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FROM LYNDA’S DESK 
It’s fair season - stick food, 
show animals, rodeos, and 
opportunities to show the 
fruits of your labor, be that 
literal or artistic.  This year 
we had some big winners at 
the Sandoval County Fair.  
Congratulations to everyone 
who submitted for the open 
exhibits and all our winners.   

Exhibits include more than 
vegetables.  All you sewers, 
knitters, photographers, 
woodworkers, and artists con-
sider submitting a piece to 
next year’s fair.  Thank you 
for the Master Gardeners’ 

generous contribution to the 
4-H Livestock sale.   

Special hats off to Martha 
Mann and Mike Maurer for 
judging the 4-H baked goods 
entries.  It took a lot of water 
and perseverance to get 
through all those goodies.   

Ribbons won by Master Gar-
deners are listed on the next 
page.  Loren Meinz won Best 
of Show for Agriculture and 
Dave Pojmann High Point for 
Agriculture. Elizabeth Hackett 
won Best of Show and High 
Point for Home Economics 

with two first place ribbons 
for her cake and cookie en-
tries.  Congratulations every-
one!     (see “fair” page 2) 

COORDINATOR’S CORNER 
As September arrives we begin 
to notice changes.  Mornings 
tend to be cooler and hot air 
balloons begin to populate the 
skies.  Driving through Corrales 
is always a treat because the 
smell of green chile fills the air. 
 
For the Sandoval County Mas-
ter Gardeners the fall brings a 
change in officers.  Soon SCMG 
will have a new Coordinator, 
Assistant Coordinator and four 
new Members-At-Large on the 
board.  I wish the new board 
members the very best and 
hope they find the experience 
worthwhile. 
 
I wish to thank all of you who 

made my year as Coordinator 
fulfilling.  I have enjoyed get-
ting to know the members of 
the 2015 Intern Training Class.  
This summer I have encoun-
tered many of the class mem-
bers working various projects 
throughout the community.  To 
know that most of our interns 
have been able to fulfill their 
volunteer hour requirements is 
exciting.  Some members of 
the class have had the time to 
go the extra distance and be-
come more involved with the 
organization - joining commit-
tees, taking on project leader-
ship positions and becoming 
contributors to the newsletter.  
I’m grateful that the newest 

SCMG members are energized 
and show a desire to make a 
contribution to the organiza-
tion. 
 
I’m going to leave you with a 
quote from Erma Bombeck that 
expresses my view of the 
SCMG volunteers: 
 
Volunteers are the only human 
beings on the face of the earth 
who reflect this nation’s com-
passion, unselfish caring, pa-
tience and just plain love for 
one another. 
 
My best wishes to a great 
group of volunteers! 

-Sam 

Special 2015 Election 

Voter’s Guide 

See page 11 

http://sandovalmastergardeners.org
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org


September 2015                      Sandoval County Master Gardener Newsletter       Page 2 

 County Fair, continued 
 
Agriculture               Class/Variety  Placing Results 
 
Loren Meinz                Carrots   Best of Show/Agriculture 
Loren Meinz                Zucchini   1st  
Loren Meinz                Beets   1st 
 
Martha Mann              Garlic   1st 
 
Mike Maurer               Green Chile   1st 
Mike Maurer               Jalapeno Pepper  1st 
Mike Maurer               Purple Snap Beans  1st 
Mike Maurer               Onions   2nd 
 
David Pojmann           Vegetables   High Point/Agriculture 
David Pojmann           Largest Yellow Squash 1st 
David Pojmann           Tomatoes, Pear  1st 
David Pojmann           Tomatoes, Cherry  1st 
David Pojmann           Tomatoes, Roma  1st 
David Pojmann           Tomatoes, Largest  1st 
David Pojmann           Tomatoes, Better Boy  2nd 
 
Baking                       Class/Variety  Placing 
 
JoAnn Beuerle            Cake – Pistachio Nut  1st 
 
Food Preservation    Class/Variety  Placing 
 
Martha Mann              Pomegranate Jelly  1st 
Martha Mann              Green Chile & Raspberry 1st 
Martha Mann              Pickles - Kosher Dill  2nd 
 
Crochet                      Class/Variety  Placing 
 
Martha Mann              Sweater Cardigan  1st 
Martha Mann              Afghan   2nd 
John Millard                Merino Wool Hand Spun 2nd 
                                      Crochet blanket 
 
Photography             Class/Variety  Placing 
 
Martha Mann              Broad Tail Hummingbird 1st 

 
Metal Craft                Class/Variety  Placing 
 
Martha Mann              Tin Mirror   2nd 

Loren Meinz took Best of Show for his carrots. 

Loren Meinz also took a First Place for these beets. 

JoAnn Beuerle’s Pistachio Nut cake won a First 
Place award. 

L. Garvin 

L. Garvin 

L. Garvin 

L. Garvin 

Martha Mann and Mike Maurer judged 
the 4-H baked goods entries. 
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by  Stephanie Barger, SCMG 
 
I love gardening. In many ways, it is 
the process of gardening that is im-
portant to me as opposed to the 
product. 
 
But the last couple of years, our 
vegetable garden has been a lot of 
process and very little product. While 
the grasses, decorative bed and herb 
bed thrived, veggies were non-
existent. So this year, we decided to 
try something a bit different: square 
foot gardening. 
 
Square foot gardening is a grid-based 
method developed by Mel Bartholo-
mew about four decades ago, in-
tended to increase productivity and 
decrease space, labor and resources 
used. 
 
The idea is that you plant in a 4-feet 
by 4-feet space, divided into sixteen 
1-foot by 1-foot grids. Raised beds 
are ideal for this method. We had to 
modify things a bit because we al-
ready have a raised bed that is much 
larger than 16 square feet. Instead of 
constructing new raised beds of the 
required dimensions, we placed 
wooden trellises on top of the existing 
bed and, presto, instant grids! 
 
One of the reasons for sizing the beds 
at 16 square feet is to ensure that 
one can reach all of the area so that 
space isn’t wasted with unproductive, 
packed down soil, so the whole 
planted area is productive. Therefore, 
we left space between the trellises so 
we could tend the planted area from 
all sides. 
 
Once the grids were ready, it was 
time to plant. 
 
With this method, planting is a simple 
process. Gone is the need to plant 

hundreds of seeds and then 
pulling young plants to cre-
ate necessary growing 
space. Instead, you plant 
one, four, nine, or 16 seeds 
in each grid, depending on 
the recommended spacing 
of the mature plants. Not 
only does this conserve 
seeds and reduce plant 
waste, it makes identifying 
weeds much easier because 
you know the exact location 
of the seedlings because of 
the planting pattern used. 
 
We have realized several 
benefits with square foot 
gardening. Weeds are virtu-
ally non-existent. Oh sure, 
there is the occasional 
straggler, but the time 
spent weeding this year is 
significantly less than that of previous 
years. 
 
Additionally, we are conserving water 
— always a bonus in New Mexico. 
The watering method suggested for 
this type of gardening is to take a cup 
of sun warmed-water and pour it at 
the base of the plants, as needed. We 
used strategically placed drip lines — 
another modification of the recom-
mended method that addresses some 
of the watering issues present in row 
gardening as identified by Bartholo-
mew. Both methods conserve the 
water and water only the roots of the 
plant. By not watering the tops and 
leaves of the plants, disease and 
other problems are limited or avoided 
completely. 
 
I mentioned earlier that the past cou-
ple of seasons, our vegetable garden 
was fairly unproductive. This year, 
everything that we have planted us-
ing square foot gardening is produc-
ing, but the produce being harvested 

is not excessive. We are not strug-
gling to use, give away, can, dehy-
drate, or freeze veggies so that they 
don’t go bad. We were able to limit 
planting to our needs and stagger 
things so everything did not ripen all 
at once. 
 
