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COORDINATOR’S CORNER
This is my final blurb for 20132014 tenure as Coordinator,
and want to let you know that
it was a pleasure serving you
and the Sandoval County Master Gardener organization. I
will miss many aspects of the
Coordinator’s position and duties, but I am looking forward
to focusing on my favorite
SCMG projects, the Bernalillo
New Beginnings Garden and
the Placitas Elementary Caterpillars, and involvement with
Committee work.
I wish to thank the outgoing
Board members, Sue Trevor,
Treasurer, and Members- AtLarge Pat Barger, John Zarola
and Rex Franklin, who will be
completing their Board terms,

for their creative ideas and
tireless work to implement
them into practice.
I look forward to working with
the newly elected Board Officers, Secretary Mickie FrazierKoontz in her second year, and
current and new Members-atLarge in a support function as
the Past Coordinator.

bers, the Class of 2014 Master
Gardener certification, and the
Super Pot Luck. Remember
this is a family event, too.
Julia Runyan and her Annual
meeting committee will have a
bevy of gifts and door prizes
ready to peak your interest.
Ciao,
Sandy Liakus

That said; please submit your
votes for the nominees per the
2015 Ballot just sent out to you
via email or snail mail. I look
forward to seeing you the Annual Members Meeting on Saturday September 20th from
11:00 am – 1:00 pm at the Rio
West Church for the election
of the new 2015 Board mem-

FROM LYNDA’S DESK
Thank You! A great big
thanks and kudos to Martha
Mann for her undaunted spirit
and unflagging energy helping
with the Sandoval County
Fair. She has volunteered for
many years from what I understand. Often volunteering in
the office, and a master gardener since 2002, she knows
what is demanded with our
short staff in such a large
county, and what is needed to
get the job done. Martha
tagged and transported exhibits to and fro for Master Gardeners and others. She
bravely served as the judge for
the 4-H baking competition.
That was a lot of baked goods

to taste. She was a real pro,
clearing her pallet before moving on to the next entry. We
never have to worry about a
thing if Martha is involved to
help.
I’d love to see more Master
Gardeners submit entries, volunteer hours, and support the
county fair by actually attending. I will gladly transport you
to the fair in the extension
van. Next year we’ll have an
organized effort to recruit and
transport Master Gardeners to
the County fair. The State Fair
is on from September 11 to 22
at the State Fairgrounds in
Albuquerque. Volunteers are
needed to help set up exhibits

