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COORDINATOR’S CORNER
Happy New Year!
I hope you and yours had a marvelous
2015.
My family and I went to the River of Lights
at the Botanical Gardens this year (actually
the first time I’ve been there). It was
beautiful! I highly recommend it.

Ph: 505-867-2582
One of my biggest take-aways was the
Email: Sandoval@nmsu.edu
knowledge about the Rio Grande Heritage
sandovalmastergardeners.org Farm, a re-creation of a 1930’s farmstead.
We did not see much of it but I understand
it includes an apple orchard, adobe
farmhouse, vineyard and berry bushes.
New Mexico State UniWhen we were there we were able to
versity is an equal oppor- sample the apple cider made from their
tunity/affirmative action
on-site apple press. Watch their calendar in
employer and educator.
NMSU and the U.S. Department of Agriculture
cooperating.

SCMG Newsletter
Submissions
Deadline:
21st of each month
Please submit news,
articles, events and
photographs to:

scmgnewsletter@gmail.com
Editor: Mike Stoy

October for more information on their annual
Apple Cider event!

FROM LYNDA’S DESK
Happy New Year! May you be blessed with
health, happiness, and abundance in your
lives and gardens. It’s been a great year at
the extension office and thanks to your
extraordinary efforts our horticulture
outreach has increased by 36% reaching
3,059 more adults and children in 2015
compared to 2014.
We have an amazing lineup of continuing
education and public classes for 2016, at
least one a month. Master Gardener Training
will be held at the Sandoval Historical Society.
This is a larger venue. The training will be
different this year, some new topics and lots
of seating. So come, learn, see old friends,
and meet the new interns. Check out the
Sandoval County Master Gardeners website

This is a year-round working farm where they
have many hands-on demonstrations, farm
activities and interpretive presentations. Might
be a great addition to the many continuing
education classes being offered this year
through SCMG. Check out Sam Thompson’s
article in this newsletter for all the details. I’m
so looking forward to spring!
- Barbara Dawson

for details and registration. You won’t want to
miss anything.
I will be coordinating a few community gatherings
to discuss climate resiliency. What are the issues?
How do we plan and what actions can we take
as individuals and community to adapt to our
changing climate? I will also be monitoring a
study on three local species of milkweed for
Monarch butterflies and other pollinators. I will
be asking for volunteers to be citizen scientists
conducting the trails in your gardens. You’ll be
hearing more on that soon. I am looking forward
to another wonderful year. Thank you for all you
do. I can’t say it enough.
- Lynda
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Plant of the Month

Parsley
Article & Photos by Jan Koehler, SCMG
Plant of the Month - Parsley
Scientific Name:
Other Common Name: Curly or Curly Leaf Parsley (
) Flat Leaf or Italian Parsley (
), Hamburg Parsley (
)
Type: Annual/Biennial Herb
Family: Apiaceae (Carrot family)
Native Range: Mediterranean region of Southern Europe
Height: 8-14” to 2-3’ depending on variety
Spread: 10-12” dense clumps
Sun: Full sun to part shade
Water: Medium
Maintenance: Medium
Suggested Use: Herb garden, kitchen garden, container garden, borders
Leaf: Edible as are the seeds/stem/roots (particularly the
Hamburg variety)
Attracts: Butterflies
History
Parsley is the world's most popular herb. Native to the
Mediterranean region of Southern Europe, parsley has been
cultivated for more than 2,000 years having been used
medicinally prior to being consumed as a food. It derives its
name from the Greek word meaning "rock celery". This herb
was sacred to ancient Greeks who used it to crown the victors
with chaplets of Parsley at the Isthmian games, and made it
into wreaths for adorning the tombs of their deceased. It
supposedly sprung from the blood of a Greek hero,
Archemorus, who was the forerunner of death. Homer wrote
that chariot horses were fed the leaves by warriors. Ancient
Greek gardens were often bordered with Parsley and Rue.
The practice of using parsley as a garnish was never used by
the Greeks, but actually has a long history that can be traced
back to the civilization of the ancient Romans. While it is
uncertain when parsley began to be consumed as a seasoning,
it is believed to have started during the Middle Ages in Europe.
Some historians credit Charlemagne with its popularization
since he had it grown on his estates.
Varieties
Although there are more than 30 varieties of parley, several
are the more commonly used and cultivated. The most
common variety is common or curly parsley,
. Of this variety, there are no less than 37 variations;
the most valuable are those of a compact habit with close,
perfectly curled leaves and typically grow 8-14 inches tall,
forming dense clumps which are great for borders, interplanting in the garden beds, and indoor or outdoor containers.
is more pungent than the flat-leaf Italian
parsley,
, which is another popular variety.