Our first attempt at square foot gar-
dening has been a success. It is sim-
ple, can be done in a very small 
space, and can be modified to accom-
modate individual needs and prefer-
ences. 
 
For more details about this method, 
you can find a number of good 
sources online or, if you prefer books, 
check out Mel Bartholomew’s 2013 
publication, “All New Square Foot 
Gardening: The Revolutionary Way to 
Grow More in Less Space” (2nd Edi-
tion).   
 
 
This article text was previously pub-
lished in the Rio Rancho Observer.      

How-to 

Square foot gardening a way to  
increase productivity 

S. Barger 

http://www.rrobserver.com/
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by Cissy Henig, SCMG Intern 
 
Let me say up front that I'm not inter-
ested in any discussion about benefi-
cial aspects to the tomato hornworm. 
In this PC world, I am sure someone 
believes this nasty beast has some 
socially redeeming value. I don't and I 
don't want to hear about it. And I'm 
not Gandhi; I don't give a flying hoot 
about all living things and sharing the 
earth with them, karma for killing 
them, etc. My world is divided into me 
and my tomato plants on one side, 
and anything that threatens them on 
the other.  I'm also not a bug special-
ist but you don't have to know much 
about this d*** worm to know all you 
need to know. It devours your tomato 
plants - what more is there? 
 
Now that we're clear on that, let me 
describe this beast for any lucky per-
son w/ a tomato plant not devoured 
by hornworms. It's large, green, and 
worm-like (although a caterpillar). It is 
exactly the same color as the tomato 
plant (most of the time). I have found 
most success in pulling it off the plant 
- and it will fight to stay - from one 
end and working toward the middle. 
I'm not particular which end, only that 
I detach it from the plant.  Then I drop 
it on the ground and step on it to 
squash it with my shoe. Hard. Green 
goop spurts out and I stand there, 
triumphant. One more victory for me. 
 
But they are sneaky, these d*** 
things. They prefer to eat at night 
when civilized people are asleep, ex-
hausted from mulching the other beds 
with compost and weeding around the 
day lilies.  This is when the hornworm 
crawls up the tomato plant, along with 
all his friends and relations, of which 
he has many, and starts chewing. 
They chew all night long. They leave 
the stems of the plant denuded. Your 
plants look like you expect to grow 
tomatoes on artistically shaped green 
sticks. Then the despicable creatures 

disappear in the morning. Oh, you 
may find one or two or three especially 
greedy worms when you go out to see 
what miracles have happened in the 
garden while you slept. Make no mis-
take: this ain't no miracle. 
 
I used to fling them over the wall for 
the birds to enjoy. The birds declined. 
Then I threw them at the wall to see 
them splat. This mostly stunned them, 
I think. I thought about saving them 
for my neighbor's chickens but I sim-
ply can't bear to let them live long 
enough to collect then in a bucket and 
walk down the street to Ann's house. 
Plus, she has tomato plants of her own 
and probably tomato hornworms of 
her own as well. So I just drop them 
and step on them. I leave their car-
casses where they lie, as a warning of 
what will befall them to others. 
 
It isn't much consolation that this year 
they seem to have multiplied and are 
out in everyone's tomato patch in 
droves. I have 12 tomato plants. My 
high count is 14 hornworms in one 
day, but I understand that's nothing 

compared to what other gardeners are 
finding.  It is possible that I've missed 
some.  I plant marigolds in my tomato 
beds and have for years. This year my 
marigold plants fell prey to another 
nasty pest - grasshoppers, so I didn't 
have flowers because I realized what 
had happened too late in the season. 
It is possible that marigolds in bloom 
would have mitigated this invasion. 
 
I also had one hornworm this summer 
that was brown in color but otherwise 
identical to its green kin. I looked it up 
to make sure that it wasn't some odd 
beneficial and found photos of it but 
no discussion about a brown variant. If 
anyone has information about this, I'd 
love to know about it.  (Please don't 
bother to tell me that I killed the last 
one of a very rare species. I am unre-
pentant.)  
 
Ed. Note: The views expressed in this 
article are solely those of the author 
and do not necessarily reflect those of 
the SCMG organization.  The newslet-
ter welcomes opposing viewpoints 
from hornworm proponents.  

Opinion 

Tomato Hornworms Are the Enemy 

Photo: Brad Smith, Creative Commons  

https://www.flickr.com/photos/57402879@N00/128146047/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/legalcode
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by Jan Koehler, SCMG Intern  
 
Scientific Name: Lantana camara  
Other Common Name: Lakanam, 

shrub verbena, yellow sage, red 
sage 

Type: Perennial/annual depending in 
which zone planted and NM garden 
microclimate  

Family: Verbenacae 
Native Range: Tropical America and 

West Africa  
Zone: Top growth hardy USDA zones 

10-11, roots hardy USDA zones 9  
Height: 3’-4’ with spread 1’-3’ 
Bloom Time: July to frost 
Bloom Description: White, yellow, or-

ange, red. Purple, often mixed in 
same cluster 

Sun: Full 
Water: Medium 
Soil: Average, medium, well-drained  
Maintenance: Low 
Flower: Showy 
Leaf: Fragrant  
Tolerate: Drought, poor soil 
Attracts: Butterflies, hummingbirds 
Suggested use: Annual bedding plant, 

containers 
Problems: Powdery mildew, white flies, 

lace bugs, toxicity if ingested by pet/
agricultural animals 

 
Culture and Care 
Native to the Central and South Amer-
ica and West Africa, this species of 
lantana (also commonly called shrub 
verbena) is an upright frost-tender 
shrub that grows 3-6’ tall. It has es-
caped gardens throughout the world 
and is considered to be a noxious 
weed in many frost-free/tropical areas 
where it can rapidly spread to form 
dense thickets. It has naturalized in 
parts of the southern U.S. including 
southern Florida, the Gulf Coast and 
southern California. When grown in 
Sandoval County, NM, plants should be 
placed out in spring after last frost 
date and may grow to as much as 3-4’ 
tall by the end of the summer. They 
prefer warm temperatures so new 

growth may be slow to appear. Once 
the temperatures warm up though, 
they will grow abundantly.   Tiny 5-
lobed flowers in dense hemispherical 
clusters (to 2” diameter) bloom sum-
mer to fall, which is why these ver-
bena-like flowers have long been ad-
mired. Flower colors include white, 
yellow, orange, red and purple, often 
mixed in the same cluster. Each flower 
is tubular with 4 lobes flaring to about 
1/4 inch, initially yellow or pink gradu-
ally changing to orange and deep red.  
The dark green leaves are opposite, 
ovate, 1-5 inches long and 1-2 inches 
wide, with very small rounded teeth, 
somewhat rough and wrinkled above. 

Leaves are aromatic when bruised.  
 
The growing and care of lantanas 
(Lantana camara) is easy. Simply 
choose a sunny location and plant 
them in well-draining soil. Although 
these plants are tolerant of many soil 
conditions, lantana flowers prefer 
slightly acidic soil.  There are several 
varieties available that offer a multi-
tude of colors. Depending on the re-
gion and type grown, lantana plants 
can be treated as annuals or perenni-
als. Lantana flowers are often used in 
containers. Trailing varieties can even 
be grown in hanging baskets.   

See “Lantana” next page 
 

Plant of the month 

Lantana 
 

J. Koehler 
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 Lantana, continued from prev. page 
 
So many cultivars and hybrids are 
available, including dwarf plants, that 
the species plant is seldom found com-
mercially. Flowers are attractive to 
butterflies and hummingbirds. 
 
