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From Dr. Amanda Skidmore, IPM Specialist 
Most of the moths we are seeing are Noctuidae, possibly cut 
worm species. These moths are making the news in the ABQ 
area. It looks like Jason Schaller  (ABQ BioPark entomologist) is 
on top of it.  https://www.kob.com/new-mexico-news/new-
mexico-faces-moth-invasion/5727972/  The weather conditions 
are perfect for them right now, and the greater Albuquerque 
area has seen 'outbreaks' of these moths pretty regularly over 
the years. Their larva (army and cutworms) damage young 
plants.  The adults are more active at night because there is 
higher humidity, and will be hiding in sheltered areas during the 

day. The best advice is to keep them out of the house.  Check that there are no holes in your 
screens and turn off outdoor lights that are near entry ways. 
 
They should go away as it gets hotter and drier. There is no management recommendations to 
eliminate them. An electric bug zapper placed away from entry ways might help, but will 
probably just fill quickly and bring more into the yard.  
 
Protecting your plants from the moth larva: 
 
Two helpful publications:  
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/GARDEN/VEGES/PESTS/cutworm.html   
https://vegetableguide.usu.edu/insects/potato/cutworms 
 
The larva state of the moth are cutworms or armyworms, and are 
common in New Mexico. They are nocturnal and often attack 
young seedlings. During the day they will hide at the base of plant sunder loose soil. 
One helpful identification hint is that they will often curl into a "C" shape when disturbed. They 
range from grey-green to brown to dark brown in color. Scout plants regularly for larvae and 
damage.  Damage to young plants includes 'cut' stems and damage to leaves. The easiest way 
to find this is to search young plants at dusk/after dark with a flashlight. They can be removed 
by hand and placed in a dish of soapy water. Kaolin clay or diatomaceous can be sprinkled on 
and round plants to help deter them and abrade their skin causing them to desiccate. Plant 
collars or row covers can help prevent establishment, but should be put in place at the time of 
planting. If row covers are used after planting, then plants should be searched for pests before 
placing covers and monitored regularly to make sure pests haven't been trapped underneath. 
Bt products can be effective at controlling young larvae.  
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