This plant can grow quite tall (2-3 ft) and is more gangly in
habit. The flat serrated leaves have a much stronger and
sweeter flavor than the other varieties, making it more
desirable for cooking. Dried parsley of either variety has
minimal flavor if any.
The variety known as Hamburg
parsley,
, is mainly grown for its white, fleshy,
parsnip-like roots, used in flavoring soups. This variety is a
relatively new species, having only been developed within
the past two hundred years and has only recently begun
gaining popularity. Tall, fern-like leaves make up the foliage.
Japanese parsley, which is actually another species,
, resembles the Italian parsley but is
not commonly grown. It has a more bitter taste and is
sometimes used in Asian cooking.
Continued on next page
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Plant of the Month - continued
Culture
As with most herbs, parsley does best in a sunny area which
receives direct light for 6-8 hours a day, although it can
tolerate some light shade especially in our intense afternoon
desert sun. Plants will be more productive if grown in well
drained soil that is fairly rich in organic matter, with a pH range
of 6.0-7.0 making container cultivation ideal in this part of
New Mexico.
Although germination is notoriously slow, seed propagation is
the easiest way to start plants. The rate of germination is
dependent upon seed freshness, ranging from 2-5 weeks. To
help hasten the process, soak the seeds in warm water for up
to twenty-four hours prior to planting. For a continuous supply,
three sowings should be made: as early in February as the
weather permits and may take up to a month to germinate,
in April or early May germination may be quicker and provides
usable cut herbs throughout the summer, and in July and early
August in a sheltered position, with a southern exposure for
a winter supply.
Seeds can be started indoors in the late winter approximately
6-8 weeks ahead of the last frost date. Seeds can also be sown
directly in the ground where they are to be grown, after
danger of spring frosts has passed. Cover seeds with 1/8 inch
of soil, and keep them moist. Since germination is so slow,
it's a good idea to mark the rows. Emerging seedlings will
appear almost grass-like, with two narrow seed leaves
opposite each other. Thin or transplant seedlings when they
are 2-3 inches high. Final spacing should be 10-12 inches
apart.
Plants should not be allowed to dry out completely between
watering if they were sown directly into the garden. Watering
deeply at least once a week insures the roots are receiving
enough moisture during the growing season. A light mulch of
ground up leaves or grass clippings helps retain moisture and
also keeps weeds to a minimum.
It is advisable to fertilize plants in garden beds once or twice
during the growing season, using a 5-10-5 commercial
fertilizer at a rate of 3 oz per 10 feet of row. A liquid fertilizer
should be used at one half the label recommended strength
every 3-4 weeks for container grown plants outside and every
4-6 weeks for parsley grown indoors.

