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COORDINATOR’S CORNER
Last month I put out a request for several
Master Gardeners (and Interns) to step into
a role of leadership. Yippee! Several people
have done that. Thank you!
• Charlene Spiegel (2014)
volunteering to create a team
Membership Committee Chair

for
for

• Bill Garland (Intern) for volunteering to help
the Education Committee/Sam Thompson
(2008) update the SCMG calendar and add
sign-up sheets for each class
• Joe Martinez for volunteering to work the
Corrales Heritage Day. We are still looking for
a master gardener to be the lead on this. Thank
you Therese Barts and Greg Wilson for your
willingness to help this team with ideas when
we get the team together.

• Thank you to Sandy Ganzel (2012),
Sharon Cross (Intern) and Nancy
Bresenham (2013) for joining this Thank you all very much. I am sure that there are
others who have volunteered to take on a lead
committee
with projects … I just haven’t heard about it yet.
• Jean Hartigan (Intern) for heading up Please let me know. There is so much we do here
the Historian’s Committee and thank you in SCMG. I’m always so honored to hear the
Mike Stoy (2014) for training her.
accolades that are generously given to us. It’s
because of our members that we are making such
• Mel Chavez (Intern) for volunteering to a difference in the State.
shadow and join John Zarola (2008) in
the work he does with the Gardening With - Barbara Dawson
the Masters Classes.

NMSU and the U.S. Department of Agriculture
cooperating.

SCMG Newsletter
Submissions
Deadline:
21st of each month
Please submit news,
articles, events and
photographs to:

scmgnewsletter@gmail.com
Editor: Mike Stoy

Photo: Mike Stoy

Photo: Mike Stoy
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Plant of the Month

Glass Flower
Article & Photos by: Jan Koehler, SCMG
Plant of the Month: Glass Flower
Scientific Name:
Other Common Name: Early April Flower, Beginning of April
Flower
Type: Ever-blooming perennial
Family: Inanimataceae
Native Range: Worldwide
Zone: 1-13
Height: 0.5 to 3.00 feet
Spread: 3-10 inches
Bloom Time: All year
Bloom Description: Varies
Sun: Full sun to full shade
Water: Extremely xeric
Maintenance: Extremely low
Suggested Use: Anywhere drama or whimsy is needed in the
garden, best if “planted” in uneven numbers
Flower: Showy
Leaf: Usually none as the bloom is everything, but may have
one
Attracts: Oohs and ahhs

Noteworthy Characteristics

Tolerate: Drought, erosion

, commonly called glass flowers
or garden decoration, usually has a single unbendable ¼ to
½ inch diameter steel stem often having a single, black,
simple, broad, fleshy “leaf” attached by a short steel petiole.
As with most plant leaves, the adaxial surface of the blade
contains the small solar energy receptor allowing this flower
variety to sustain its popular nighttime interest as no other
species can. The flowers come in a variety of colors, but
most sport the primary or secondary colors of the visual
color wheel thus offering clear colors not often found in
natures such as royal blue. Usually the stem supports a
single large 3-10” in diameter flower on the stem which is
6-36” in height. Occasionally, the stem is hidden within the
body of the shiny flower. These bold statement glass
flowers have become quite popular in home gardens worldwide since the advent of the giant amazingly artistic flowers
and glass grasses displays that have been gracing grand
metropolitan botanic gardens. These flowers attract neither
beneficial insects nor pests. They are also rabbit proof,
never need dead heading nor watering making them the

Culture
The Glass Flower is a tough, care free, and permanently in
bloom from the moment it is “planted” in the garden and is
hard to beat for providing garden color with zero maintenance
beyond an occasional watering to wash off any dust on the
petals to revive its slick shiny flowers. This plant thrives on
neglect as it is easily “grown” in absolutely any soil, doing
equally well in poor, infertile, dry, sandy soils to soils rich in
organic nutrients and even poorly draining clay. It is not fussy
when it comes to sun requirements as it is striking in full sun
to full shade. However, if the desire is to have a stellar evening
into night display, full sun would be the preferred location as
it will easily recharge its solar batteries and glow long into the
night. It has been known to provide this delightful extra
benefit, unknown in the remainder of home garden flower
varieties, for 4-8 hours.