Lantana Plant Maintenance 
While newly planted Lantana requires 
frequent watering, once they are es-
tablished, these plants require little 
maintenance and are even tolerant of 
somewhat dry conditions. 
Although it isn’t required, lantana 
plants can be given a light dose of fer-
tilizer each spring if planted in a per-
ennial growing microclimate in 
Sandoval County, but too much may 
inhibit their overall flowering offering 
only a superb vegetation display. 
To encourage re-blooming, deadhead 
periodically. If they have been planted 
in a microclimate conducive to a per-
ennial condition in Sandoval County, 

they should be cut back to the ground 
in late winter/early spring so the new 
growth can appear from the roots 
when the weather warms sufficiently. 
 
Conditions of poisoning 
Pasture animals with sufficient forage 
will often avoid Lantana, perhaps be-
cause of its pungent aroma and taste, 
but animals unfamiliar to the plant 
may ingest enough to affect them. 
Fifty to ninety percent of animals 
newly exposed may be affected. Foli-
age and berry-like fruit, which is 
fleshy, greenish-blue to black when 
ripe, containing one seed contain the 
toxic substances with the toxins being 
in higher concentrations in the green 
unripe berries. Species affected in-
clude cattle, sheep, horses, dogs, 
guinea pigs, and rabbits. 
 
Common Problems with Growing 
Lantanas 

While lantanas are not affected by too 
many problems; you may encounter 
them on occasion.  Powdery mil-
dew can become a problem if the plant 
is not given enough light. In addition, 
the plant may develop root rot if it is 
kept too wet.  Sooty mold is a condi-
tion that causes black discoloration on 
the leaves and is most often attributed 
to insect pests, such as whiteflies.  
Other common pests that affect lan-
tana plants include lace bugs, which 
cause the foliage to turn gray or 
brown and then drop off. 
 
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol
=LACA2 
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/Pl
antFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?kemperc
ode=a523 
http://www.library.illinois.edu/vex/toxic/lan
tana/lantana.htm 
http://www.gardeningknowhow.com/orna
mental/flowers/lantana/lantana-plants.htm  

 

by Tom Neiman, SCMG 
Chair, Rio Rancho Tree Steward 
Steering Committee 
 
On August 22, Rio Rancho Tree Stew-
ards had at least 20 people involved in 
a park work day at North Hills, Canyon 
and Big Brothers/Big Sisters Parks. 
 
There were 11 participants in the first 
annual Frisbee tournament and every-
one, old and young, said they had a 
great time. 
 
Amazingly, everyone won a prize! I 
want to thank the Rio Rancho Commu-
nity Services Coordinator and staff for 
providing tools, gloves, plastic bags 
and water. 
 
Thank you community services work-
ers for your help. A big shout out goes 
to the citizens of North Hills Property 
Owners Association. 
 
A special thank you to Rio Rancho Tree 
Stewards Tracy Jordan and Elizabeth 
Aragon for managing their parks and 

measuring all those frisbee tosses. 
 

Let’s do this again next year! 
   

Service 

Tree Stewards at work  

Some hard-working Tree Stewards enjoy a break at North Hills Park on August 22. 

Koryn Misbach 

http://www.gardeningknowhow.com/plant-problems/disease/powdery-mildew-homemade-and-organic-remedies.htm
http://www.gardeningknowhow.com/plant-problems/disease/powdery-mildew-homemade-and-organic-remedies.htm
http://www.gardeningknowhow.com/plant-problems/disease/root-rot-in-garden-plants.htm
http://www.gardeningknowhow.com/plant-problems/disease/how-to-get-rid-of-sooty-mold.htm
http://www.gardeningknowhow.com/plant-problems/pests/insects/whitefly-control.htm
http://www.gardeningknowhow.com/plant-problems/pests/insects/what-are-lace-bugs.htm
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=LACA2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=LACA2
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?kempercode=a523
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?kempercode=a523
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?kempercode=a523
http://www.library.illinois.edu/vex/toxic/lantana/lantana.htm
http://www.library.illinois.edu/vex/toxic/lantana/lantana.htm
http://www.gardeningknowhow.com/ornamental/flowers/lantana/lantana-plants.htm
http://www.gardeningknowhow.com/ornamental/flowers/lantana/lantana-plants.htm
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by Cissy Henig, SCMG Intern 
 
There are gardening websites for 
every possible interest, plant species, 
gardening method, environment, pest 
and disease, as well as tools, soil 
amendments and plant food. For every 
garden method, there is an opposite 
method, claiming equally stellar re-
sults. There are sites for particular 
species and frequently asked questions 
(FAQ) and answers. Everything from 
garden tourism to eco-terrorism is 
available on the internet. 
 
The problem is determining which sites 
are useful and contain worthwhile in-
formation. In the days when USDA 
bulletins and annual reports were the 
best source of information, gardeners 
knew that someone somewhere in the 
US Department of Agriculture had 
studied the question and done the ex-
periments and that the results were 
available for inspection. Books and 
magazine article supplementing the 
government information had the au-
thor of the book or article and the 
publisher of the book or magazine 
standing behind the publication. News-
papers did the same. Reputations for 
accuracy were on the line. 
 
No one vets web sites. No one. There 
is no submission and approval process 
for web sites. There is no peer review. 
It is technical IT skill that creates a 
website, not subject matter expertise. 
Anyone can create a web site on any 
subject whatsoever. I put this proviso 
up front because it is always a good 
idea to look into the bona fides of any 
web site you use. The more distance 
the gardening web site has from an 
authoritative source, the more open to 
question the information on that web 
site. So just because a piece of in-
formation appears on a web site, 
do not accept that it is valid or 
even true. 
 
 Some individual gardening or agricul-

tural web sites may have the same 
accuracy as the old USDA bulletins and 
we in Sandoval County are very lucky 
that the NMSU website available to us 
has the same standards and reputation 
for users to rely on. NMSU stands be-
hind what it published on their web-
site, as does the USDA on theirs. So 
rely on the usda.gov and exten-
sion.nmsu.edu websites to provide 
accurate information. Our own 
Sandoval County master gardening 
website, sandovalmastergarden-
ers.org, also provides accurate infor-
mation. This is probably the best re-
source we have for reliable information 
about gardening in this area.  
 
People also want information about 
specific plants they want to grow and 
there are sites selling the seed or 
plants, advice on cultivation (this may 
be available from the seller who has a 
vested interest in your success), and 
information about soil and environ-
mental suitability. Be very wary of any 
seller who boasts of a plant that grows 
in your climate when you know it 
won't. And don't take the existence of 
a web site as any guarantee of trust-
worthiness. Look for information about 
how long the site has existed and if it 
had a physical presence prior to the 
site. Seed companies in business for a 
century don't play fast and loose with 
their reputations. Burpee, Park and 
their competitors have web presences. 
Many seed companies have done away 
with catalogues and gone to web sites 
simply because of the expense of cata-
logues. 
 
Always ask other gardeners who grow 
what you are thinking about growing 
about their experience with web sites. 
I'd recommend schreinersgardens.com 
to anyone who is looking for interest-
ing and unusual iris plants. I've bought 
from them when they were a cata-
logue and I bought from them when 
they created a web site. I've heard 
equally good things about Johnny 

Seed Company  johnnyseeds.com. I 
can vouch for www.amleo.com,  A M 
Leonard Tools. Judith Phillips, a local 
landscaper, has a web site with local 
information judithphillipsdesigno-
asis.com. 
 
Just about whatever you want to grow 
or want to know more about has a 
web site. 
 
