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PERMACULTURE PRIMER
Lynda Garvin, Agriculture Agent

NMSU Cooperative extension Service

Opening Activity

ÔWhat permaculture 

means to me

ÔDraw a simple diagram 

of your landscape as it is 

now

ÔOn the same sheet of 

paper draw a stick figure 

representing you



11/18/2016

2

Who wants to share what 

permaculture means to you?

Weõll get to the drawing later

Bill Mollison ðthe face of the 

Permaculture movement

Ô òéa beneficial assembly of 

plants and animals in relation to 

human settlements, mostly aimed 

towards household and 

community self -reliance , and 

perhaps as a òcommercial 

endeavoró only arising from a 

surplus from that system.

Ô Later included legal and financial 

strategies for land access, 

business structures, and regional 

financing
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1974 while teaching at the University of 

Tasmania, Bill Mollison and David Holmgren 

developed a joint framework for a 

sustainable Agriculture System

PERMACULTURE

ÔPermanent + 

Agriculture/Culture
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Permanent

ÔÍ fixed

ÔÍ stagnant

ÔSustainable

ÔFlowing

ÔEvolving

ÔAdapting over time

(Agri )culture & Culture

Ô Agriculture: cultivation of 
plants, animals, and fungi 
for food, fiber, biofuel, 
medicinal plants and other 
products used to sustain 
and enhance (human) life. 

Permaculture would say 

enhance the environment as 

well
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PERMACULTURE

ÔCulture cannot survive 

without sustainable 

agriculture base and 

landuse ethic

Permaculture

ÔMind set

ÔLifestyle

ÔHolistic driven behaviors

ÔSocially responsible life 

choices

ÔProcess
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PERMACULTURE ETHICS

ÔEarth Care

ÔPeople Care

ÔFair Share

EARTH CARE

ÔHippocratic Oath for the 
planet:

òéI will abstain 
from all intentional 
wrong -doing and 
harmó

ÔWork with nature

ÔBuild and protect 
resources

ÔSimplicity & diversity
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PEOPLE CARE

ÔEverything and 

everyone is connected

ÔMeet basic needs:

Food, water, shelter, 

education, meaningfull

livelihood, connection

ÔHelp people become 

self-reliant and 

promote community 

responsibility

Fair Share

ÔContribution of 
surplus: 

ÔTime

ÔMoney

ÔEnergy

To achieve the aims 
of earth and people 
care
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Permaculture Principles

Letõs look at your diagrams

ÔWho has their stick figure self next to your 
foodscape?

ÔWho has their stick figure self inside their 
foodscape?
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Where do I stand in the 

system/landscape/foodscape?

Ô Humans are not superior to other 
living forms.  

Ô We are not masters over nature. 

Ô See ourselves as nature; not 
separate from it.

Ô òEverything we do to other life 
forms we do to ourselves.ó  

Bill Mollison

Ô Do you see yourself in the system 
or outside the system?

How do I internalize this process
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Take time to observe and be in your 

landscape/foodscape 

Ô Work with nature not against it

Ô What was the land and natural 
environment like in the past?

Ô Finding the connection (the flow) 
between all parts of the system

Ô Take time to observe natural 
patterns and flows on the land:

Ô Where do you like to hang out, walk, 
ponder

Ô Water 

Ô Wind

Ô Sun

Ô Shade

Ô Warm and cool air

Ô wildlife


