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COORDINATOR’S CORNER
Do you know how awesome this organization
is?
There are many very dedicated
volunteers that give selflessly of their time
and talents. I had the pleasure of hosting a
group of 29 of them at my house on
Saturday, October 17th. We started with a
potluck meal and we all left with a full belly!

of opportunities that are available for our
membership to participate in. Great dialogue!

We discussed sharing resources and ideas
between similar projects. For example: schools,
plant clinics, grower’s markets, and gardens.
Please watch your email because Lynda Garvin
(our Extension Agent in Bernalillo) does a great
Sandoval County Extension
job of sending out opportunities as they come up
P.O. Box 400
Everyone in attendance was either on the for our continuing education and reaching more
Bernalillo, NM 87004
board or a chair of one of the committees or of the community.
projects. Each was introduced to the group
Ph: 505-867-2582
by someone who knew them pretty well. We A common theme that surfaced over and over was
Email: Sandoval@nmsu.edu
learned that many of our members volunteer how important the relationships are in SCMG. We
sandovalmastergardeners.org at multiple events. It was wonderful to hear show up and stick around more when we know
the accolades given to each other openly by people, when we feel connected and when we
feel like we are a part of the group. I hope that
their peers.
all of you master gardeners will check out the
website
http://sandovalmastergardners.org
I
did
a
presentation
to
tie
together
the
New Mexico State Uni(News
&
Information
->Calendar) and attend as
30-some-odd
projects
or
responsibilities
that
versity is an equal oppormany
of
the
events
as
you can. Don’t be shy
all
our
members
volunteer
for
including:
tunity/affirmative action
when
you
get
there.
Walk up to someone,
Education, Community Outreach, Volunteer
employer and educator.
Services and Administration. I believe we are introduce yourself and strike up a conversation
all surprised and impressed with the number about gardening! EASY! You could make a huge
NMSU and the U.S. Department of Agriculture
cooperating.

FROM LYNDA’S DESK
SCMG Newsletter
Submissions
Deadline:
15th of each month
Please submit news,
articles, events and
photographs to:

scmgnewsletter@gmail.com
Editor: Mike Stoy

Happy Thanksgiving! I am thankful for such
a wonderful group of talented, dedicated,
and passionate people. I’m busy crunching
numbers and writing up my annual report.
What I can say is the Sandoval County
Master Gardeners are an impressive and awe
inspiring group.
You have completely
outdone yourselves this year. Highlights of
our accomplishments together are as follows:
We had 30 people complete the 2015 Master
Gardener Training and their volunteer hours.
Welcome to the new veterans.
129 Master Gardeners completed their time
sheets totaling a whopping 13,708 hours.

That is an average of 106 hours per volunteer.
Last year your average was 88 hours per person.
The 2014 Bureau of Labor value for a volunteer
hour is $23.07. This means your volunteer hours
add up to $316,244, equivalent to over 7 full time
employees with a gross salary of $45,000. With
your help the extension office has offered 47
classes and workshops to the public with over
1,244 participants. For outreach to the public on
the latest science-based horticulture information
which includes plant clinics at growers markets
and other locations, the Hotline, Home Visits, and
other community events we have served 2,421
people. With the school programs, the Rio
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COORDINATOR’S CORNER - Continued
difference in someone’s involvement with the many projects
we are responsible for.
Remember to start tracking your hours for 2015-2016. If
you do it as you go, the end of the year reporting is EASY!
Don’t have the Time Sheet? Go to our website, or just click
here and download the Excel form to your computer and
fill it in each time you participate in a SCMG event (Saturday
we each logged 3 hours of Administration Hours!) When

FROM LYNDA’S DESK - Continued
Rancho science Expo, Water Festival, and community
events we have reached 8,673 children in the county. The
latest numbers in from Penny Davis, the Seed2Need garden
hit a record harvest of 67,372 pounds of fresh produce,
with another 2000 pounds expected in the last harvest, for
the Roadrunner and other food pantries. The garden had
1,442 volunteers contributing 2,750+ hours of work in the
garden.
Other good news, the State Master Gardener Program
Manager has been hired and begins working out of the Los
Lunas Agriculture Science Center on November 2nd. Her

you fill in your time sheet make sure you log your hours
and categorize them (Education, Community Outreach,
Volunteer Services or Administration).
Watch for more information in the coming months about
the awesome changes that are being made in the education
curriculum of interns (which will be available to all Master
Gardeners).
- Barbara Dawson

name is Lynn Kelly White. She has a PhD and a Master’s
Degree in Education – CIMTE (Curriculum and Instruction
in Multicultural Teacher Education). She is also a Master
Gardener with the Albuquerque program. She will help
develop state-wide standards and consistency among the
county Master Gardener programs. She will also help with
leadership training, project development, marketing, and
so much more.
It’s been a great program year. Thanks again for all you
do.
Be Well - Lynda