This will induce a new growth of fine leaves, and may always
be done when the plants have matured, as it encourages a
stocky growth.
Fresh parsley has the best quality and best flavor. It should
be rinsed and wrapped in a paper towel and then a plastic
bag. Refrigerated it will last for a week. Although parsley
can be dried or frozen, much flavor is lost. Plants remain
green and productive into fall and can usually handle light
frosts especially in protected areas. Leave the plants in place
after the foliage has been killed by frost, and they may sprout
again in spring, depending on winter conditions. Then you
may again harvest fresh parsley until the plant sends up a
seed stalk and dies, having completed its biennial lifecycle.
However, the taste of this second year parsley will be bitterer
than the previous season’s harvest.
Dry the leaves by spreading them on a screen or hanging
them upside down in bunches in a warm, well-ventilated room
out of direct light. For quick drying, dry the leaves in a slow
oven at 100-110°F for just a few minutes. Store the dried
leaves ground or whole in an air-tight container away from
heat sources or bright light. Fresh parsley can also be frozen
in small bags in the freezer. Parsley preserved by either
method should be used within a year's time.
Parsley beyond the culinary uses
Parsley has many uses beyond the culinary or plate garnish.
Chewing fresh parsley will help with bad breath from other
food odors such as garlic. Parsley has nutritive value as it is
high Vitamins K, C, A, folate and iron. Parsley has long been
known for its diuretic properties. Parsley tea is found in many
a “natural medicine” aisle in grocery stores/health food stores.
For all the interesting uses of parsley to numerous to list,
there does , however, exist a cautionary note as parsley is
among a small number of foods that contain measurable
amounts of oxalates, naturally-occurring substances found
in plants, animals, and human beings. When oxalates become
too concentrated in body fluids, they can crystallize and cause
health problems. For this reason, individuals with already
existing and untreated kidney or gallbladder problems may
want to avoid eating parsley.
For additional information click on the links below:
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=PECR2

Parsley is an easy herb to grow indoors as long as it has a
bright location and holes in the bottom of the pot to insure
good drainage. The plants may be a bit spindly when grown
indoor which is due to lower light levels.

http://www.whfoods.com/genpage.php?tname=foodspice&
dbid=100

Harvest/Storage

http://www.food.com/about/parsley-171

Harvest parsley with bright green leaves that show no sign of
wilting by snipping off the stalks close to the ground,
beginning with the outside stalks. New growth will be
encouraged throughout the growing season if pruned in this
fashion. If only the tops are cut off and the leaf stalks remain,
the plant will be less productive. If the growth becomes coarse
outside in the summer, cut off all the leaves and water well.

http://www.extension.umn.edu/garden/yardgarden/vegetables/growing-parsley/
www.botanical.com/botanical/mgmh/p/parsle09.html
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How To

Dividing Succulents
Article & Photos by Mike Stoy, SCMG
Winter may not seem like the best time to be buying plants
but for some plants it is a great time to score some bargains.
Most of the local nurseries have their plants on sale at large
markdowns from sometime in October on. If you are a fan of
native and xeric succulents this is a great time to buy plants
for dividing. Native and xeric succulents such as red yucca
(Hesperaloe parviflora), banana yucca (Yucca baccata) and
similar plants can be easily divided. When you go to the
nursery look for plants that have grown very dense in their
pots with a lot of individual stems. The three gallon or larger
pots are usually the ones that offer the best value. I have seen
as many as a eleven individual stems in one three gallon pot.
These can be separated and put into one gallon pots. If you
get the original three gallon pot for half off you are getting
half a dozen or more one gallon plants for the price of one.
It will be more comfortable if you wait until a warmer winter
afternoon to do the work. Begin by collecting the items you
will need:
-

Once you have all the individual stems separated you can
trim off any dead branches and determine how large a pot
each plant will need.

Original overgrown plant
Enough empty pots to pot up all the offsets
Potting soil
Garden Gloves
Trowel
Pruning shears
Work place (I use a wheelbarrow)
Hose if necessary

Plant the plants into potting soil and water them in. You can
plant them directly into the ground if you like but I have found
it easier to keep them watered every three or four weeks the
first winter if they are in pots.
So, with a little bit of effort you can satisfy your pent up
gardening urge and get a lot of plants at a great price.
For additional information click on the links below:
http://succulent-plant.com/propagation.html
It’s a good idea to sterilize your tools with alcohol before you
begin. Some sources suggest sterilizing your pots but I have
simply cleaned them out well with water and have yet to lose
a plant. Tip the plant out of the original pot. Shake and work
off the soil from the plant being careful not to break too many
roots. For some plants, like red yucca, the roots are so heavily
intertwined it is usually necessary to use a hose to remove
the soil and separate the individual offsets.

