
SCMG Board Minutes 
April 16, 2015 

3:00-5:00 
Sandoval County Extension Office 

711 S. Camino del Pueblo 
Bernalillo, NM 

Call to Order:  Meeting called to order by Coordinator Sam Thompson at 3:00 PM.  

Roll Call:  Board members present were JoAnn Buerle, Mary Vesely, Sam Thompson, Gretchen Neiman, Keith Lewis, 
Julia Runyan, Nancy Bresenham, Sandy Liakus, Mickie Frazier-Koontz, Extension Agent Lynda Garvin.  Quorum 
present.

Approval of Agenda:  Two action items to add: class venue for next year, and request from Idalia Market for next 
year.  

Motion to approve agenda with two additions by Julia Runyan, second by Sandy Liakus.
Unanimous approval.

Approval of Minutes from Meeting on March 18, 2015:  Julia Runyan’s position on Communications Committee 
is changed to Corresponding Secretary.  Job description to be changed accordingly.   

Motion to approve minutes as amended by Nancy Bresenham, second by Gretchen Neiman.  Unanimous approval.

Extension Agent Report:  Lynda Garvin.  Call today from UNM West wanting MGs to have a table at their Earth 
Day Celebration on April 24th from 11-4 at the Santa Ana Star Center.  Sam Thompson will put out an email to the 
membership asking for volunteers.

The small rototiller serviced by Mike Stoys cannot be repaired.  The large tiller is also in need of repair.

On Wed.  April 17 Lynda will give a presentation to the Rio Rancho Rotary and will include information on the 
Master Gardener program.

Will do a workshop on Sat. April 20 for the Corrales Historical Society from 9-4 to benefit the Old San Ysidro 
Church.  The topic is gardening for beginners.

March Treasurer’s Report:  (attached to minutes)  There will be an upcoming expense for the new sign-up system 
for working Hotline.  Also, SCMGs who don’t have internet need to know to contact Deb Goss to sign up, not the 
Extension office.  

Motion to approve report by Julia Runyan, second by Sandy Liakus.  Unanimous approval.

Action Items:

1.  April Party Update: Julia Runyan, Gretchen Neiman.  Volunteers have been lined up to set up and tear down 
the tables and chairs.  Agenda will be more relaxed than in past years.  Will include a plant sale, pot luck, year 
book sale, certificates will be handed out.  Veterans are asked to be intentional about communicating with 
interns instead of just with each other.  

2.  Intern Training Class Update: Gretchen Neiman.  Very successful class of interns.  Two students dropped out due 
to illness, and one moved out of state, but all others completed class work and tests.  

3.  Software Purchase: Sandy Liakus.  The Carrs donated an HP laptop.  In order for it to be most useful in the 
Casita for MGs working the Hotline or doing other research, we need to load Microsoft Office into it.  The cost is 



about $115, to be taken out of equipment and supplies budget.  Motion to purchase software made by Julia Runyan, 
second by Nancy Bresenham.  Unanimous approval.

4.  Information Table at Corrales Garden Tour (Sunday, June 7): Gretchen Neiman.  Will be placed at the Kirby house 
at the same booth as the quilt raffle.  Space will be a little tight, but all gardens this year are private, so extra space 
is not available.  Volunteers will be needed if the table is approved, so two volunteers will be assigned at each table.  
MGs willing to volunteer should contact Gretchen.  

5.  “Have a Gardening Question?” Signs: Sam Thompson.  John Zarola suggested having yard signs made asking, 
“Have a gardening question?  Ask a Master Gardener.”  followed by contact information for Hotline.  Nancy 
Bresenham will research feasibility and will come back to Board with ideas.  Motion to allow up to $150 for 
purchase.  Second by Sandy Liakus.  Unanimous approval.

6.  New Venue for Intern Classes for Next Year: Sam Thompson.  The only possibility that seems reasonable so far in 
the search for a larger space for classes is the DeLavy House in Bernalillo (near the Santa Ana Casino, belongs to 
the Sandoval County Historical Society).  We would need to supply our own laptop and digital projector.  They can 
supply tables, chairs, and sound system.  Cost would be $50 per session.  Capacity is over 100 people, so the class 
could be larger.  There is a kitchen and plenty of parking.  The downside is that the location is difficult to get in and 
out of.   More investigation needed.  

7.  Request from Idalia Market: Julia Runyan.  Owner Marc Calderwood would like to put a hoop house  on the 
property.  Irrigation would be from a gravity fed holding tank.  He will apply for some grant funding to help with the 
cost.  He would like SCMG to use the completed hoop house as a teaching tool for gardening classes.  

Motion to adjourn to discussion section by Gretchen Neiman, second by Nancy Bresenham.

Non-Board members present:  John Millard and Barbara Dawson.  

Items for Discussion:

1. Fund-raising calendar: Gretchen Neiman.  Is there an interest in putting together a calendar monthly photos of 
humorous “gardening” by SCMGs?  Gretchen will investigate interest from members for further consideration.  

2.  Increasing Board participation: Sam Thompson.  Discussion of the possibility of adding members to the Board.     
Would require a change in the by-laws, and a vote to approve.  Can the by-laws change be done by email vote?  
Adding a member would provide continuity regarding members-at-large because we are in a rotation that will take 
three out of 4 members off the Board at the same time.  Discussion of benefits of a larger Board.  For continuity, 
should Coordinator and Assistant Coordinator serve two year terms, offset so end of terms would be on alternate 
years?  

Sandy Liakus and Dave Pojmann will investigate questions on Board expansion.

 

Respectfully submitted,

Mickie Frazier-Koontz
Secretary