and judge the horticulture and
perhaps other 4-H exhibits
on September 9 & 10. Please
call Nicole Lujan the Home
Economist/4-H agent at the
Extension Office.
Congratulations to Therese
Barts, Gene Dunne, Martha
Mann, Mike Maurer, Dave Pojmann and the Bernalillo Community Garden which is maintained by JoAnn Beuerle,
Nancy Bresenham, Kathy Carr,
Lorraine Garvey, Sandy Liakus,
Mike & Sandy Stoy for submitting entries to the Sandoval
County Fair. Thank You! Your
representation of the SCMG
program is greatly appreciated. Lynda
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What gardeners need to know about RR
Mickie Frazier-Koontz, SCMG
As my husband and I searched for a house in preparation for our move
from Lincoln, Neb., to the Albuquerque area, we each had our own requirements. He wanted room for his ham radio antenna. I wanted mature trees and enough room to continue my Nebraska gardening addiction.
We both found what we wanted in a corner lot in Rio Rancho that has
nine mature trees, forsythia, wisteria, roses and a resident skunk. (The
skunk wasn’t part of the plan and eats a lot of grasshoppers and crickets.)
I anticipated a longer growing season, perennials that don’t winter-kill
and roses and zinnias that don’t get powdery mildew, black spot or rust. I
knew it would be so easy to garden in the milder climate of central New
Mexico. Basically, I wanted to re-create my Nebraska garden in a high
desert climate. Are you laughing at me yet? I moved here from an area
that averages 25 inches of rain annually and has rich, dark, organic topsoil. I really didn’t know what I was getting into.
Here are some things that would have saved me hours of gardening frustration if I had known about them to begin with.
Soil
First, soil: Rio Rancho is sandy. Really, really sandy. If you live in other locations in the area you might have better soil,
but I have sandy clay. However, this is not an impossible gardening situation.
I have learned to amend, amend and amend the soil by adding organic material (usually compost, either home-grown
or commercial) to everything I put in the ground (with some exceptions, such as cacti and other naturally-occurring desert plants).
It also means continuing to amend the soil after plants are established. Adding organic material such as shredded wood
or compost improves the chemistry of your soil and helps it retain water. Also, if (like me) you have rock and plastic
sheeting surrounding your plants, consider removing it at least to the drip line and even beyond.
Using these fairly simple steps, I have been able to drastically improve the condition of all the plants in my yard.
Sunshine
Second, sunlight: In the beginning, I lost numerous plants due to “sunburn.” Be aware when purchasing new plants
that the words “full sun” on the tag may not mean “full New Mexico sun.”
New plantings may need protection from the extremely intense sun until they become established, and afterwards they
may still need to have some shade for part of the day.
(continued)
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What gardeners need to know about RR
(continued)
Irrigation
Third: I have learned that watering is an art. Some plants need water daily, some need weekly, and some can get by
with twice-a-month or only monthly water.
I have killed numerous plants with kindness; i.e., over-watering.
You can use the “finger test” to confirm that the soil is indeed dry around your plants by sticking a finger into the soil to
feel for dampness. If the soil is moist, it might not be necessary to water at that time — check again in several hours to
see how the soil feels.
I have made this easier by grouping plants with similar water and light requirements together (a “zonal” approach). I
also harvest the runoff from my swamp cooler by catching it in a rain barrel, which meets part of my watering needs.
Plants
Finally: Here is a partial list of “easy” plants that I have grown successfully: pincushion flower, sedum, agastache
(hyssop), red and yellow yarrow, echinacea (coneflower), lavender, and Mexican evening primrose. New Mexico sunflower is also a good choice, but be careful ... if you give it much water it will attempt a total yard takeover.
Learning more
If you enjoy gardening and want to learn more about a variety of topics, consider becoming a Sandoval County Master
Gardener. You can find information about the process at aces.nmsu.edu (or click here). If you don’t have time for that,
you can still find a wealth of free information (mulch, composting, recommendations for hardy water-wise plants, harvesting rainwater and many more topics) at the same site.
Having become a master gardener, I feel equipped to take on the spring wind, the summer heat, the sandy soil and
may move into straw-bale gardening next.
This article was previously published in the Rio Rancho Observer.

Garden Lore
~ Keep your face to the sunshine and you cannot see the shadow. It’s what the sunflowers do. Helen Keller
~ Gardening is an active participation in the deepest mysteries of the universe. Thomas Berry
~ Step into the garden, lift your face to the sun, and just breathe. It will help you to remember all that is beautiful and
right in the world. Anonymous
~ When the world wearies, and society ceases to satisfy, there is always the garden. Minnie Aumonier
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Save the date!

Annual SCMG Membership Meeting
Saturday, September 20, 2014
11:00 AM—1:00 PM
Rio West Church
- - Details will be emailed to members - -

Volunteers Needed!

for the Extension Service display at
the New Mexico State Fair (Expo New Mexico)
September 10-21, 2014
Flexible hours, fare reimbursed
Help set up and/or tend the exhibit

Call the Extension Office 867-2582

Corrales Harvest Festival
September 27-28

"....join our two day community celebration.."

2014 SCMG Volunteer Hours Available (click here)

Veteran Master Gardeners!
Have you covered the telephone hotline?
The Extension office is experiencing an increase in the
number of hotline calls. Help is needed NOW!
Call Elizabeth to sign up - 867-2582
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2014 Sandoval County Fair
Staff

A Fair Deal
The 2014 Sandoval County Fair ran from July 28 through
August 3. If you haven’t attended our county fair in the
past, you should go next year. You’ll find friendly folks
and a beautiful location, without the crowds at the state
fair.
The Sandoval County Fairgrounds are located near Cuba,
about an hour’s drive west on NM 550 from Bernalillo.
Here are a few photos taken at the fair Friday, August 1.

Proud teens show their animals in the 4-H Cloverbud Lamb and Goat
Show. The County-bred Steer Show was next up.

2nd place in the youth “pig pen” crafts
competition.

