/water-wise--garden.html
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/corrales-elementary-school-garden/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/corrales-elementary-school-garden/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/placitas-elementary-school-garden/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/placitas-elementary-school-garden/
http://aces.nmsu.edu/county/sandoval/mastergardener/la-buena-vida-garden-in-.html
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/corrales-elementary-school-garden/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/corrales-elementary-school-garden/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/placitas-elementary-school-garden/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/placitas-elementary-school-garden/