2015 Master Gardener Hours
Volunteer Service

Community Outreach

Continuing Education

27%
54%
19%
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SCMG Life Members

Therese and Edward Barts
Enrolling in the Sandoval County Master Gardeners Class that
started in January, 2000 was a significant beginning. We were
moving into our brand new Corrales home that month and
had no idea how to develop the sandbox surrounding our
place. Besides that, I had recently retired and Edward agreed
we'd take the course together.
Our class was the largest ever and Rudy Benavidez, the
Sandoval County Extension Agent back then, needed new
projects for our group. I volunteered to chair Seeds in the
Schools. That project led to planting seeds with children at
Casa San Ysidro for both Heritage Day and the Corrales
Harvest Festival.
Inspired by SCMG Margaret Vedeler, we started the SCMG
Info Table at the Corrales Growers Market and chaired that
activity for several years. Also, we helped with many other
SCMG projects.

Cathryne Richards

John Armstrong, a member of out class of 2000 started the
SCMG Newsletter. I took it over when he moved back to
Texas. The real reason I did that was as penance for missing
many deadlines for written assignments years ago. A
computer with word processing was the key for me to get
that job done.
A most amusing memory is the two blue ribbons from a
Sandoval County Fair for an acorn squash and a pie pumpkin.
Both evaded the squash bugs and actually made it to maturity
in late July one year. These two were volunteer sprouts from
the kitchen compost. I actually thought the squash was a
cucumber vine when it first appeared.
Being a volunteer for the SCMG has been very rewarding and
fun for both of us. We shall continue on as very basic learning
gardeners. For the volunteer part, my motto remains “what
we do we do and what we don't we don't.”
Many thanks from both of us are due to NMSU, to the
Extension Service, to our County Agents, to a long list of our
fellow SCMGs (especially Judy Jacobs who planted a world
renowned ginkgo tree in the Corrales Village Complex for our
humble efforts), and to former Extension Agent, Rudy
Benavidez, who promoted us to lifetime status a few years
ago. None the less, we made it all this way to 2015!

There's little risk in becoming overly proud of one's
garden because gardening by its very nature is humbling.
It has a way of keeping you on your knees.

November 2015

Plant of the month

Sandoval County Master Gardener Newsletter

Page 4

Sweet Autumn Clematis

Article & Photo by Jan Koehler, SCMG

Sweet Autumn Clematis
Scientific Name:
Other Common Name: Sweet autumn virgin’s bower
Type: Perennial
Family: Ranunculaceae
Native Range: Japan
Growth habit: Vine
Zone: 5 to 9
Height: 15 to 30 feet
Spread: 15 to 30 feet
Bloom Time: August to September
Bloom Description: Creamy white, petit
Sun: Full sun to part shade
Water: Medium
Maintenance: High
Suggested Use: Trellis, arbor, post, fence, dense ground
cover
Flower: Showy, Fragrant
Tolerate: Shade
Culture
This delicately fragrant prolific fall blooming vine is easily
grown in average, medium, well-drained soil in full sun to
part shade. Unlike almost all other species of clematis which
require shaded roots and sun-drenched vines to bloom
profusely, this plant will actually thrive and bloom well in
considerable shade. The plant blooms on new growth and
thrives when pruned hard in fall after flowering or in early
spring. As with most varieties of clematis, this plant is also
a heavy feeder. A low-nitrogen fertilizer, such as 5-10-10
in the spring of the year will be appreciated by this garden
delight.
Noteworthy Characteristics
The deciduous Sweet Autumn Clematis is a vigorous,
twining vine with an extremely rampant growth habit. When
given a support, it climbs rapidly with the aid of leaf petioles
tendrils to 20-25' in length. Without support, it will sprawl
along the ground as a dense, tangled ground cover (to 6-12"
tall and 10' wide) which typically chokes out most weeds.
The delicate looking profuse blooms are aromatic, 1"
diameter, cruciform, and pure white (each with 4 narrow
petal-like sepals) in terminal panicles from mid-August to
mid-September typically covering the compound, leatherytextured, shiny green leaves (3-5 oval to elliptic leaflets with
cordate bases). The flowers give way to attractive, plumelike seed heads. Sweet autumn clematis can aggressively
self-seed in the landscape, and has escaped cultivation and
naturalized in many parts of the U.S., particularly in the
East and Midwest, but has not found its way onto the
invasive species list in the arid Southwest.
has