The 4-H display in the exhibit hall
included lots of crafts and other
projects
4-H is the nation’s largest youth
development and empowerment
organization, reaching more than
7 million 4-H youth in urban
neighborhoods, suburban schoolyards and rural farming communities. Fueled by university-backed
curriculum, 4-H'ers engage in
hands-on learning activities in the
areas of science, healthy living,
and food security.
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2014 Sandoval County Fair
(continued)
Enjoy these other county fair photos of crafts, vegetables, baking, food preservation, and even a demonstration of
goat milking. Master Gardeners can (and do) enter items in competitions at the fair. Next year, bring home a ribbon and make us all proud!
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Plant Identification
Dudley Vines, SCMG

In the last couple of issues, we discussed plant identification using characteristics that are unique to a specific plant
family. If we learn what to look for in common plant families, we can avoid the tedium of working our way through a
formal dichotomous key in a reference book (see the book review in the June issue). We started off deciding first
whether a plant was a monocot or a dicot to narrow our search down. Then, if it is a dicot, we looked for a compound
flower head to decide whether our plant was in the Aster family or not (see July issue). If it’s not an Aster member, we
checked Mint and Mustard family characteristics (August issue):
x The Mint Family has square stems and opposite leaves that are usually aromatic.
x The flower of Mustard Family members has 4 petals with 6 stamens - 4 tall and two short.
How about a couple more?
The Pea family has irregular flowers - meaning the petals are
not all the same size and shape. Some other families also have
irregular flowers, but the Pea family has distinctive banner,
wings, and keel petals. The big upper petal is the banner. The
two petals on the sides are the wings. The keel is actually two
petals fused together on the bottom. The keel of a boat is on the
bottom, right? The wings of a bird are on its sides, right?
Photo: http://www.asergeev.com/pictures/archives/compress/2009/733/03x.htm

The Parsley family has compound umbrels. Remember umbrels? From Master Gardener classes? The umbrel figure below
is from the Botany section of your Master Gardener manual.

So in a compound umbrel each branch of the umbrel will branch
out again, with a flower at the tip.
Photo: http://www.floralencounters.com/Seeds/seed_detail.jsp?productid=92660

Now you have yet two more quick clues to look for when trying to identify a plant. These will help you direct your
search to the right plant family, at least. Keep in mind you will still need a good field guide to pinpoint the identification
of the plant. Some of the field guides used at the 2014 MG conference in Los Alamos were: Plants of the Rocky Mountains (Lone Pine Field Guide), Flowering Plants of New Mexico (by Ivey), and Flora Neomexicana (by Allred and Ivey).
Some of these books are expensive, but references and field guides may be available in public libraries as well as in the
SCMG library.
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SCMG Garden Party

Sue Trevor, SCMG and Charlene Spiegel, SCMG
SCMG has allowed Master Gardeners to open
their own private gardens for viewing by other
SCMG’s – along with their family and friends - in
a social, garden party environment. The board
has approved this project for volunteer credit
hours. Imagine – credit hours for having a party!
Last year, Sue Trevor did a very spur of the moment event like this, and we had so much FUN!
So Sue decided to chair this new project, along
with fellow Master Gardeners, Charlene Spiegel
and Darlene Bassett.
For those of us who love the Corrales Garden
Tour, but feel that our own gardens are just not
quite up to par with Sunset Magazine covers, this
project is for YOU! Many of us devote a lot of
time and energy to our gardens and are proud of
our work – wouldn’t it be great to share with
others who have the same love and appreciation
for gardening? And isn’t that how we learn and
get ideas for our own gardens?
Are you proud of your fruits and veggies? Flowers? Shrubs? Landscape design? Do you have a
unique solution to a gardening challenge? Is
there something about your garden that is special to you that you would like to share? Then
volunteer your garden to be a part of this exciting new project! With the project team’s party
planning experience and garden expertise, they
will make it easy for you! These events are custom tailored to your property and requests.
(continued)
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SCMG Garden Party