http://www.ehow.com/how_12217375_splitsucculents.html
http://www.drought-smart-plants.com/propagating-hardysucculents-division.html
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Plants & Insects

Milkweed & Monarch Butterflies
Article & Photos by Ginger Golden, SCMG
The milkweed is a lowly plant fits the definition of a weed; a
plant in an unwanted spot. Farmers across American know
this better than anyone. Herbicide manufacturers supply
farmers with powerful chemicals to help eradicate it from their
fields of corn, wheat, and soybeans. While I'm sympathetic to
the farmers, I believe we can reach a compromise. The
milkweed has a unique purpose vital to the survival of life on
this planet.
Milkweed is the host plant for the monarch butterfly. The
milkweed is the only plant on which the monarch will lay their
eggs. There are 72 varieties of milkweed, 30 are used by the
monarch. Suitable in our climate is the showy pink aka
speciosa, spider or antelope horns aka asperula, and horsetail.
The antelope variety is very invasive and the horsetail is highly
toxic. The showy pink is the preferred in our area. It is easy
to grow with a good seed yield and seems to be preferred by
monarchs in New Mexico.
The monarch butterfly , An American icon, is in danger of
becoming extinct. The numbers have dwindled to 90% of what
they were 25 years ago. I remember as a child growing up in
the Midwest seeing the monarchs everywhere. When was the
last time you saw a monarch?
The monarch butterfly has an amazing lifecycle. In March and
April the monarchs begin their migration from Central Mexico
Oyanel fir forest. They head north with the first stop in Texas
searching for milkweed. They mate there and the females lay

eggs on the milkweed. One female can lay as many as 200
eggs. These adult Butterflies perish after about six weeks.
The eggs hatch in about 4 days and feed on the milkweed
for about two weeks before they turn into a chrysalis. Each
caterpillar can eat 25 leaves off the milkweed.
The next generation might get as far as the Kansas or Iowa.
The third generation continues north where the cycle repeats
itself. However, the fourth generation of monarchs are born
in the great lakes of Canada. This is where things drastically
change. This monarch begins a southern migration. It travels
further than any other known butterfly, some 2500 miles to
the warm central Mexican oyanel fir and pine forest. Millions
of monarch roost in this forest from November until February
in a sort of hibernation state. This fourth generation lives
about 6 to 8 months. In the spring they will begin the
migration north in search of milkweed and the cycle starts
again.
Scientists are still trying to figure out why the milkweed is
the only plant on which the monarch will lay its eggs. But
they do know the milkweed plant is toxic. The butterflies
absorb a poison called Cardiac Glycosides from the milkweed
foliage which makes them poisonous to predators such as
lizards, birds, and frogs.
The International Union for the Conservation of Nature has
accorded a threatened phenomenon status for the monarch
migration. The Mexican authorities in 1986, converted 62

Continued on next page
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Milkweed & Monarch Butterflies - continued

square miles of forest in the Sierra Madre to the now renowned
Monarch Butterfly Biosphere Reserve, home to hundreds of
millions of monarch butterflies during the winter . The US Fish
and Wildlife Services just approved $20 million over the next
5 years for supporting ongoing educational outreach programs
and conserving monarch breeding and migration habitat in
various priority areas of the U S.
The world is beginning to recognize the importance of our
pollinators. The butterflies along with bees pollinate the plants
that become our food. As Albert Einstein once said," if the
bees were to disappear from the globe, man would only have
four years to live. No bees, no plants, no animals no man".
I recently attended a Milkweed Seed and Plant Propagation
Workshop at the Natural Resources Science Center in Los
Lunas. There were representatives from the Fish and Wildlife
Services, The State Parks, the USDA, the Forest Service. The
primary goal of the workshop was to provide milkweed
propagation information to potential seed producers and
nurseries. The Santa Ana nursery is growing 4000 milkweed
plants for the park service to plant in our state parks. The
NRSC has milkweed growing in their field. They have
engineered and built a machine for separating the seed from
the fluff. They hope to make available tons of milkweed seeds.
The workshop also provided a venue for connecting people in
the field who are working with milkweed and the monarch
butterfly to share information, identify resource and