become synonymous with and sometimes sold as
,
and
, although
technically
is a separate species native to New
Zealand.
Problems
No serious insect or disease problems have been noted for
this garden delight in the NM garden. Spreading of this
sometimes hard-to-control vine has been known to cover
nearby shrubs to a point of smothering the shrub. Vines
should and can be pruned at anytime to control this unwanted
spread.
Propagation
Root softwood cuttings in spring, semi-ripe cuttings in early
summer
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CLTE4
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantF
inderDetails.aspx?kempercode=a300
http://www.hgtvgardens.com/vines/growing-sweet-autumnclematis
http://www.finegardening.com/sweet-autumn-clematisclematis-terniflora

November 2015

Sandoval County Master Gardener Newsletter

Volunteering

Mentoring Interns

Mentoring: Let’s Make 2016 A Great Year!
Article by Judy Carter, SCMG

We are excited about our new Sandoval County Master Gardener
Intern Class of 2016. Each year we have an opportunity to
welcome new applicants and ensure their successful integration
into our organization as community volunteers.
Over the last four years our Mentoring Program has successfully
evolved into an invaluable resource that strives to support, guide,
and encourage each intern. It has also become an excellent
means for networking and becoming familiar with the many
educational and demonstration projects we offer to our
community.
Mentoring succeeds when one person invests time, energy, and
personal involvement in the growth and stability of another
person. It is also an integral value added component to
successful master gardener programs across the country.

Volunteering
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We are thankful for each and every mentor who has served
over the last four years and look forward to our fifth year with
a new group of interns who will bring “new eyes” on our
operations and program goals and a wealth of untapped talent.
As Veteran Master Gardeners we shared knowledge, listened
to problems, inspired, and helped each other set and reach
goals. Why not start off the New Year with a new intern and
perhaps a new friendship that lasts a lifetime?
Training dates for the Class of 2016 are January 12, 2016
through April 19, 2016 from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. If your are
interested in serving as a mentor this year, please contact Judy
Carter, Mentor Program Chair
A Mentor Training meeting will be held Wednesday, December
2, 2015, 11:00 a.m., in the Extension Office meeting room.
Contact: Sandoval County Master Gardener Judy Carter,
Mentor Program Chair

Fundraising Committee

Calling all Brilliant Fund Raisers
Article by Gretchen Neiman, SCMG

Your Fund Raising Committee is holding a meeting at the County
Extension Office on Wednesday, November 4, at 10:30. We
meet four to five times a year to discuss the various activities
we are involved in throughout the year that raises funds for the
SCMG. During fiscal year ending September 2015 the Fund
Raising Committee raised over $2000.00 that was donated to
the Sandoval County Master Gardeners.
Currently we have an annual plant sale. We have our own
gardeners who grow plants from seed, typically tomatoes. At
one of the markets where the plants were sold there was a
question about adding more chili’s so maybe that will happen
next year.
We also have a quilt raffle that is made by one of the members
of the committee. The role of the committee is to sell tickets at
different venues. This role not only involves sales but you will
also do a lot of community outreach hours. Keep this in mind

when we are looking for volunteers to help out. And it is really
nice sitting at Jericho Nursery or at Idalia Market talking to the
public.
We also sell the logo clothing. I am looking for some new
ideas for marketing this project. Is it just enough to sell only
during class time? Do YOU have ideas? If so, we’d like to hear
them.
We also have a continual aluminum can drive. You save the
cans, turn them in to your local recycle center and then donate
the money to us. You can give the money to any Board
Member or any member of the Fund Raising Committee. We
just need a conduit to get the funds to the Treasurer.
If we had more members we could do more activities and raise
more funds. Your ideas and sweat equity are more than
welcome.
Contact: Sandoval County Master Gardener Gretchen
Neiman, Committee Chair
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When to Harvest Vegetables