Two Garden Parties have already been featured: one on August 2,
2014, at Lifetime MG Darlene Chandler Bassett and her husband
Steve’s property in Placitas; and the other on August 8, 2014, at Mary
and Jim Vesely’s property in Corrales.
Darlene and Steve’s property (Rancho El Raso) featured 9 acres of Placitas terrain with multiple micro-climates. Steve and Darlene (along
with volunteer Keith Lewis) personally directed guest tours in groups of
up to 10 people through an extraordinary journey of their personal
vision of landscape and gardens – after which inspired guests enjoyed
refreshments, appetizers, and socializing with other Master Gardeners
and their friends and family.
Mary and Jim Vesely’s property in Corrales – vastly different from the
Placitas micro-climates – featured an acre of park-like lawns with 100year old Cottonwoods and a variety of flower and vegetable gardens
that delighted the senses. A light summer buffet and refreshments –
provided by both the hosts and attendees – was enjoyed by all!
Volunteers for this project are being solicited! If you would like to be
involved in Set-up, Clean-up, Refreshments, Registration, or Decorating
on a regular basis, please contact one of the Project Chairs listed below. Details of upcoming events will be posted via email to all MG’s.
If you are interested in volunteering your garden – or would like to participate as a volunteer for this project – please
contact Sue Trevor or Charlene Spiegel (see your SCMG roster, or email scmgnewsletter@gmail.com).
Let’s have a Garden Party!!

~ If I could only grow green stuff in my garden like I can in my refrigerator.
~ Gardening requires a lot of water - most of it in the form of perspiration.

Categories were Agriculture, Arts & Crafts, Photography

MASTER GARDENER

DESCRIPTION

Therese Barts—SCMG 2000
High Point Winner
Agriculture
Sandoval County Fair 2014

Snow Peas
Eggplant
Biggest Bell Pepper
Snap Beans
Indigo Rose Tomato
Red Chile Pepper
Green Chile Pepper
Miniature Rose
Hybrid Tropicana Rose
Single Cosmos

1st
1st
1st
1st
1st
3rd
2nd
1st
1st
2nd

Gene Dunne—SCMG 2010

Challenger Peaches
Saturn White Peaches
Sun Gold Cherry Tomatoes

1st
2nd
2nd

Martha Mann—SCMG 2002

Ceramic Snail with Wire
Komodo Dragon Photography on Canvas
Mother & Baby Elephant Photography
Lion, Kenya Photography
Indonesia Cecer Village Warriors
Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe
Road Not Taken Oil on Masonite
Needlepoint
Jam—Green Chile with Pineapple
Clementine Marmalade
Serville Orange Marmalade
Dill Pickles with Garlic & Vegetables

1st
2nd
1st
3rd
1st
4th
1st
1st
1st
2nd
3rd
1st

Mike Maurer —SCMG 2010

Yellow Onions
Green Chilie Peppers
Early Jalapenos
Gypsy Sweet Pepper
Artesian Blush Tomato

1st
1st
2nd
1st
1st

David Pojmann—SCMG 2013

Better Boy Tomatoes
Summer Yellow Squash

1st
1st

SCMG—Bernalillo
Japanese Eggplant
Community Garden
Sunflower—Large Head
Maintained by JoAnn Beuerle, Sunflowers—Cluster
Nancy Bresenham, Kathy Carr,
Sandy Liakus, Mike and Sandy Stoy,

PLACING

2nd
1st
1st
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Congratulations are in Order
Staff