knowledge gaps for New Mexico and to begin to strategize
how to get more milkweed in production and on the landscape.
The Placitas elementary school has a garden club for 3rd 4th
and 5th graders. SCMG volunteer to help the boys and girls
with the garden. We have planted milkweed in the garden
and the children were given seeds to take home and plant.
The garden has been registered as a Monarch Way station
by the Monarchwatch program which is a non profit
education, conservation, and research program based at the
University of Kansas that focuses on the monarch butterfly,
it's habitat and it's spectacular fall migration.
It's not too late the save the Monarch butterfly. Plant
milkweed!!
For more information click on the links below:
www.learnaboutnature.com
www.monarchbutterflyusa.com
www.monarchjointventure.org
www.xerces.org
www.monarchwatch.org
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Education

2016 SCMG Education
Article by Sam Thompson, SCMG Past Coordinator

Intern Training Class

The Education Committee has been hard at work this past
summer and fall to provide educational opportunities for our
members. Here are some of the latest developments.

The Education Committee has spent considerable time
researching other intern training classes and created
curriculum that stresses home gardening and hands on
experiences.
Each class has learning objectives for the
students along with suggested hands on activities for the
instructors and required and suggested reading and in some
cases educational videos. This information will be provided
to interns the week before the class. Our work has been
distributed to other counties and adopted by a number
(including Bernalillo and Valencia master gardener programs).
NMSU professors have also been supportive of our approach
as has the new Statewide Master Gardener Coordinator.

Flexible Continuing Education
We wanted to make continuing education flexible for members
so that no one has a problem fulfilling the continuing education
requirement. There will be Continuing Education Classes
offered year round and at a variety of times.
Gardening with the Masters holds Continuing Education
Classes the first Tuesday of the month at 7:00 pm at the
Meadowlark Senior Center. The Committee will offer a
Continuing Education Class the third Wednesday of the month
1:00 pm – 4:00 pm at the extension office. Both GWM and
the continuing education at extension will be offered year
round. Since the committee has identified a wide range of
topics there will be other Continuing Education Classes offered
as well and those will be based on the instructor’s availability.
The Southwest Gardener Classes will be offered on Saturday
mornings at the extension office. Hopefully this change will
allow those working during the week to attend. This change
is a bit of an experiment to see if in fact there is good
attendance.

Since the Intern Training class is moving to the DeLavy
House, there will be plenty of room for veterans.
Be sure and check the website for classes. Many classes will
require pre-registration. There is a fee for Southwest
Gardener classes for the public but not for SCMGs.
Education Committee Members:
Sam Thompson, Chair, Sheila Conneen, Co-Chair, Pat Gillette,
Warrne Gillette, Lynda Garvin, Kristen Ikenberg, Mark Kudlick,
Julia Runyan, Marianna Sullivan, John Zarola, Gailen Zody

2016 Continuing Education Class Schedule
DATE

TOPIC

INSTRUCTOR

January 20

Seed Starting

Lynda Garvin

February 17

Composting

John Zarola

Cacti & Succulents of SW

Tish Resnick

April 15

Herbaceous & Flowering Plants

Dr. Curtis Smith

May 18

Climate Extremes and Ways to Buffer It

Judith Phillips

June 15

Eco Friendly Pest Management

Lynda Garvin

July 20

Food Preservation

Nicole Lujan

Seed Saving

Lynda Garvin

Bringing Life to Sandy Soils

Amy Gardener

Grasses & Alternative Ground Covers

Dr. Curtis Smith

Introduction to Permaculture

Margo Murdock

March 16

August 17
September 21
October 19
November 16

• All classes are held on Wednesday afternoon from 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm
• All classes will be held at the Sandoval County Extension Office
• Registration information will be available at a later date. Please do not call the office and request to sign up.
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Education

2016 SCMG Intern Training Schedule
DATE

TOPIC

INSTRUCTOR

Jan 12

Introductions, orientation….