There are websites about pests and 
pesticides - if you spray with RoundUp, 
how effective is it if it rains six hours 
later? Pretty effective, as it turns out. 
tractorbynet.com/forums/food-
plots/255520-roundup-rain.html  
 
Why did I get a tomato hookworm that 
was brown? because it was a different 
species of moth - and equally nasty. 
tomatodirt.com/tomato-
fruitworms.html 
 
There are also web sites for botanical 
gardens, historic houses with famous 
gardens, tours and open days for gar-
dens all over the world. If you are go-
ing to be in New York City and want to 
see experimental gardens - Wave Hill 
might be a good choice. The hours are 
posted on their web site, wavehill.org 
If you are lucky enough to have a trip 
to Kew Gardens in your future, try 
kew.org. Ditto for the Chelsea Physic 
Garden - chelseaphysicgarden.co.uk. 
 
Then, there is what I refer to as the 
garden porn sites. These are sites 
which make you believe that if only 
you (had the money, had unlimited 
help, lived w/ better soil, etc - pick 
your situation, but most of them are a 
version of the first), you, too, could 
have a fabulous garden. My current 
favorite in this category is gardeni-
sta.com. It does have some incredibly 
useful information but it is mostly aspi-
rational.  
 
The internet is an amazing source of 
information if you use it wisely.    

Finding information 

Gardening websites 
 

http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome
http://extension.nmsu.edu/
http://extension.nmsu.edu/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/
http://www.schreinersgardens.com/
http://www.johnnyseeds.com/
http://www.amleo.com/
http://judithphillipsdesignoasis.com/
http://judithphillipsdesignoasis.com/
http://tractorbynet.com/forums/food-plots/255520-roundup-rain.html
http://tractorbynet.com/forums/food-plots/255520-roundup-rain.html
http://www.tomatodirt.com/tomato-fruitworms.html
http://www.tomatodirt.com/tomato-fruitworms.html
https://www.wavehill.org/
http://www.kew.org/
http://chelseaphysicgarden.co.uk/
http://www.gardenista.com/
http://www.gardenista.com/
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by Pat Barger, SCMG 
 
Water education at the elementary 
school level is an important component 
of the water conservation initiative for 
the City of Rio Rancho in order to cre-
ate a sustainable water supply by im-
proving water use efficiency by its citi-
zens, encouraging water management, 
and promoting water conservation.  
Rio Rancho has approximately 1,400 
4th grade students.  Most of these 
students receive little or no formal wa-
ter resource education.  The Rio Ran-
cho Children’s Water Festival improves 
the understanding of good water man-
agement principles by the students, 
teachers and parents who participate 
in this festival.             

The principal focus of the Festival is to 
educate fourth grade school children 
about water and its relationship to hu-
man and other natural resources in a 
fun and interactive atmosphere.  The 
program vision is to: introduce stu-
dents and teachers to new ideas, in-
troduce options and solutions so par-
ticipants will conserve and protect wa-
ter for the future, lay the foundation 
for further learning, and reach as 
many students and teachers as possi-
ble.  The Festival has been designed 
specifically to introduce and explain 

new and unfamiliar water manage-
ment tools to the present and future 
water users and managers.  Research 
concerning water conservation educa-
tion indicates the targeted group of 
the Festival, fourth grade students, is 
ideal for achieving long-term goals.  
Through sharing at home and with 
extended family, the expected 1,400 
participants represent an ultimate au-
dience of 10,000 to 15,000 people 
throughout the Festival program. 
 
Fourth grade students from Sandoval 
County will attend hands-on, water-
related activities at the Festival.  In 
2014, the Festival educated 1,487 stu-
dents and their teachers from 63 class-
rooms on water conservation; this en-
compassed all of the elementary 
schools in RRPS, Bernalillo Elementary 
School, St. Thomas Aquinas, Jemez 
Valley and several home school stu-
dents. 
 
 

A host of volunteers are needed for 
one or both days of the event: 

 When:  Monday, October 26 and 
Tuesday, October 27 from 9:00 
a.m. to 1:45 p.m. 

 Where:  Santa Ana Star Center, 
3001 Civic Center Circle in Rio 
Rancho 

 Lunch is provided as well as coffee 
or tea in the morning 

 
We need guides/timekeepers, evalua-
tors, presenters and assistants. 
For questions, contact SCMG Project 
Leader Pat Barger (see your SCMG 
roster).  To volunteer, contact Marian 
Wrage, Festival Director 
mwrage@ci.rio-rancho-nm.us or 505-
896-8737 (for security reasons, your 
name must appear on the volunteer 
list or you will not be able to partici-
pate).  

Service 

Volunteers needed for 
Children’s Water Festival 

Volunteers needed 

Part of city initiative to  
create a sustainable  

water supply by  
improving water use  

efficiency 

Fourth graders under-
stand need for conserva-
tion, and share the mes-

sage with others 

mailto:mwrage@ci.rio-rancho-nm.us
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by Dudley Vines, SCMG 
 
This story isn’t about gardening, so 
maybe it doesn’t belong here.  But it’s 
a tale worth sharing with my friends, 
about an adventure with another cul-
ture that’s maybe a little mysterious. 
 
It started with a brief announcement 
in the paper about “The 26 Mile Yard 
Sale” meandering through the Jemez 
Valley on NM 4.  They have the event 
every year in October.  Probably all of 
us have driven through the Jemez 
valley at one time or another.   This 
drive, with the red bluffs, pine trees, 
and the Jemez Creek is so beautiful it 
is designated a National Scenic By-
way.   And at this time of year, the 
foliage is changing.  Throw in a gi-
gantic yard sale, and it’s a “can’t 
miss” opportunity.  So I suggested to 
my wife that we take the drive, enjoy 
the scenery, and see if we could find 
any yard sale treasures along the 
way. 
 
And we did.  But not the kind of 
treasure I expected. 
 
We drove US 550 from Bernalillo to 
San Ysidro and turned onto NM 4.  
We spotted a couple of sellers in San 
Ysidro but didn’t stop.  We took a 
side trip up to Ponderosa (there’s a 
winery you can visit in Ponderosa, 
too) and had a nice chat with a lady 
selling some items, then got back on 
NM 4.  We slowed down to see what 
was for sale here and there, and then 
came into the pueblo of Jemez where 
a lot of people had tables set up 
along the road.  We parked near a 
cluster of tables where we saw peo-
ple congregating, and got out to 
check out the sale.  Mostly kids’ cloth-
ing here, a few toys over there – 
nothing caught my eye.  The next 
guy had some hunting gear for sale, 
which was a little more interesting.  
There were some arrowheads.  The 
next lady had some jewelry to offer, 

and my wife stopped to check it out.   
 
While she looked, I turned and saw a 
beautiful little Native American girl, 
about 4, playing in front of a house 
right behind us.  She was scooping 
sand up in an empty water bottle and 
pouring it into a little plastic bucket.  
When my wife came over, I nodded 
toward the little girl and said, “Look”.   
“She’s precious!” my wife said. 
 
The little girl looked up, and I smiled 
and gave a little wave.  She waved 
back and said, “I’m making a sand 
castle.” 
 
My wife replied, “That looks like fun!  
And you’re doing a good job, too.” 
 
“My mom’s going to buy me a guitar,” 
the girl said. 
 
“Wow,” I said.  “Then you’ll be able 
to play music, huh?” 
 
“She’s inside,” the girl said.  “Come 
on,” and for some reason we followed 
her to the door. 
 
Inside, a young woman was sweep-
ing.  She looked over at us standing 
in the doorway and said, “Hi.  Come 
on in.  I was just sweeping up a little.  
My mom’s in the back.  I’ll get her.” 
 