If you look at the previous page, you’ll see that
SCMGs Therese Barts (left) and Martha Mann
(below) picked up a whole lot of ribbons at the
fair!
Martha worked at the fair the entire week, and
judged the 4-H baking competition. See
Lynda’s column for more information about
Martha.
Therese (left) is a Life Member of SCMG. She
kindly contributes newsletter articles from time
to time to share her gardening advice and experiences. Therese gives a Gardening With the
Masters presentation on tomatoes each spring.
SCMG is proud of all our County Fair participants!
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To register to help please contact Keep Rio Rancho Beautiful at 505-896-8729 or by e-mail
at klowry@ci.rio-rancho.nm.us
Saturday, Sept. 13, from 8 a.m. to noon, residents of Rio Rancho can dispose of waste for free at
the Waste Management landfill located in Rio Rancho. Proof of city residency will be required.
Refrigerators with Freon (must have certificate if Freon was removed), liquids, paints, batteries,
hazardous materials, explosives, and medical and radioactive wastes will not be accepted.
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Piñon Bark Beetle Outbreak in Placitas
Sandy Liakus, SCMG
I have spotted many dead and dying pinyon pines along Camino Barranca in Placitas since coming back from vacation a
couple of weekends ago, including the sudden decline of one of my 20-year old piñon trees. Yellow tinged needles
were scattered all over the tree among green needles. I shook a branch and many needles came off. I was in shock. I
remember this tree looking green and supple prior to leaving on vacation. My gut reaction after noticing the decline
was that I needed to water in a desperate attempt to save the tree. This, despite the drenching rains received just before leaving on vacation in early August. I dug down into the soil and it was dry to at least 8 inches. I pulled the hose
out and started a deep soaking process beyond the drip line of the tree.
Two days later I received a couple of Home Visit requests from the County Extension Office each from different
neighborhoods in west Placitas. One was for a pine tree wind break with 6-7 pinyon pines of about 15 years. The
home owner just noticed a foliage change (dusky or olive green needles on the crown of 5 of their pinyon pines) right
after returning from a one week vacation in mid-August. The other was from a home owner that I visited early in August to investigate a large beautiful pinyon that just started to show changing foliage color. Without finding any obvious signs of trunk insect boring, the assumption was that the tree would benefit long term from some deep watering.
The home owner watered the tree deeply off and on during the next two weeks. This proved not to help. When I
returned to view the tree, the foliage had dramatically changed to a reddish-yellow hue all over.
It appears that an outbreak of the pinyon bark beetle (lps confusus species hosted by pinyon pines) may be on our
hands in west Placitas. Bark beetles invade the tree through the bark to mate and then tunnel through the cambium to
lay eggs in galleries. In the process the tree is killed by girdling or blocking the phloem to the upper parts of the tree.
The tree girdling process can be hastened by the growth of the blue stain fungi associated with the beetle. The tiny
1/8”- 3/8” long reddish brown – black bark beetle has a special head structure that contains spores of the blue stain
fungi that retards the flow of pitch making for easier entry into the bark.
Initially I could not see the common exterior signs of dime size brown pitch tubes in the deeply fissured bark on the
trunk of the tree. There was no evidence of sawdust on the ground or on limb junctions, or obvious boring holes in the
trunk. I contacted NMSU entomologist Dr. Carol Southerland to obtain more information on sampling of the tree for
confirmation of the infestation. Sadly, but rationally, it involves the decision to remove and hygienically dispose of the
pine tree cuttings to minimize the potential of attack on neighboring pinyon trees. Dr. Southerland advised that a trunk
cross section of at least 2 inches in thickness is the best way to sample and look for signs of the blue stain fungi spread
that comes with inoculation by the bark beetle and/ or larval galleries in the cambium along the periphery of the sample
where the bark is removed.

Piñon exhibiting changing foliage color.

Evidence of Blue Stain Fungi on Piñon limb
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Piñon Bark Beetle Outbreak in Placitas
(continued)
I did finally detect what I believe to be signs of the lps bark beetle infestation in my tree in a small limb coming out of
the lower trunk of my pinyon. I spotted some very small brown pitch tubes along this branch. Cross sections of this
branch show what I believe to be the tell tale blue stain fungi (see photo of the branch cross section). Tomorrow my
pinyon tree comes down, and I will collect some trunk cross sections.
Different species of bark beetles can attack and infest other host pine trees. The same detection, removal and preventative measures apply to these conifer bark beetle infestations. We all know that consistent deep watering practices
help to prevent an invasion by keeping the pitch running to push out the invader. In an outbreak of mountain bark
beetle even apparently healthy trees can be attacked and killed.

Fundraising News
Gretchen Neiman, SCMG, Fundraising Committee Chair
You can help! The Fundraising Committee is calling on all SCMG and their families to help
recycle all aluminum cans to help raise money for the SCMG. Please save all your cans,
rinsed and crushed and stored in clean plastic bags from July through September. We will
have members of the Fundraising Committee and other willing volunteers ready to receive
tons of cans on Saturday, October 4th, from 8-11 AM.

Donations Sought
Keith Lewis, SCMG, Asst. Newsletter Editor, Board Member
The Galloping Grace Youth Ranch is a hands on farming organization that allows teens and young adults to care for and
maintain the environments for all manner of animals, goats, chickens horses, ponies, mini horses and pigs. They are
working with master gardener and board member Keith Lewis in creating a hydroponic garden. Keith is looking for donations of fish or water based plants at any stage to help create the ecosystem. He will travel to the ends of the earth
[as long as it is in New Mexico] to pick up the donations and will even wade into muck and mire to retrieve it. To reach
Keith, check your SCMG membership roster or email scmgnewsletter@gmail.com.