Lynda Garvin, Agriculture Agent, Barbara
Dawson, MG Coordinator, Julia Runyan MG
Assistant Coordinator, Judy Carter, Mentor
Coordinator

Jan 19

High Desert Gardening

Aaron Lamb, Manager, Santa Ana Garden
Center

Jan 26

Growing Plants, The Basics: Botany, Photosynthesis
and Plant Identification

Graeme Davis, Hort Agent
Lynda Garvin, Ag/Hort Agent

Feb 2

Understanding Climates
Understanding Water Limitations & Opportunities

Dr. Robert Flynn

Feb 9

Growing Plants in Sandoval County – Soil Basics

Dr. John Idowu, NMSU

Feb 16

What’s Wrong with my Plants? Biotic and Abiotic
Disorders

Dr. Natalie Goldberg, NMSU

Feb 23

SCMG Website and Automated Time Reporting Form

Scott Lake and Mike Stoy

Mar 1

Growing the Right Fruit Trees and Small Fruits in Your
Garden

Elizabeth Gardner, Arborist

Mar 8

What’s Wrong with my Plants? Insects and Arthropods

Dr. Carol Sutherland, NMSU

Mar 15

Growing the Right Trees and Shrubs in your Garden

Joran Viers, City Forester - City of
Albuquerque

Mar 22

Time to Plant: Vegetables, Herbs and Companion
Planting

Dr. Stephanie Walker, NMSU

Mar 29

The Wrong Plant in the Wrong Place! Weeds

Dr. Leslie Beck, NMSU

Apr 5

What’s Wrong with my Plants? Diagnostic Process and
Plant Pathology

Dr. Natalie Goldberg, NMSU

Apr 12

What Am I Putting in my Garden?
Chemical Safety and IPM

John Garlisch, Ag Agent
Graeme Davis, Hort Agent

Apr-15

Gardening Problems by Seasons FAQs

Lynda Garvin, Ag/Hort Agent

Apr 26

Volunteering info: Project Fair Sign up and Potluck

• All classes are held on Tuesday afternoon from 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm
• All classes will be held at the Sandoval County Historical Society DeLavy House with the exception of the Feb 23 class
that will be held at the Sandoval County Extension Office
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Education

2016 Gardening With The Masters Class Schedule
DATE

TOPIC

INSTRUCTOR

January 5

Tree Planting and Maintenance

Tom Neiman

February 2

Growing Tomatoes

Sam Thompson

Creating Box Turtle Friendly Gardens

Sandy Barnett

April 5

Eco-Friendly Pest Management

Lynda Garvin

May 3

Container Gardening

Eydie Francis

June 7

Residential Soil Erosion Management

Joanne McEntire

March 1

• All classes are held on Tuesday evening from 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm
• All classes will be held at the Meadowlark Senior Center 4330 Meadowlark Lane, SE, Rio Rancho, 87124

Indoor Gardening

Forcing Bulbs
Forcing Bulbs for Indoor Beauty in Winter
Artiucle by: Deborah L. Brown and Harold F. Wilkins,
University of Minnesota Extension
October is the time of the year to begin potting your favorite
spring bulbs to prepare them for winter flowering. Tulips,
narcissus (daffodils), hyacinths, crocus, scillas, grape
hyacinths, and lily of the valley can be forced into flower in
late winter and early spring. A pot of tulips on the window
sill in February can make a winter-worn gardener renew the
desire to survive the winter.
First, only top quality, good-sized bulbs should be used.
Your neighborhood greenhouse operator will tell you the
varieties that are best suited for forcing. Don't mix varieties
in the same container, since they vary in their dates of
flowering.
Planting