And out from the kitchen came an 
older woman who greeted us warmly 
and started talking about her pottery.  
She was so interesting and friendly 
and outgoing that we were mesmer-
ized.  This was Flo Yepa, a Jemez 
elder, teacher, healer, and artist.  She 
brought out rock-hard pieces of clay 
that she gathers locally, white and 
orange, and dark brown.  She told us 
how they grind the clay and mix it 
with water for the pottery.  I asked if 
she used an electric kiln.  She looked 
at me askance for a moment, then 
took a large photo album from a 
shelf.  The three of us sat at a large 

table, at which I assumed she works. 
 
The album contained photo after 
photo of the pottery Mrs. Yepa 
makes.  First she showed us a photo 
where she was assembling wood in a 
pile covering pots to be fired, and she 
explained how the potters had to un-
derstand the moisture content of the 
clay as well as the dryness of the 
wood in order to properly build the 
fire.  She also had a photo of an area 
nearby where she gathers her clay. 
 
While she was talking, we learned 
that she has travelled to the Dutch 
Antilles, to Mexico, to Peru, and other 
distant locations to consult with them 
about making pottery.  We learned 
that she was born in Laguna pueblo.  
We were spellbound. 
 
Mrs. Yepa’s son brought out a large 
bowl of fresh hot popcorn.  Her 
daughter brought us bottled water.  
Mrs. Yepa continued her stories, turn-
ing pages in the album. 
 
We mentioned how sweet the little 
girl was, and Mrs. Yepa got side-
tracked with a story of how her peo-
ple consider a child to be a like a but-
terfly in a way:  as they mature, they 
come out of their chrysalis as an 
adult shaped by all the hands that 
have touched them, from the hands 
that caught them at birth through all 
the hands that touched them as they 
grew, because the community helps 
raise the children.  And the people 
pray that the child only takes the 
good characteristics of those who 
have influenced them. 
 
Artwork on one pot in a photo in-
cluded a spider, and Mrs. Yepa men-
tioned that, “Of course, we have our 
stories of Grandmother Spider,” but 
she turned the page and didn’t elabo-
rate.  Now I’m curious about Grand-
mother Spider. 

 
See “Jemez”, next page 

Diversions 

The 26 mile yard sale  
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Jemez—cont. from prev. page 
 
The design on another pot depicted 
women carrying ollas on their heads, 
walking away.  Mrs. Yepa told us that 
was how she remembered the 
women in Laguna carrying water 
from the well when she was little; for 
some reason, she only remembered 
seeing them from the back as they 
walked away. 
 
Then she pointed out some tiny red 
flower patterns around another de-
sign, and told us that when she was 
little and they were learning to dance 
for the pueblo ceremonies, her aunt 
would gather these flowers and make 
a tea for the children, which helped 
calm them so they could pay atten-
tion and learn the meaning of the 
dances.  Her aunt was a healer, and 
always had a lot of herbs hanging in 
clusters in her kitchen.  Her aunt 
taught her about their folk medicine. 
 
Then Mrs. Yepa came to the last page 
in her album.  It held an old sheet of 
loose-leaf notebook paper with a fad-
ing sketch similar to some of the tra-

ditional designs on her pottery.   
Mrs. Yepa said, “My grandmother 
gave this to me.  I said to her, 
‘Grandmother, there’s not much 
here,’ and Grandmother said, ‘It’s all 
you need.’  I said, ‘But Grandmother, 
I don’t know what this means.’  And 
she said, ‘That’s because you can’t 
read it.’  And I said, ‘But there are no 
letters.  How can I read it?’  And she 
told me, ‘You can’t read it because I 
haven’t taught you how yet.’  And 
then she taught me what the design 
means.” 
 
Then Mrs. Yepa’s son interrupted and 
said he needed her to drop him off 
someplace.  She stood up, apologized 
for having to leave, and told us to 
stay and look around if we wanted.  
We told her we should continue our 
drive through the valley, and we 
thanked her for spending time with 
us.   
 
We all walked out the door into the 
cool sunshiny day, and suddenly the 
spell was broken.  Some of the ven-
dors had departed, and with the pick-
ups out of the way we saw a sign to 

one side of the house indicating that 
it was a pottery shop.  If Mrs. Yepa’s 
son hadn’t needed a ride, there is no 
telling how much pottery I might own 
right now!   
 
Mrs. Yepa is a person with whom 
time is well-spent.  She is a charming 
lady and a skilled artist.  She likes to 
spend time with people so she can 
learn what they are seeking before 
she creates pottery for them.  And a 
pot with a story is worth something.  
Next October, watch the papers for 
an announcement about the 26 mile 
yard sale.  Take a trip through the 
beautiful Jemez Valley when the sea-
sons are changing and the air is crisp.  
Stop and talk to people.  You’ll have a 
magical adventure.  This is the Land 
of Enchantment, after all.    
 
 
Ed. Note: The event is now called 
“The Jemez Mountain Trail Sale”.  
This year it will be the weekend of 
October 17-18. 
 
Check it out at jemezsprings.org. 
   

 

by Gretchen Neiman, SCMG 
Fund Raising Committee Chair 
 
The Fund Raising Committee would 
like to make our own cookbook and 
have it ready for sale by the 2015 holi-
day season.   
 
We have all eaten some really good 
food at these pot luck lunches and 
we'd like you all to share. If we can 
get a commitment from half of our 
membership then we should have a 
nice collection.  We can collect the 
recipes by the class graduation in Sep-
tember and be on our way. 
 
If you would like to share your original 

recipes or would like to help us 
proof read and organized them, 
please email me.  No or little re-
sponse means no cookbook.  You 
can find my email address is in 
your SCMG roster, or email 
scmgnewsletter@gmail.com and 
ask for it. 
 
Remember, these need to be 
your own original recipes.  We 
can’t use recipes copied from an-
other cookbook due to copyright 
restrictions.   
 
So channel your inner chef and 
share a few of your culinary crea-
tions with your fellow SCMGs!    

Project news 

Calling all cooks! 

http://www.jemezsprings.org/
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by Nancy Bresenham, SCMG 
Chair, 2015 Nominating  
   Committee 
 
Recently approved changes to SCMG 
bylaws created three additional board 
positions.  Information about the can-
didates for these new positions is pre-
sented here, along with a repeat of 
candidate information from the Au-
gust newsletter.  The 2015 SCMG 
nominating committee is pleased to 
present the complete slate of candi-
dates for the 2015/2016 year:   
 
 Barbara Dawson, for Coordinator 
 Keith Lewis, for Asst. Coordinator 
 Julia Runyan, for Asst. Coordinator 
 Terry Ganzel, for Secretary 
 John Millard, for Member at Large 
 Janet Blair, for Member at Large 
 Judith Carter, for Member at Large 
 Pat Gillett, for Member at Large 
 
With prior authorization from the indi-
vidual, nominations also can be made 
from the floor at the September 
meet ing. (bylaws Art i c le  V: 
"Nominations may also be made from 
the floor at the annual meeting.  All 
nominees must have agreed before-
hand to serve.") 
 
This year's nominating committee 
was chaired by Nancy Bresenham, 
joined by members JoAnn Beuerle, 
Sandy Liakus, and Julia Runyan. 
 
Biographies & Statements 
 
Barbara Dawson,  candidate for 
SCMG coordinator    
Barbara Dawson graduated from the 
SCMG Class in 2010.  She is a native 
New Mexican and has lived in Albu-
querque since 1972 and graduated 
from UNM in 1980 with a Bachelors 
degree in Elementary Education.  She 
also completed her pre-med classes 
in 1990 and pursued her Doctor of 
Chiropractic degree in Dallas, TX.  
She opted to become a mom rather 
than a Chiropractor, and is thrilled 

with the choice.  She still works her 
at-home business of being a Profes-
sional Network Marketer.  She and 
her husband of 35 years have been 
distributors for the same health and 
wellness manufacturer for 18 years. 
She loves the health and freedom. 
 