Continued on next page
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Plant of the Month - continued
perfect no maintenance addition to the garden. Unfortunately, they also have zero scent to waft upon the breeze.
No insect or disease problems. Only possible problem may be
a sudden golf ball sized hail producing cloud burst or clumsy
friends.
A bold color statement in an area where bright colors are
desired, but other flowers cannot tolerate the growing conditions of the site and the gardener is tired of trying to find a
plant that will actually thrive in the location. Works will in
borders, corners of a fenced area, poor drainage areas, or
just anywhere a gardener desires a bit of whimsy.
www.APRILFOOLS.jk

Volunteering

Rio Rancho Tree Stewards
Article by: Connie Walsh, SCMG
Being a Tree Steward has given me a chance to meet like
minded tree people. As a group we meet quarterly for coffee
and conversation, learn the latest tree care "how to", and I
have now walked every park in Rio Rancho, great exercise
plus I now have a list of favorites parks to visit when company
comes.
The Steering Committee helps provide expert teaching in the
field of arboriculture through connections with NMSU
professors. The 2016 Training schedule is May 14th, 21st &
28th. The mission of this volunteer opportunity is to engage
the citizens of Rio Rancho in stewardship of the urban forest,
through hands on learning about the care of urban trees. The
goal is to promote awareness of the environmental benefits
of a healthy urban forest. Reaching this goal improves the
community’s appearance, and increases the quality of life of
the city’s citizens.
The Steering Committee meets the first Tuesday of the month
at 4pm at the Rio Rancho City Hall, Suite 100, 3200 Civic
Center Circle NE, Rio Rancho, N.M. 87144
For additional information on this volunteer activity contact:
Steering Committee Chairperson: Tom Neiman, SCMG
Secretary: Charlene Spiegel, SCMG
Special Projects: Connie Walsh
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Volunteering

Corrales Garden Tour
Article by: Tom Neiman, SCMG
Photo by: Elizebeth Lujan, SCMG
The Corrales Garden Tour is a fundraiser supported by the
Sandoval County Master Gardeners who provide their insight
and plant expertise into the diversity of garden types from
xeric to irrigate. The one-day event, sponsored by
, is held on Sunday, June 5th. Up to 1,000
people will visit the six gardens located at homes in Corrales.
This project is open to veterans and interns. Volunteer time
is considered part of your annual ten hour public outreach
requirement.
Volunteers attend their garden, answer questions and promote
the SCMG program. Each garden has a morning and afternoon
shift, and each shift will have up to four master gardeners
(you never work alone). Volunteers can preview all the
gardens for free the day before the event. Signing up is easy
and available on the SCMG website.
I know you have many options when it comes to how you
spend your time. I hope you will consider volunteering at the
Corrales Garden Tour.

Volunteering

Placitas Library Garden
Article by: Suzanne Maxwell, SCMG
Photos by: Mike Stoy, SCMG
Come play with us!
Some of the most fun I’ve had in working on a Master
Gardener project is chairing the Placitas Community Library
Landscaping Team. We work hard together and laugh hard
too, and from time to time, they even get me to bake muffins.
We care for the beautiful xeric and native plants that surround
our little library. Did you know that there is only one paid
employee at our library? All else is volunteers working
together to make something we are very proud of.
Beyond the gardens and colorful educational signs, we have
a labyrinth, bluebird nesting boxes, a small water feature for
the birds, and are a “Certified Wildlife Habitat.” We come
together once or twice a month during the growing season
and only occasionally in the colder months.
We’d love to have you be part of what we do together. And
every hour counts.
Respectfully,
Suzanne Maxwell
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Vegetables

Garden Planning
Article by: George W. Dickerson, Ph.D., NMSU
Cooperative Extension Service
Plan Vegetable Gardens before Planting
Photo by: Sam Thompson, SCMG
For productive plants and quality vegetables, take time to plan
the layout and design of home vegetable gardens before tilling
the soil.
Choosing an appropriate site for planting depends on the
number of family members consuming the produce, how much
time the gardener has to care for plants and available yard
space.
Well-drained, fertile sandy loam soil and good sun exposure
are important for optimum growing conditions. A wall or hedge
on the southwest corner of the garden will help protect it from
wind damage in the spring. Avoid planting in shaded areas,
and don’t plant too close to shrubs and trees because the roots
can compete with vegetables for water and nutrients. Also,
plant near a water source for easy irrigation.
Test soil to determine fertility. Take samples at a depth of six
to eight inches at several locations in the garden. Use soil
analysis results as a baseline to determine how much and
what kind of fertilizers to apply for optimum yields and quality
vegetables.
Synthetic or organic fertilizer will meet most soil needs. The
first number on the front of fertilizer bags stands for the
percent of nitrogen it contains. Nitrogen is important for
vegetative growth. Nitrogen readily dissolves in water and is
usually applied in split applications-part before planting and
part after plants emerge-to make sure plants receive a steady
supply of nitrogen throughout the growing season.
The second number on the bag stands for percentage of
phosphorus. Apply phosphorus before planting and
incorporate into soil so plant roots can absorb it. Phosphorus
is important for root and fruit growth.