Revised Article by: Stephanie Walker
Extension Vegetable Specialist and Assistant
Professor, Department of Extension Plant
Sciences, New Mexico State University

Cantaloupe (muskmelon)—When stem separates easily
from fruit (full slip). May also be harvested at half-slip stage
(only half of stem slips cleanly off fruit when forced) for
commercial shipping.

Asparagus—Cut or snap spears off at soil line when 6 to
10 inches long, before heads open. Cease harvesting when
average spear diameter is less than 1/4 inch.

Carrots—Depending on variety, about 3/4 to 1 1/2 inches
in diameter. In fall, harvest before moderate frost.

Beans (snap)—Full-sized pods, beans about 1/4 of their
mature size, before constrictions in the pod are evident.
Beans (lima)—When well filled, but not overmature. Seeds
should be green and tender.
Beets—Diameter of 1 1/2 to 2 inches. Harvest before hot
weather in spring or moderate frost in fall. Tops used for
greens should be tender.
Broccoli—When head is fully developed and tight and
before flowers begin to open. Remove with sharp knife,
leaving 4 to 6 inches of stem.
Brussels Sprouts—Mature from bottom up. Harvest
sprouts when bright green, plump, and firm and before hard
freeze occurs. Sprouts will taste sweeter if left on the plant
until after mild frost.
Cabbage—Compact, firm head. Heads may burst and
become unmarketable during hot weather.
Cabbage, Chinese (heading or pe tsai)—When heads
are firm, removing outer leaves.
Cabbage, Chinese (non-heading or pak choy/bok
choy)—Single leaves or complete plant.

Cauliflower—Tie or break outer leaves over developing
head (curd) when 1 to 2 inches in diameter to protect from
sunlight (blanch). Check curds every 2 to 3 days and harvest
when full sized, white, tight, and smooth (not ricey).
Chard (Swiss)—As leaves become large enough. Harvest
continuously through summer until frost.
Collards (kale and mustard)—Young plants or lower
leaves on older plants. Leaves should be young and tender.
Taste improves with cool weather.
Corn (sweet)—When kernels are near full size and at the
milk stage. Silks should be brown.
Cucumbers (pickling)—At desired size.
Cucumbers (slicing)—Before seeds become half-size.
Varies with variety, but fruit should be 1 1/2 to 2 1/2 inches
in diameter, 5 to 8 inches long, and should not yet have
turned yellow.
Eggplant—Immature to less than full-grown, firm, and
glossy black to purple in color (or as appropriate for the
cultivar). Harvest before skin toughens and seeds become
large.
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When to Harvest Vegetables - continued
Kohlrabi—Fleshy, swollen stem about 2 1/2 to 3 inches in
diameter; before stem becomes woody.
Lettuce (head)—As heads become solid, yielding slightly
to pressure.

Rhubarb—Delay harvest until second year after
establishment. Established plantings (3 years) can be
harvested for approximately 8 weeks. Harvest largest and
best stalks by grasping each stalk near base and pulling
slightly in one direction.

Lettuce (leaf)—Whole plant before hot weather occurs.
Outer leaves can also be removed to allow for multiple
harvests.

Spinach—Can be cut just below crown for once-over
harvest, or above the growing point to allow regrowth. Older
leaves can also be pinched off near the base of the plant
to allow multiple harvests.

Okra—Immature pods (3 to 4 inches long).