Barbara and her husband Norm have 
4 grown children, ages 23 to 18.  Bar-
bara has been a resident of Corrales 
for the past 8 years.  She loves gar-
dening and her horses.  She recently 
installed an in-ground Koi pond.  
That’s another garden!  The Koi and 
Goldfish are hiding out and the toads 
have turned up in significant num-
bers.  The tadpoles are abundant! 
 
Barbara is delighted to be invited to 
be the Coordinator of  SCMG.  She’s 
looking forward to working with the 
new board, interns, graduates and 
Sandoval County and continuing in 
the footsteps of her predecessors.  
Let’s make this a great year. 
 
Keith Lewis,     candidate for Assis-
tant Coordinator 
My managerial experience began in 
the unincorporated City of Castro Val-
ley in their Chamber of Commerce 
located in the San Francisco Bay 
Area. As the office manager I had a 
wealth of experience meeting with 
Wineries and coordinating their enter-
tainment for monthly business mixers 

and the Fall Festival. I was also re-
sponsible for doing the layout, set up, 
and volunteer coordination for both 
events.  Shortly after I moved to Al-
buquerque I became certified as a 
Sandoval County Master Gardener in 
2013.   I am now volunteering as the 
project coordinator for the Corrales 
Town Hall Garden, a SCMG Board 
Member at Large, one of the two-
man crew for the Master Gardener 
Newsletter, and recently served on 
the Bylaws Revision Committee. 
 
Since my graduation I have worked 
as a master gardener volunteer each 
year at the Corrales garden Tour.   
My daughter teasingly tells me: "Oh 
good,  you've found other old people 
to play in the dirt with."  Actually, I've 
been able to combine my skill as a 
journeyman carpenter with what I 
learned as a Master Gardener to 
make a Zen garden and planter boxes 
for a local greenhouse so persons 
who can not stand for long periods or 
kneel on the ground can enjoy gar-
dening.  Some of my current projects 
outside of master gardening are sit-
ting on the Credentials and Resolu-
tions Committee for the Democratic 
Party of Bernalillo County, being a 
Precinct chair and the 2nd Vice Chair 
and Outreach Coordinator for the 
New Mexico Black Caucus. 
 
 

See “election”, next page 

2015 Election 

SCMG Voter’s Guide 

Keith Lewis 

M. Stoy 

Barbara Dawson 

B. Dawson 
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Election, continued 
 
My goal on being elected to the Assis-
tant Coordinator board position and 
as a Master Gardener member is to 
keep the folks mindful that it is not all 
about just growing food in your back 
yard; it is also about leaning and 
sharing that knowledge with others 
and about keeping what we got from 
our forefathers - plant first then poli-
tics next. 
 
Julia Runyan, candidate for Assis-
tant Coordinator 

My late husband was an avid vegeta-
ble gardener and I enjoyed canning 
his bounty and I had a large rose gar-
den before moving to Albuquerque in 
1990 from Hobbs, NM after retiring as 
the energy editor of the local newspa-
per. 
 
Before moving to Rio Rancho in 2003 
I have a very good raised bed gar-
dens at my home in Albuquerque. 
Since moving to Sandoval County I 
have continued to have raised beds 
to grow my vegetable I sell my extra 
produce during the summer. And am 
currently in process of landscaping 
my front yard with native plants on a 
very large lot of sand. 
 
During a visit in 2011 a Sandoval 
County Master Gardeners booth at 
the Idalia Rd. Market I met several 
members who peaked my interest in 
the program. I am a graduate of the 
class of 2012 and am serving as a 

Member at Large on the Board of Di-
rectors. 
 
I have a business Dazzlin Expressions 
were I make handmade greeting 
cards that I sell at the Idalia Market 
during the summer and at area craft 
fairs. 
 
Terry Ganzel candidate for Secre-
tary 

I was born and raised in Chicago, 
completing HS and a semester of col-
lege there. I left Chicago to join the 
USAF in 1970, and spent nearly 21 
years as an aviation electronics tech-
nician and maintenance   superinten-
dent. In 1991 I retired from the Air 
Force and worked briefly as a com-
munity college instructor of electron-
ics and as a contractor to the govern-
ment as a network engineer. I en-
tered civil service in 1994, working for 
the National Weather Service, Gen-
eral Services Administration and the 
US Department of Agriculture, each 
position in the field of telecommuni-
cations and computer networking. I 
retired from civil service in May of 
2014. I have also taught electronics, 
networking and management for sev-
eral colleges, continuing today with 
the University of Phoenix and South-
ern Illinois University. 
 
My interest in gardening began in 
childhood, helping plan a small urban 
garden and preserving the harvest via 

various methods. My wife and I have 
gardened on 1/3 acre with 2 other 
families, producing both fresh vegeta-
bles and preserved vegetables for the 
winter season. We’ve lived in 9 places 
and have gardened in some way in 
each place we’ve called home. I com-
pleted the SCMG Master Gardener 
program in 2012. 
 
My interest in being Secretary is 
about participating more fully with 
the gardening group. I plan to work 
hard at the duties and to help SCMG 
grow. I’m generally a no nonsense 
kind of person. 
 
John Millard candidate for Mem-
ber at Large 

Born and raised in the Garden State, 
and started my first geranium cutting 
at age six. I worked for a florist who 
had more than 10k ft2 of green-
houses throughout high school and 
college. His primary crop was carna-
tions which we propagated by start-
ing side shoots in Vermiculite, but we 
also grew snaps, mums, daffs, tulips, 
etc. in season from seed and bulbs. 
No such thing as disposable plastic 
pots in those days. It’s a lot of fun 
scrubbing and sterilizing terra cotta in 
those 90/90 (temp/humidity) summer 
days of New Jersey.  
 

See “voter guide”, next page 
 
 
 
 

Julia Runyan 

M. Stoy 
Terry Ganzel 

T. Ganzel 

John Millard 

M. Stoy 
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Voter guide, continued 
 
Joined the Navy and saw the world 
for 23 years. That provided some in-
teresting growing environments. The 
sun never shines in Monterey, CA – 
12” carrots in beach sand and toma-
toes and corn which never ripen. The 
water table in the plot we moved into 
in Tidewater Virginia was about -2”, 
so I planted a weeping willow in the 
deepest puddle and in a couple of 
years was able to grow a reasonable 
veggie garden and also joined the 
Bonsai Society – managed to kill all 
those little trees within a few months 
of moving them to Albuquerque. You 
can dig into the soil of Guam where I 
lived for about three inches until you 
hit solid coral – did a lot of SCUBA 
diving and softball.  
 
Two gardening opportunities for me 
here in ABQ. We lived in the SE 
heights for about 20 years – decom-
posed granite – read sand. I got in-
terested in the French Intensive 
method of gardening and double dug 
five 4’ X 25’ beds, amending with all 
the organic material I could find for 
many years until I started reading 
about and pursuing no till gardening. 
By then I could push one of Sam’s re-
bars about 20” into the soil. We 
moved to the North Valley in 2000 – 
read clay. I’m still amending with all 
the organic material I can find, but 
have backed way off with manure – 
can’t leach out the salts like I could in 
the SE Heights. The thought of dou-
ble digging these beds makes me 
shudder, and would give my orthopod 
fits, so it’s back to my trusty Troy-Bilt.  
Retired from Intel in 2013 and finally 
had the time to make the commit-
ment to become a Master Gardener in 
2014. Have served as the Co-Chair of 
the Seed Library since graduation and 
have been one of the key editors of 
the SCMG governing documents up-
dates, including our new timesheet, 
the Bylaws changes, and the Policies 
revision. In the latter capacity, I have 
worked closely with the Board and 
have become very familiar with its 
operation.  
 