Potassium, the third number on the bag, rounds out the
nutrients that plants need in large quantities. Other minor
elements can be added with compost, which should be
applied before planting and incorporated into the soil.
Compost increases the organic matter of soil and improves
soil structure.
Vegetables are traditionally grown in long rows with elevated
beds that help warm up the soil sooner in spring than if
planted flat on the ground. Plants are usually irrigated by
running water down the furrows between beds, but much of
the water is wasted that way because it seeps to below plant
roots. Use drip irrigation to concentrate moisture in the root
zone and conserve water.
Vegetables can be planted from seeds or as transplants. Plant
seeds at a depth of four times the diameter of the seed. Plant
transplants in the late afternoon and water immediately.
Cover the ground between rows with mulch to reduce water
evaporation and to discourage weeds from germinating. Black
plastic mulches can help warm the soil, allowing plants to
emerge and grow earlier in the season. Organic mulches can
help cool the soil on hot summer days. Organic mulch also
adds nutrients to soil.

Humor
Two older ladies were sitting on a park bench outside the local town hall where a flower show was in progress. One leaned
over and said, "Life is so boring. We never have any fun anymore. For $5.00 I'd take my clothes off right now and streak
through that stupid flower show!" "You're on!" said the other old lady, holding up a $5.00 bill. As fast as she could, the
first little old lady fumbled her way out of her clothes and, completely naked, streaked through the front door of the flower
show. Waiting outside, her friend soon heard a huge commotion inside the hall, followed by loud applause. The naked
lady burst out through the door surrounded by a cheering crowd. "What happened?" asked her waiting friend. "Why, I
won first prize for Best Dried Arrangement."
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Volunteering

Plant Clinics
Article by: Scott Lake, SCMG
What is a Plant Clinic?
A Master Gardener plant clinic is just what is says: A clinic for
your plants. Do you have a problem with a shrub, tree, flower,
or your lawn? If you do, than this is the time to find out what
the problem might be!
If you can bring your problem plant with you to the plant clinic,
Experienced Master Gardeners will answer plant and gardening
questions and if you have a “sick” plant, look it over and try
to come up with a “diagnosis” and give you a recommendation
for treatment.
Bring in your sick and ailing plants . . .

First SATURDAY of Month
PLANT CLINICS

Third SATURDAY of Month
PLANT CLINICS

10:00 – 2:00 P.M.

10:00 – 2:00 P.M.

Home Depot Garden Center

Santa Anna Garden Center

North Rio Rancho

North Rio Rancho

Dates

Dates

Saturday, April 2, 2015
Saturday, May 7, 2015
Saturday, June 4, 2015
Saturday, July 2, 2015
Saturday, August 6, 2015
Saturday, September 3, 2015

Saturday, April 16, 2015
Saturday, May 21, 2015
Saturday, June 18, 2015
No clinic in July
Saturday, August 20, 2015
Saturday, September 17, 2015
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Volunteering

Placitas Garden Tour
Article by Sandy Liakus, SCMG
The Placitas Garden Tour will take place on Saturday, May 14,
2016 from 9:00 am – 4:00 pm. This is an inaugural Placitas
garden tour sponsored by the Sandoval County Master
Gardeners and the Placitas Community Library and open to
the public. The garden tour will become an annual ticketed
event in Placitas for all to enjoy. The organizers anticipate
the attendance of over 400 tour guests and the participation
of 40 volunteers at the tour this year.
The 2016 garden tour will feature six gardens highlighting the
diversity of Placitas landscapes. The tour will focus on garden
education with the Sandoval County Master Gardeners and
other garden specialists available at each garden to answer
questions. In addition to viewing six beautiful gardens, tour
guests can learn from exhibits on garden composting, native
seed starting and bonsai plant pruning. Each garden will host
a Plein Air artist painting a garden scene.
Among the six gardens on display are five residential gardens
with descriptive titles such as the Topiary Garden, the Twin
Peaks Garden, the Vine Garden, the Oasis Garden, and the
Art Garden. Each residential garden on the tour is the result
of years of effort and creative design on the part of its home
owners. The Placitas Community Library, the sixth tour
garden, will be open for native plant and labyrinth guided
tours. The Placitas Community Library will also host the
Garden Tour Plein Air Gallery along with a Sandoval County
Master Gardener information table. For more information on
the tour gardens, please visit www.placitasgardentour.com.
Placitas Garden Tour tickets are $10 pp with children under
12 free if accompanied by a paid adult. On the day of the
tour purchase tickets, pick up arm bands and garden tour
brochures at either the Homestead Village Shopping Center
or the Placitas Community Library.
Advanced sale ticket