(one part). Don't worry about soil fertility or feeding bulbs
because they have enough stored food to flower one time.
Plant the bulbs close together in the pot. Usually 6 tulip
bulbs, 3 hyacinths, 6 daffodils, or 15 crocus, will fit into a
6-inch pot. The flat side of the tulip bulb should be placed
next to the rim of the pot since the largest leaf will always
emerge and grow on that side, producing a more desirable
looking pot.
It's extremely important that bulbs be handled with care at
all times. Never allow the bulbs to be in temperatures
above 65 degrees F. When planting, the pot should be
loosely filled with soil. Don't press the bulbs into the soil.
Allow1/4-inch of space at the top of the pot so it can be
watered easily. The bulbs should be watered immediately
upon planting, and thereafter the soil should never be
allowed to become dry.
Cold treatment

Place bulbs in a pot partially
filled with soil. Cover with soil, leaving the
"noses" exposed. Water thoroughly.

. Potted bulbs can be given the
necessary cold treatment by burying
them for several weeks in an outdoor pit
or cold frame.

Begin by potting the bulbs in clean, sterile clay or plastic
pots. Normally the "noses" of the bulbs are exposed. Do not
bury the bulbs. The soil should be an open mixture of good
garden loam (three parts), peat moss (two parts), and sand

Continued on next page
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Forcing Bulbs - continued
Bulbs must be given a cold temperature treatment of 35–48
degrees F for a minimum of 12–13 weeks. This cold
treatment can be provided by either a cold frame, an
unheated attic or cellar, or even your refrigerator's
vegetable section. In the refrigerator, the pots should be
covered with plastic bags that have had a few breathing
holes punched in them. With cold frames in Minnesota a
deep mulch must be used. Cover the pots with 10 inches of
soil, then cover with 10 inches of mulch (hay, sawdust, or
leaves). The bulbs must not be allowed to freeze.

light, rich soil in a pot that is only 1–2 inches larger in
diameter than the bulb. The upper half of the bulb should
be exposed above the soil. After watering thoroughly, allow
the soil to become quite dry. Water more frequently after
the flower stalk appears, but never water when the soil is
already moist. Put the plant in a warm, sunny spot until the
flower buds show color, then move it out of direct sunlight.

Forcing in pots
Mark your calendar to remind yourself when the first pots
can be removed from storage for forcing to begin. If planted
October 1, bring the first pots into the home right after
Christmas. For a continuous supply of flowers, bring in a few
pots at weekly intervals. On the average the bulbs will
flower in three to four weeks. Closer to spring, they flower
more rapidly.
In the home, place the pots in a cool, sunny location. A
temperature of 50–60 degrees F is preferred for the first
week or until the shoots and leaves begin to expand. Then,
they can be moved to warmer locations such as the living
room. Avoid direct sunlight. Hyacinths may have a tendency
not to have an elongated flower stem and "stick" in the
clasp of leaves. This problem may be overcome by placing
the plants in the dark for a few days or placing a paper cone
over the plants in order to "draw" the flower out of the
bulbs. Warmer temperatures will result in rapid growth.
Once the bulbs are blooming, move the pots to a cool
location each night. The cooler temperatures will prolong
the life of the flowers. Small pots of crocus can even be
placed in your refrigerator overnight.
Discard tulips, narcissus, crocus, and hyacinths after
flowering as they normally are "spent" and are not likely to
ever flower satisfactorily again.
Amaryllis culture
The amaryllis is a tender bulb that will bloom without special
treatment when first purchased. It should be potted up in

