
Food Security

ISSUE

Due to the COVID19 pandemic, families on the edge financially tipped into poverty. Since March 15, 2020, 
the State Workforce Solutions paid over $2 billion in assistance to more than 200,000 New Mexico residents.  
Compared to the unemployment rate of 4.9% in July of 2019, the unemployment rate increased by 159% by 
July 2020. Feeding America’s “The impact of the Coronavirus on Food Security” report projects a 46% 
increase in overall food insecurity and a 50% increase in child food insecurity in Sandoval County. The 
demand for food assistance will continue to increase as the impacts of the virus further erode the economy 
and job market.  

NMSU EXTENSION RESPONSE 

The Sandoval Extension Master Gardener program continues to meet the demand for food assistance and 
strengthen the local food system through teaching food gardening and service projects.  The Seed2Need and 
Corrales Family Practice and Harper Family Community Donation Garden, produce fresh vegetables and fruits 
for over 17 food pantries. Despite the coronavirus, the Seed2Need garden reported a high volunteer turnout 
with over 374 volunteers contributing 993 hours to seeding, transplanting, weeding, watering, and harvesting 
over 27,346 pounds of fresh vegetables. Through Seed2Need, Sliverleaf Family Farm in Corrales donated 
4,490 pounds of its produce to local food banks.  The Corrales Family Practice and Harper family Community 
Donation Garden grew over 3,200 pounds of vegetables for the St. Felix pantry in Rio Rancho which serves 
over 1,000 community members a week and 1,250,000 meals per year.  Garden volunteers contributed over 
720 hours.  A Seed2Need and St. Felix pantry volunteer stated, “I…was able to sort and pack the vegetables 
provided by Seed2Need. Quite honestly had we not had the tomatoes, peppers, and squash from your farm 
our offerings to the customer would have been meager. It was so appreciated!” 

Demand for gardening classes increased due to the consumer perception of food scarcity, hording, and 
shortages at grocery stores.  In response to the demand, a multi-county collaboration of agents and the State 
Horticulture and IPM Specialists created “Ready, Set, Grow” a twice monthly live virtual gardening series.  
Classes are scheduled through December of 2020.  The class offerings for 2021 is currently being developed 
allowing input for class topics and facilitation to extension faculty state-wide.

IMPACT

• Grew and donated over 30,796 pounds of fresh produce to 17 local food pantries and the RoadRunner 
regional food bank 

• Amount of fresh vegetables grown equaled 2,566 meals with a market value of over $52,429 ($1.67 per 
pound Feeding America.org)

• Provided fourteen in person and two virtual gardening classes with 1,530 participants

For more information contact: 
SEMG Outreach - outreach@sandovalmastergardeners.org 
Visit our website at: www.sandovalmastergardeners.org
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