vouchers may be purchased at the Plants of the Southwest
in Albuquerque, the Santa Ana Garden Center in Bernalillo,
the Placitas Community Library, and the Merc Grocery in
Placitas from April 1 – May 13. Ticket sales will benefit
Sandoval County Master Gardener projects and the Placitas
Community Library.
Sandoval County Master Gardeners wishing to volunteer as
garden docents for the Placitas Garden tour may sign up on
line now at www.sandovalmastergardeners.org on the
Project/ Volunteer sign up page. Garden assignments and
addresses will be announced to volunteers by mid – late April.
Volunteers must be available for a pre-tour training session
on Saturday April 30 from 9:00 am – 12:00 pm, and for their
assigned garden tour shift on Saturday May 14.

Volunteering

Online Volunteer Sign Up
Staff
Most SCMG classes and many of the SCMG projects now
allow you to sign up online at the SCMG website.

The following projects are currently offering online sign
up: Hotline, Plant Clinics, Corrales Garden Tour, Corrales
Growers Market, Placitas Garden Tour

Sign up for classes here.

You can sign up for these projects here:

Class Sign Up

Volunteer Sign Up

April 2016
Sunday
NOTE: the
official SCMG
calendar is on
the website
Click on links
below for more
info

3

Monday

Tuesday

-Plant Sale Corrales
Grower’s Market
9:00 am

Saturday
2
Plant Clinic Home Depot
10am

4

5

6

11

18

25

7
RR Waterwise
Garden 8:30am
-Delavy House
9:00 - 11:00am

-Placitas Caterpillars
2:50 - 4:00pm

12

13

19

8

9

15

16

-Garden
Photography
Tutorial 1:00 3:00pm

Intern Mentor Field
Trip 1 - 4pm

-Gardening With the
Masters - 7pm

Intern Training
1:00 - 5:00
Delavy House

24

Friday

SCMG Board
Meeting Third
Tuesday the month,
Delavy House
11:00am - 12:30pm

RR Tree Stewards 4pm

17

Thursday
1

Intern Training
1:00 - 5:00
Delavy House

10

Wednesday

-Placitas Caterpillars
2:50-4:00pm

20

SCMG BOD Meeting
11:00am - 12:30pm
Delavy House

Urban Horitculture
1:00pm

Intern Training
1:00 - 5:00pm
Delavy House

-Placitas Caterpillars
2:50-4:00pm

26

27

Project Fair, Potluck
& Plant Sale
1:00 - 5:00
Delavy House

-Placitas Caterpillars
2:50-4:00pm

14
-New Beginnings
9:30-11:00am

21

Plant Clinic Santa Ana
Garden Center
10am

22

23
Earth Day

-Chickens 101
1:00-2:30pm

Earth Day RR
Waterwise Garden
10:00am

Newsletter Articles
DUE!

28
-New Beginnings
9:30-11:00am

29
National Arbor Day

30
-Placitas Garden
Tour Pre-Tour &
Taining 9:00am

May 2016
Sunday

Monday
2

1

NOTE: the
official SCMG
calendar is on
the website

8

Tuesday
3

Wednesday
4

Thursday
5

RR Tree Stewards
Sterring Committee 4pm

RR Waterwise
Garden 8:30am

Click on links
below for more -Gardening With the
Masters - Container
info

-Delavy House
9:00 - 11:00am

Friday
6

Saturday
7
Plant Clinic Home Depot
10am

Gardening 7pm

9

10

11

Mother’s Day

12

13

14
RR Tree Stewards
Training - 8:30am

-New Beginnings
9:30-11:00am

-Placitas Garden
Tour 9:00am

15

16

17

18

19

20

21
RR Tree Stewards
Training - 8:30am

Urban Horitculture Climate Extremes
1:00pm

Plant Clinic Santa Ana 10am
Newsletter Articles
DUE!

22

23

24

25

26
-New Beginnings
9:30-11:00am

29

30

31
Memorial Day

SCMG Board
Meetings Third
Tuesday of month,
Sandoval County
Extension Office,
3:00pm

27

28
RR Tree Stewards
Training - 8:30am