After blooming, cut off the flowers to prevent seed
formation. The foliage should be handled as if it were a sun
loving houseplant. Place it in the brightest possible location
indoors until it is warm enough to sink the pot in soil
outdoors where it will receive dappled sunlight at first.
Gradually move it to a brighter location where eventually it
has full sun for at least five or six hours daily. Fertilize with
a balanced houseplant food at regular intervals to build up
the nutrients needed for blooming the following year.
Amaryllis should be brought indoors before the first frost in
the fall. Traditionally, the bulb is then given a resting
period by placing it in a dark location, withholding all water
and allowing the leaves to dry. The bulb may be forced into
bloom again after resting eight weeks, or even less, should
new growth appear spontaneously. If necessary, repot in a
slightly larger container. If the pot is still large enough,
remove the upper 2 inches of soil and topdress with fresh
potting soil. This completes the cycle, which may be
repeated annually for many years of lovely blossoms.

The Bulletin Board
SCMG Board of Directors
SCMG Board of Directors meets the 3rd Tuesday of each month.
Meeting times and locations will be different while intern training classes are in session.
Next Meeting January 19th from 11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Where: Sandoval County Historical Society DeLavy House

151 Edmund Rd, Bernalillo, NM 87004

The Board meeting is open to all. If you would like to have an item added to the agenda, please let the Coordinator
(Barbara Dawson: SCMGCoordinator2016@gmail.com) know by the Tuesday prior to the Board of Director’s Meeting.

January 2016
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
1

SCMG Board
Meeting Third
Tuesday the month,
Delavy House
11:00am - 12:30pm

3

4

NOTE: the
official SCMG
calendar is on
the website

5

Saturday
2

New Year’s Day

Click on links
below for more
info

6

7

8

9

13

14

15

16

-Gardening With the
Masters - Tree
Planting
7:00 - 8:30pm

10

11

12
Intern Training
1:00 - 5:00pm
Delavy House

17

18
Martin Luther
King Day

19
SCMG BOD Meeting
11:00am - 12:30pm
Delavy House
Intern Training
1:00 - 5:00pm
Delavy House

24

25

26

20

21

-Placitas Caterpillars
2:50 - 4:00pm

-New Beginnings
9:30 - 11:00am

Continuing Ed Seed Starting
1:00 - 4:00pm

Newsletter Articles
DUE!

27
Intern Training
1:00 - 5:00pm
Delavy House

31

-Placitas Caterpillars
2:50 - 4:00pm

-Placitas Caterpillars
2:50 - 4:00pm

28

22

29

23

30
Seed Library
9:30 am
Ester Bone Library

February 2016
Sunday
NOTE: the
official SCMG
calendar is on
the website

Monday
1

Intern Training
1:00 - 5:00pm
Delavy House

9

Valentines Day

15
President’s Day

21

22

17

SCMG BOD Meeting
11:00am - 12:30pm
Delavy House

-Placitas Caterpillars
2:50 - 4:00pm

Intern Training
1:00 - 5:00pm
Extension Office

Newsletter Articles
DUE!

28

23

5
Think Trees
Conference
All Day

Saturday
6

Think Trees
Conference
All Day

11

12

13

18

19

20

-Placitas Caterpillars
2:50 - 4:00pm

16

Intern Training
1:00 - 5:00pm
Delavy House

4

Friday

-New Beginnings
9:30 - 11:00am

10
Intern Training
1:00 - 5:00pm
Delavy House

Thursday

-Placitas Caterpillars
2:50 - 4:00pm

-Gardening With the
Masters - Growing
Tomatoes… 7pm

8

14

Wednesday
3

2

Click on links
below for more
info

7

Tuesday

-New Beginnings
9:30 - 11:00am

Organic Farming
Conference
All Day

Organic Farming
Conference
All Day

Continuing Ed Composting 1:00 4:00pm

24
-Placitas Caterpillars
2:50 - 4:00pm

25

26
Xeriscape
Conference
All Day

27
Xeriscape
Conference
All Day

29
SCMG Board
Meeting Third
Tuesday the month,
Delavy House
11:00am - 12:30pm