~ Any fool can critcize, condemn and complain - and most fools do.
~ One today is worth two tomorrows.
~ No man ever was glorious, who was not laborious.
~ Either write things worth reading or do things worth the writing.
~ He that falls in love with himself will have no rivals.
~ You may delay, but time will not, and lost time is never found again.
~ The doors of wisdom are never shut.
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2014 Volunteer Hours Still Available!
Therese Barts, SCMG
Volunteer Hour Reports were due by August 31! Hours you anticipate volunteering during September CAN BE INCLUDED as an addendum by Wednesday, September 3, in your hours report. There are two wonderful events to earn
12 hours or more at the Corrales Harvest Festival on Saturday and Sunday, September 27 and 28.
The SCMG will have an informational table at the village near the town office buildings. This table will be very much like
the table at the Corrales Grower's Market. You may answer gardening questions, you may talk about the Master Gardener program and solicit new interns. If you are interested in a 2-4 hour shift from 9AM-5PM please contact Cathy Elliott or Gretchen Neiman (see your SCMG roster, or email scmgnewsletter@gmail.com) with your preferences.
During the Corrales Harvest Festival, there is a free open house at the Casa San Ysidro, the Corrales acclaimed Spanish
colonial museum. The SCMG has traditionally distributed garlic and hollyhock growing kits to the children visiting the
museum during the festival from 10 am to 4 pm on both Saturday and Sunday. Besides that we will have heritage apples and maybe heritage peaches for the public to sample. Of course there are always gardening questions that come
forth when folks see the SCMG banner. The days are split into three two hour shifts from 10 am to noon, noon to 2
pm, and 2 pm to 4 pm. Come and enjoy the fun at the Casa and earn volunteer hours besides for at least one shift.
Please contact Therese Barts (see your SCMG roster or email scmgnewsletter@gmail.com) to pick your shift(s).
Thanks a million and HAPPY VOLUNTEERING!

Late Summer Veggie News
Therese Barts, SCMG
Once again my best tomato producers are Celebrities. They are just laden with
fruit. I tried two grafted plants this year, a big beef and an indigo rose. The big
beef grafted plant has recouped very gracefully from the red plastic sleeve mentioned in an earlier SCMG newsletter. The indigo rose graft has not responded
well, but the plant from seed is just loaded with dark purple orbs. I find it's tricky
to know when the latter are ripe because they never are really green, so I have
to fondle them from time to time to make sure the are getting somewhat softer
and ready to harvest. My other observation is that my tomato plants in full sun
have done better than those in partial shade. That is de rigueur for the indigo
rose tomatoes, the more sun, the better. Maybe because of the compost and
fertilizing regimen I use, most of my plants are very bushy and tend to shade the
ripening fruit themselves.
I also want to mention the bumper crop of very tasty white half runner mountaineer heirloom string beans. The packet says they may be grown on a trellis or as
a bush bean. Ha ha. My vines are 6 or 7 feet tall already and my freezer is bursting!
And to wrap up these ramblings, I entered 11 veggies and flowers that looked
decent in the Sandoval County Fair this year. Each entry won a ribbon plus a fancy, splendorous ribbon labeled "High
Point!" My motivation is to present interesting and varied displays for the fair attendees to view. The only reason I
garnered all these ribbons is because of the measly, few entries in the agricultural categories for the fair. So, I end
with a challenge to YOU, my fellow Master Gardeners, to get some of your prize veggies and fruits and flora in to the
Extension Office a few days before the fair so that in ensuing years we have a nice, friendly competition going resulting
in improved exhibits for the fair goers! There is also lots of room for culinary arts and a variety of crafts. too. Watch
for a reminder in the July 2015 Newsletter!!!!
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Board Notes
Staff
At
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x

the August 19 meeting, the SCMG Board:
received and discussed the Treasurer’s Report
received and discussed the Extension Agent Report
was reminded that 2014 Volunteer Time Sheets are due August 31st
discussed the 2014 Intern Graduation/ Badges for Interns
discussed the digital logo artwork request and the new web site launch
was presented with the 2015 Slate of Nominees for the election to be held at the Annual Meeting
discussed quiz requirements for 2015, and other Intern business
was updated on 2015 Training Class applications, etc.
heard a new proposal for SCMG fund raising
watched a demonstration by the webmaster of the new SCMG website
heard a report from the Publicity Committee
heard a report from the Fund Raising Committee
heard a report about the Annual Meeting to be held September 20, 2014
received and discussed the following Project Reports:
1. Corrales Garden Tour Re-Cap
2. Corrales Growers Market
3. Corrales Harvest Festival