Squash (summer)—As immature fruit when young

Onions (bulb)—Depending on variety, when about half
the tops have weakened and fallen over and bulbs are at
least 2 inches in diameter.

fruit varieties (zucchini) are harvested when 6 to 8

Onions (bunching)—Before bulbing starts or before they
become too thick (over 1/2 inch diameter).
Parsnips—Can be harvested any time they have attained
a desired size. Taste improves after exposure to several
moderate freezes before being dug.
Peas (English)—Bright green, pods fully developed but
still tender, and before seeds develop fully. Peas should be
sweet when raw.
Peas (edible pod)—Harvest when pods fully developed,
but before seeds are more than half full size.
Peppers (bell, sweet)—Fruit should be full size but still
firm and crisp in texture. Harvest when green if green fruits
are desired. If sweeter, more mature fruits are desired,
leave on plant until red, yellow, orange, or purple color
develops, according to variety.
Peppers (green chile)—Fruit should be full size, firm, and
crisp when squeezed. Harvest when fruit are green or green
with a slight amount of red color.
Peppers (red chile)—Fruit should be allowed to turn
completely red and left on plant until partially to fully dried.
Potatoes (Irish)—Because tubers continue to grow until
vines die, they should not be harvested until vines turn
yellow or die. Tubers should be allowed to cure for a few
days in a well-ventilated, shady place. For new potatoes,
harvest at any early stage of development.
Potatoes (sweet)—Before freezing weather. Cure under
warm conditions (80–85°F) for a week.
Pumpkins—Fruit should be fully colored with skins
sufficiently hardened to resist denting with a fingernail.
Harvest before a hard freeze.
Radishes—As soon as roots reach edible size.

and
tender. Fingernail should easily penetrate rind. Longinches long, while scallops should be 3 to 4 inches in
diameter.
Squash (winter)—Rind should be firm and glossy and
resist denting with a fingernail. Portion of fruit that touches
soil should be cream to orange in color when mature.
Harvest before a heavy frost.
Tomatoes—At the pink stage or beyond, but while fruit is
still firm.
Turnips—About 1 1/2 to 3 inches in diameter.
Watermelons—Tendril opposite fruit withers as fruit
ripens; soil spot (where watermelon rests on soil) turns from
white to creamy yellow; the rind at the soil spot becomes
tough and resists denting with a fingernail; rapping or
thumping produces a dull sound at maturity rather than a
hollow sound.

Original authors:
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Project

Placitas Garden Tour
Article by: Sandy Liakus, SCMG
Photo by: Sue Trevor, SCMG
The inaugural Placitas Garden Tour is planned for Saturday
May 14, 2016. The Placitas Garden Tour, an annual event, is
being developed along similar lines to the Corrales Garden
Tour. The Placitas Garden Tour will provide an interesting and
educational annual event for the Placitas community and
general public with focus on garden horticulture and landscape
education unique to Placitas landscapes and micro-climates.
The Placitas Garden Tour as planned will have the added fund
raising benefit for two co-beneficiaries: the Sandoval County
Master Gardeners, with initial benefit to their Placitas garden
projects, and the Placitas Community Library, a non-profit
volunteer organization.
It is anticipated that these two
organizations will provide the bulk of the volunteer effort and
the resources to make the Placitas Garden Tour a successful
and self sustaining venture.
The Placitas Garden Tour has been approved by the Board of
Sandoval County Master Gardeners for volunteer hours in the
appropriate areas of community outreach, education and
volunteer leadership development. We will need your help
as Sandoval County Master Gardener Volunteers in all of the
aforementioned areas. We will keep you informed as we
complete our efforts in securing (6) gardens for the 2016
Placitas Garden Tour.
Contact: Sandoval County Master Gardeners Sandra Liakus
and Sue Trevor

Administration

Time to start
2016 time- cards!

Classes starting

Invite a friend to join
SCMG
Staff
DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO WANTS TO BECOME A
MASTER GARDNER? Please share this with them.

Staff

Applications are accepted August through November each
We all turned in our 2015 volunteer hour
s p r e a d s h e e t s year. Applications received after the class fills are placed on
recently, which covered through September. M e m b e r s a wait list.
should start keeping track of hours for 2016 on a new spreadsheet.
To apply for the next Master Gardener Course, contact the
Sandoval Ex- tension Office for an application or download
It’s easy to lose track if you don’t start recording hours right
the SCMG Application.
away. Don’t rely on your memory and try to fill out your
spreadsheet months after you did the work. Download a new
Be sure to read the Application Letter so that you understand
spread- sheet here and have it ready.
the Program Requirements before applying.

