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2016 

Elizabeth Gardner 

Small Fruit, Big Taste 

(Especially Berries!) 

Sandoval County Master Gardeners 

Albuquerque Area Master Gardeners 
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Starting with the All Time Favorites - Berries 

ÅWeôll talk about 

   - The oldies ï straw, rasp, black 

   - The good news ï a development or two  

  - Some oddballs 
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What All of the Oldies Need 

ÅDeeply modified soil 

   - With lots of organic matter 

  - To a depth of 12 inches or more 

ÅTo be planted dormant 

    - Call now, maybe you can still get some 

   - With virus-free stock 
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I Use Raised Beds for Berries 
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Why I Use Raised Beds for Berries 

ÅReason 1 ï To thwart the !%#$& gophers 

 (bottom lined with ıò hardware cloth) 

ÅAll other reasons: 

   - Easier to create the ñdeeply modified soilò 

           Å Compost 

           Å  Coir (or Canadian peat)  

           Å  Phosphorus! 

           Å Native soil, a ñlivingò soil (I hope) 

   - Easier to contain the berries (they wander) 

   - Easier on the joints 
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Starting with Strawberries ï the Most Sensitive 

ÅTo Heat 

   - Plant on north or east side 

  - Mulch with pine needles or straw 

  - Donôt stress for water; drip irrigate  

   - Light shade cloth, if necessary 

ÅTo Alkaline soil ï prepare with lots of organic matter 

ÅTo Salt in soil 

   - Leach salts away (deep watering) ~ monthly 

   - Harvest rain water 

  - Infuse a little vinegar 

ÅTo Frost 

  - Raised beds next to house might help, as will é 

  - Row cover on freezing nights 
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Strawberry Types to Choose from: 

ÅóStealing ó Berries ï Musk and Alpine 

 

ÅJune Bearers 

 

ÅDay Neutral / Everbearers 
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Musk and Alpine, the ñStealing Berriesò 

ÅSmall and Extremely Sweet 

ÅGood if you arenôt into óproductionô strawberries 

ÅHeirloom berries 

ÅMusk 

   - Generate runners to form ground cover 

   - Zone 5 - 10 

ÅAlpine 

  - No runners but may reseed 

  - Mounded plant 

  - Implies they are for higher elevation 
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I Used to Grow Alpine Strawberries 
(Alpine Mignonette) 

Small and extremely sweet 
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June Bearer Strawberries 

ÅOne crop only in June/July 

 

ÅWould be good for putting up,  

 when you want lots ready at the same time 

 

ÅThe Problem ï They usually bloom in March 

  - If you lose the blossoms to frost, you lose the yearôs crop 

  - Frost protection may save them 
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Everbearer / Day Neutral Strawberries 

ÅProduce berries from ~June until frost ! 

 

ÅBiggest production usually late summer into fall 

 

ÅThus, you should always get some berries every year 
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I Have Grown Tribute ï A Day Neutral 

ÅRocky Mountain ancestry 

ÅFlavorful and Disease Resistant 

ÅLighter production all summer with big fall crop 

ÅZones 3-10 

ÅOther possible varieties 

 ï TriStar (Day Neutral) 

 ï Ogallala (Everbearer) 

 ï Eversweet (Everbearer) 

 ï Seascape (Day neutral) 

Iôm switching to 

these in 2016 } 
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Tribute 
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Strawberry Methods 

Å Plant on 12ò centers, ~ 1st of April 

 - Mulch with organic mulch 

Å Established plants bloom mid to late March 

  - Cover with row cover on freezing nights 

  - Uncover during day for pollination 

Å Keep plants 2-4 years, then take them out 

  - Diseases build up by then 

  - Plant new  in another location 

  - Cutting off runners gives larger berries (everbearers) 

Å Can also be grown on woven weed mats  

 with drip irrigation under mat 
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With Drip Irrigation and a Weed Mat 

One Might Need a Fertilizer Infusor 

Hozon Siphon 

Mixer 

EZ-Flo 
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Other Strawberry Facts 

ÅFertilize 

   ï Phosphorus (at roots) in early spring  

  ï Side dress with light nitrogen  

   after spring growth and in mid-summer 

  ï Compost cover in winter 

ÅSpider Mites ï Occur in hot dry weather  

  ï Spray with water to dislodge  

  or with Neem or insecticidal soap 

ÅHarvest when fully ripe (wonôt ripen in storage) 
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Raspberries ï  

Slightly More Tolerant than Strawberries 

ÅRaspberries still need care:  
   - generous bed prep,  

   with compost and Canadian Peat or coir 

   - must have well-drained soil 

   - can be heat sensitive (everbearers more tolerant of heat) 

   - donôt stress for water 

Å  Planting:   
   - Plant ~mid-March 

   + Make trench 3ò deep 

    + Lay out the long roots along trench 

    + Cover with dirt  

    + Shoots emergve within 3 or 4 weeks 

Å  Last ~15 years  
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June Bearers Are ñStandardò  

ÅCane grows first summer, then 

 produces berries in second summer 

Å In fall, remove old (second summer) canes,  

 leave new canes, which will produce berries  

 the next summer 

ÅOne heavy crop in June or July, often lost to frost 

   ï Bloom in March on full-sized canes 

  ï Full sized canes are hard to protect from frost 

ÅNeed trellising; canes reach 4-6ô 
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Primocane Raspberries ! 

ÅPrimocanes are everbearers   

   - Bear on new wood, the same season they came up 

  - No frost damage because you cut back 

   all to 1 to 2ò after growing season 

   (mulch in winter) 

  - Tolerate our heat better 

  - Ripen August until frost 

    - Generally sweeter, redder 

Å  If you really want to, you can leave the canes up over the 

   winter, try for an early crop on those 2nd year canes. 
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Early Spring 

Salman Raspberry Ranch  La Cueva, NM   

All canes were mowed down the previous fall 
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Salman Raspberries in Summer 

They jump right back up in summer 
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Salman raspberries ready to go 
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Raspberries Grown at Salmanôs 

ÅThey ñensureò the season by growing 6 different varieties,  

  all primocanes and Zone 3 

 

   ï  Carolina ï Adapted to warmer weather 

   ï  Autumn Britten ï Early ripening 

  ï  Autumn Bliss - Early 

   ï  Polana ï For colder areas 

   ï  Polka, new from Poland 
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My Favorite!  Anne Raspberries 

ÅFABULOUS old-time 

raspberry flavor 

 

ÅDonôt ship well;  

canôt get them 

commercially 

 

ÅGood for backyard 

 

ÅLate season; will 

produce well at 

lower elevations 

 