Janet Blair, candidate for Member-
at-large 
Janet Blair became a SC Master Gar-
dener in 2014 and has been active in 
publicity and several other commit-
tees, as work has permitted.  
 
She has more than 35 years’ experi-
ence in journalism and public rela-
tions. She first came to New Mexico 
and worked as a print reporter for the 
Albuquerque News.  Since then, she 
has worked twenty years in TV news: 
18 years for KOAT (ABC-TV) and 2 
years for KRQE (CBS-TV).  In addi-
tion, she has worked as senior staff 
to former Albuquerque Mayor Martin 
Chavez, PR Director for St. Joseph 
Healthcare, and owned her own small 
consulting firm doing PR and media 
training for private industry and gov-
ernment groups.  Janet first retired as 
the Communications, Information and 
Public Outreach Director for Albu-
querque Metropolitan Court after an 8
-year run. She also worked as Com-
munications Director for the Albu-
querque Police Department for six 
months. 
 
She is now re-retired, doing a lot of 
gardening, conducting the annual 
jihad on her squash bugs and trying 
to encourage her veggies and flowers 
to produce.  She also does some con-
sulting and media training. She lives 
in southern Corrales with a small ani-
mal menagerie and her hus-
band.  They have two sons, 32 and 
36. 
 

Judith Carter, candidate for mem-
ber-at-large   

I am a graduate of the class of 2013 
and currently serve as the SCMG 
Mentor Chairperson.  I was born and 
raised in the Winter Wonderland of 
Michigan and am a State of Michigan 
retiree.  My husband and I moved to 
New Mexico in 2012 because of the 
wonderful climate coupled with the 
fact that the “snow is on the moun-
tains.” 
 My grandfather provided my first 
introduction to home vegetable gar-
dening.  To this day, I still stake, 
string, and hoe my planting rows the 
old fashion way.  My first of many 
contacts with the Michigan State Co-
operative Extension Service were re-
lated to seasonal vegetable pests.  
The master gardeners in Michigan 
were my heroes.   
 
My master gardener training and 
Homescape Solutions class compo-
nents have provided me with the 
knowledge and confidence to under-
stand, plan, and maintain my own 
xeric landscape.   
 
Not only do I enjoy the numerous 
volunteer opportunities offered by the 
SCMG, I support the continued organ-
izational growth, project leadership, 
and community education outreach 
we are engaged in.   

 
See “candidates”, next page 

 

Janet Blair 

Judith Carter 

J. Blair 
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Candidates, continued 
 
As a candidate for Member at Large I 
pledge to support the interests of our 
membership and programs that will 
help us grow, thrive, and better edu-
cate our community on the benefits 
and joys of gardening. 
 
Pat Gillett, candidate for Member-at
-large 
 
I was born and brought up in Massa-
chusetts. Every year we grew enough 
food to feed our extended family of 
12.  We had 3 large gardens, apple 
and blueberry trees and blackberry 
bushes.  Even today, if I hear the 
word beans and tomatoes in the 
same sentence as canning I shud-
der.  My father and grandfather had 
multiple hives of bees and every year 
tapped the maple trees for 
syrup.  Someday ask me what hap-
pens when you try to boil down sap 

into syrup inside the house or how 
amazing it is to get fresh snow and 
pour  map le  syrup ove r  i t .             
G r e a t    e a t i n g !       

Currently, we have grape vines, apple 
and cherry trees and a moderately 
sized vegetable garden.  Also, 8 rose 
bushes and various other trees and 
plants that keep us busy. So, you can 
see the knowledge that I gained from 
SCMG becomes useful in many ways.  
 
I am a retired UNM professor. After 
retiring I decided that SCMG was the 
next goal in my life.  I finished in the 
2014 class. Now, I am on the educa-
tion committee and the Vista Sandia 
Elementary after school program.   As 
a member at large I will continue to 
be active in and support the organiza-
tion.        
 
 

Pat Gillett 

M. Stoy 

by Dudley Vines, SCMG 
 
A family member asked me to 
look at a large tree in his front 
yard in Bernalillo.  He asked 
what was wrong with the tree, 
and if it is dying.  The reason 
for his concern was that the 
leaves seemed to be turning 
yellow and dropping off.  The 
tree is a large mulberry (8 feet 
in girth), and has been in place 
for over 30 years.  It has never 
exhibited this problem before. 
 
The first thing I noticed was 
that the problem appears to be 
confined to one area of the tree, 
which is the quarter of the tree 
facing the house.  The affected 
area is probably half defoliated 
at this point.  This area corre-
sponds almost perfectly to a 
bricked-over “patio”.  The sec-
ond photo shows the patio area.  
The patio pavers cover the en-

In the community 

Tree trouble 

The entire area visible to the right is largely defoliated (bare branches are visible at the extreme right), and the 
foliage that remains in the affected area is extremely pale. 

D. Vines 
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tire area under the part of the 
tree with the problem.  The 
homeowner waters the tree once 
every week or two by filling the 
small open area around the trunk.   
 
Most of the affected leaves are 
nearly white.  Quite a lot of them 
have black spots of irregular size 
and shape.  A number are starting 
to exhibit necrosis.  The affected 
area is almost entirely confined to 
one limb of the tree, which 
branches several times over the 
patio area.  However, leaves on 
the tip of a second limb are begin-
ning to turn white.  The second 
limb joins the trunk adjacent to 
the  previously mentioned affected 
limb. 
 
An examination of the trunk and 
limbs revealed no evidence of insects. 
Leaves on all other quarters of the 
tree appear to have good color and 
no insect damage. 
 
My thoughts are that the problem 
originates with the roots that are cov-
ered.  I suspect that the symptoms 
are a result of lack of water.  Nutrient 

deficiency could also be a factor, but 
the other parts of the tree don’t seem 
to lack nutrients, so the soil is proba-
bly OK.  The big tree always did well 
in the past.  Perhaps it has just got-
ten too big to support all the foliage 
when 25% of the root area is cov-
ered. 
 
If my diagnosis is correct, I don’t 
know what the home owner can do 
about the problem other than remove 
the paving blocks under the tree and 

irrigate, and perhaps apply some che-
lated iron and other nutrients.  He 
doesn’t want to tear up his patio, so 
we’ll just wait and see what happens 
next spring.   He hopes that, worst 
case, he can have the bad limbs re-
moved and some new branches will 
grow from healthy limbs to cover his 
patio.   
 
Thanks to Sandy Liakus for consulting 
with me about this problem.    
 

A patio made from pavers completely covers the area beneath the affected part of the tree. 

D.Vines 

A leaf from the problem tree shown with a couple of “normal” yellow leaves 
found on a tree nearby.  The problem tree leaves are extremely pale.  Many 
leaves on the outer ends of affected braches are exhibiting necrosis (right). 