Please review the training schedule for 2015: Intern Training
Schedule (The 2016 schedule will be posted soon.)
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The Bulletin Board
Master Composter Workshops

Seed Library Activities

11/04/2015 Home Composting Basics: 12:00 pm to
1:30 pm at CNM Montoya Campus. Free to the public. No
registration is required. You are welcome to stay
for Composting with Worms which will follow at 2:00 (see
below).

The Sandoval County Seed Library will be having their Fall
Seed Library Orientation and Seed Saving Workshop.
The Speaker will be Lynda Garvin, Agriculture/Horticulture Agent for Sandoval County.

11/04/2015 Composting with Worms
(Vermicomposting): 2:00 pm to 3:00 pm at CNM
Montoya Campus. Free to the public. No registration is
required. Come at 12:00 if you'd also like to attend
the Home Composting Basics class (see above).

Classes will be October 3rd, 10am-12 noon.

11/14/2015 Desert Composting Workshop: 9:00 am
to 5:00 pm at the Albuquerque Garden Center. The
workshop will include five classes: Composting Basics,
Garden Soil Amending, Compost Tea, Composting with
Worms, and Bucket Composting with Bokashi. Cost is $25.
Registration and prepayment is required by 11/7/2015. See
Desert Composting Workshop for class schedule and
information about how to register.

Orientation will cover how the Seed Library is organized,
how to check out seeds, and the donation process. T h e
Workshop will cover pollination, varietal purity and isolation techniques, criteria for plant seed selection and seed
storage.

Location: Esther Bone Memorial Library
950 Pinetree Road SE
Rio Rancho, NM

Contact: Sandoval County Master Gardener John Millard

SCMG Board of Directors
SCMG Board of Directors meets the 3rd Tuesday of each
month.
Next Meeting November 17th from 3:00 - 4:00 p.m.
Where: Sandoval County Master Gardner’s Extension
Office: 711 Camino del Pueblo P.O. Box 400
Bernalillo NM 87004
The Board meeting is open to all. If you would like to have
an item added to the agenda, please let the Coordinator
(Barbara Dawson: SCMGCoordinator2016@gmail.com) know
by the Tuesday prior to the Board of Director’s Meeting.

Gardening With the Masters
Gardening with the Masters is a long-standing monthly
lecture series , presented by the SCMG. Master gardeners
and other invited experts offer useful horticultural presentations for the high desert home gardener. The lectures are
free and open to the public. Upcoming events:
November 3: Garlic 101: Diversity, Culture & Use - Dr.
Jeffrey Nekola
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Sunday

Monday

SCMG Board Meetings Third Tuesday
of month, Sandoval
County Extension
Office, 3:00pm

Click on links
below for more
info

1

2

8

9

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

NOTE: the official SCMG calendar is on the
website

3

4

5

6

7

-Gardening With the
Masters: Garlic 101

-DeLavy House garden 9-11am

-New Beginnings
9:30-11:00am

-Corrales Elementary
Garden 9:30-12:30

-Placitas Caterpillars
2:50-4:00pm

-WaterWise Garden
9:00-11:00am

10

11

12

13

14

18

19

20

21

26

27

28

-Bernalillo
Community
Garden 8am

-Corrales Elementary
Garden 9:30-12:30

15

16

Newsletter Articles
DUE!

17
-SCMG Board 3-4pm

-Placitas Caterpillars
2:50-4:00pm

-Corrales Elementary
Garden 9:30-12:30

22

23

24
-Corrales Elementary
Garden 9:30-12:30

29

30

25

Thanksgiving

December 2015
Sunday
SCMG Board Meetings Third Tuesday
of month, Sandoval
County Extension
Office, 3:00pm

Monday
NOTE: the official SCMG calendar is on the
website

Tuesday
1

2

-Gardening With the
Masters - Breaking
Bad… 7pm

-DeLavy House garden 9-11am
Mentor Training
Extension Office
11am
-Placitas Caterpillars
2:50-4:00pm

8

9

Click on links
below for more
info

6

7

Wednesday

Hanukkah Begins

13

Thursday
3

Friday

Saturday

4

5

11

12

-New Beginnings
9:30-11:00am

10
-New Beginnings
9:30-11:00am

14

15

16

17

18

19

SCMG Board
Meeting 3pm

Newsletter Articles
DUE!

20

21

22

23

24

25
Christmas Day

27

28

29

30

31

26
Kwanzaa Begins