D. Vines 

D. Vines 
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The Bulletin Board 

Gardening With the Masters 
Gardening with the Masters is a long-standing monthly 
lecture series , presented by the SCMG. Master gardeners 
and other invited experts offer useful horticultural presen-
tations for the high desert home gardener. The lectures 
are free and open to the public.  Upcoming events: 
 
September 1:  Organic Gardening Concepts – Ag. Agent 
Sandoval Coop. Extension Service  
October 6:  Amending Desert Garden Soil – MG John 
Zarola  

International MG Conference 
SEPTEMBER 22–25, 2015 

MID-AMERICA CENTER, COUNCIL BLUFFS, IOWA  

Master Composter Workshops 
09/02/2015  Bucket Composting with the Bokashi 
Method: 10:00 am to 11:30 am at Bear Canyon Senior 
Center. To register call 505-767-5959 or send email 
to register@nmcomposters.org. 
09/19/2015  Bucket Composting With the Bokashi 
Method: 10:30 am to 12:30 pm at Highland Senior Cen-
ter. To register call 505-256-2000 or send email to regis-
ter@nmcomposters.org. 
09/26/2015  Composting with Worms 
(Vermicomposting): 11:00 am to 12:30 pm at Holiday 
Park Community Center.  To register send email 
to register@nmcomposters.org.  
10/10/2015  Bokashi Bucket Composting: 11:00 am 
to 12:30 pm at Holiday Park Community Center. To regis-
ter send email to register@nmcomposters.org.  
10/14/2015  Improving Desert Garden Soil: 10:00 
am to 11:30 am at Bear Canyon Senior Center. To regis-
ter send email to register@nmcomposters.org.  
 
 

Idalia Road Marketplace 
Dates for the Idalia Rd. Market place where SCMG will 
have an information booth to provide SCMG information 
and books on gardening are: 
   Chili Fest:  Sept. 12 and 13 

Christmas in October: Oct. 3 and 4 
 
Contact Julia Runyan to volunteer. 

SCMG annual meeting  
and pot luck luncheon 

Sept.19, San Ysidro Church Herndon Hall in Corrales.  
 
The party will start with the election of officers at 11 
am and continue with lunch, followed by the awarding of 
SCMG pins to the 2015 interns. 
If any one would like to volunteer to help at the 
event please contact:  Julia Runyan, Chair 

Corrales Harvest Festival 
 

Sept 26-27  Downtown Corrales 
—   A beautiful fall weekend of activities  — 

Free Composting Worms! 
 

First come, first served 
 

Eisenia fetida (red wigglers) available free to any 
SCMG.  Contact John Zarola. 

Seed Library Activities 
 
The Sandoval County Seed Library will be having their Fall 
Seed Library Orientation and Seed Saving Work-
shop.   The Speaker will be Lynda Garvin, Agriculture/
Horticulture Agent for Sandoval County. 
 
Classes will be September 12th, 1-3 pm 
                      October  3rd, 10am-12 noon. 
 
Location:  Esther Bone Memorial Library 
                   950 Pinetree Road SE 
                   Rio Rancho, NM 
 
Orientation will cover how the Seed Library is organized, 
how to check out seeds, and the donation process.   The 
Workshop will cover pollination, varietal purity and isola-
tion techniques, criteria for plant seed selection and seed 
storage. 

Volunteers Needed! 
Rio Rancho Children’s Water Festival 

October 26/27 

Local Farmer’s Markets 
Corrales Growers Market, Sundays 9-12am 

Zia Pueblo Farmers Market (in Bernalillo), Fridays 4-7pm 
 

http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/gardening-with-the-masters/
http://mastergardener.unl.edu/imgc2015
http://bernalilloextension.nmsu.edu/mastercomposter/schedule.html
http://www.idaliaroadmarketplace.com/#!about1/c24ie
http://corralesharvestfestival.com/
http://corralesharvestfestival.com/
http://www.sandovalcountyseedlibrary.org/
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SCMG Board Meet-
ings  Third Tuesday 
of month, Sandoval 
County Extension 
Office, 3:00pm 

NOTE: the offi-
cial SCMG cal-
endar is on the 
website 

Click on links 
for details 
 
Telephone Hotline  
Daily 9:00-12:00, 
1:30-4:30 in the 
Casita 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

       
       

       
       

       
       

       
       

       
       

       
       

 

       

       

       

       

       

       

September 2015 

-Corrales Growers 
Market 9:00am-
12:00pm 

  -Milkweed Seed & 
Plant Production 
Workshop 9am 

-New Beginnings  
9:30-11:00am 
-NM State Fair 
-Milkweed Seed & 
Plant Production 
Workshop 9am 

-Zia Pueblo Farmers 
Market (Bernalillo) 
4:00-7:00pm  
-NM State Fair 

-NM State Fair 
-Idalia Road Market-
place Chile Fest 
-Seed Library Orien-
tation & seed saving 
workshop 

  -Gardening With the 
Masters:  Organic 
Gardening Concepts  

-DeLavy House gar-
den 9-11am 

-WaterWise Garden 
8:30-11:00am 
-New Beginnings  
9:30-11:00am 

-Zia Pueblo Farmers 
Market (Bernalillo) 
4:00-7:00pm  

-Home Depot Plant 
Clinic 10am-2pm 

-Corrales Growers 
Market 9:00am-
12:00pm 
-NM State Fair 
-Idalia Road Market-
place Chile Fest 

-NM State Fair Newsletter Articles 
DUE! 
-SCMG Board 3-5pm 
-NM State Fair 

-NM State Fair -New Beginnings  
9:30-11:00am 
-NM State Fair 

-Zia Pueblo Farmers 
Market (Bernalillo) 
4:00-7:00pm  
-NM State Fair 

-SCMG Annual Meet-
ing 11am-2pm 
Hendron Hall, San 
Ysidro church 
 
 
 
-NM State Fair 

-Corrales Growers 
Market 9:00am-
12:00pm 
-NM State Fair 

   -New Beginnings  
9:30-11:00am 

-Zia Pueblo Farmers 
Market (Bernalillo) 
4:00-7:00pm  

-Santa Ana Plant 
Clinic 10am-2pm 
-Corrales Harvest 
Festival 

-Corrales Growers 
Market 9:00am-
12:00pm 
-Corrales Harvest 
Festival 
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SCMG Board Meet-
ings  Third Tuesday 
of month, Sandoval 
County Extension 
Office, 3:00pm 

NOTE: the offi-
cial SCMG cal-
endar is on the 
website 

Click on links 
for details 
 
Telephone Hotline  
Daily 9:00-12:00, 
1:30-4:30 in the 
Casita 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

       
       

       
       

       
       

       
       

       
       

       
       

October 2015 

-Corrales Growers 
Market 9:00am-
12:00pm 

   Newsletter Articles 
DUE! 
-New Beginnings  
9:30-11:00am 

-Zia Pueblo Farmers 
Market (Bernalillo) 
4:00-7:00pm  

 

-Corrales Growers 
Market 9:00am-
12:00pm 
-Idalia Road Market-
place Christmas in 
October 

 -Gardening With the 
Masters:  Amending 
desert soil  

-DeLavy House gar-
den 9-11am 

-WaterWise Garden 
8:30-11:00am 
-New Beginnings  
9:30-11:00am 

-Zia Pueblo Farmers 
Market (Bernalillo) 
4:00-7:00pm  

 

-Corrales Growers 
Market 9:00am-
12:00pm 

 -SCMG Board 3-5pm  -New Beginnings  
9:30-11:00am 

-Zia Pueblo Farmers 
Market (Bernalillo) 
4:00-7:00pm  

 

-Corrales Growers 
Market 9:00am-
12:00pm 

-Rio Rancho Chil-
dren’s Water Festival 

-Rio Rancho Chil-
dren’s Water Festival 

 -New Beginnings  
9:30-11:00am 

-Zia Pueblo Farmers 
Market (Bernalillo) 
4:00-7:00pm  

 

       

      -Seed Library Orien-
tation & seed saving 
workshop 
-Idalia Road Market-
place Christmas in 
October 
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