Minutes of SCMG Board meetings are emailed to all members following approval of the minutes by the Board. Members
are encouraged to review the meeting minutes in order to be aware of the details of SCMG business.

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS FOR INTREPID CORRESPONDENTS
The newsletter is always looking for people interested in
writing a column or article. If you are knowledgeable about
any topic of interest to Master Gardeners, consider sharing your
expertise, enthusiasm, and experience with the rest of us.
x A recurring column on a subject—such as roses, irrigation, or organic gardening.
x A special report on an event, such as a gardening conference (take some photos!) or an SCMG advanced workshop.
x A humorous story, such as the travails of a newcomer learning to garden in the
desert. Or how you decided to accept weeds as “wildflowers” rather than just
acknowledging defeat.
x A recipe using those herbs and/or vegetables from your garden.
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BERNALILLOFARMERS’MARKETGROWINGFAST

Sandoval Signpost Staff

Regular customers and new shoppers appeared early on a recent Friday to
inspect the produce and other goodies at the Bernalillo Farmers’ Market.
Despite the number of crops not quite ready for harvest, onions, garlic, and
greenhouse potatoes decorated vendors’ tables with the promise of increasing
variety, as well as crowds, in coming weeks.
The Bernalillo market reflects two major changes this year. While the hours
remain 4:00 to 7:00 p.m., the market has grown from Fridays to include Tuesdays—through October. Scott Pino of Zia Pueblo is now the market manager.
“It’s been fun,” Pino told the Signpost. “It’s been good-quality conversations
with vendors and customers. It’s a fun place to hang out… Newcomers to the
state are made to feel at home. It’s a nice New Mexico welcome.”
By the end of July, or the first week of August, there will be a lot more produce, health products, cheeses, and other items for sale, Pino added. The
market accepts WIC Farmers Market Nutrition Program checks and will begin
accepting EBT cards in August, he said.
The New Mexico Farmers’ Market Association reports there are more than
sixty markets like Bernalillo’s around the state. While some smaller growers
only come to Bernalillo, others make the rounds.
“I do three other markets,” Russell Trujillo of Corrales Classic Farms said referring to the Corrales and Albuquerque Downtown and Northeast. “If you
play it right, it’s a good income.”
Trujillo considers his acre under production in Corrales a big garden rather
than a small farm and this week was offering garlic, onions, tomatoes, with
other produce still to come. The veteran of the Bernalillo Market remembers larger crowds in years past.
“This was a pretty booming place back then,” he said. “I just hope ol’ Scott can get it going.”
Pino, however, isn’t just a market manager. At Zia Pueblo he works to expand farming for both outside sales and tribal members’
tables under the unwieldy title of Sustainable Agriculture, Farmers Market, and Grower Cooperative Program project manager.
His job includes working with farmers, improving soils in the fields and distributing dozens of raised gardening beds to families. He’s
also trying to diversify crops and diets by adding chard, kale, carrots, and máche, a member of the lettuce family.
“It’s expanding our traditional agriculture, going outside corn and chile, which in turn has health benefits and adds to income,” Pino
said. “It’s for the benefit of the community. That’s how we try to operate.”
More Zia growers are expected to join the Bernalillo market, and Pino has begun advertising to attract more customers. On its best
day last year, the market drew more than two hundred shoppers who browsed the tables of 52 vendors and a few educational
groups.
The Master Gardeners of Sandoval County are already active this year with volunteers Margaret Vedeler and Carol Groppel available
to answer gardeners’ questions or help them get the answers they need through the Sandoval County Extension Service.
“We plan to be here every week if enough members volunteer,” Vedeler said. She and Groppel are applying their skills not to farming, but to the xeriscape landscaping at their Rio Rancho homes.
Even before Pino’s arrival, the Bernalillo market held a strong connection to Zia Pueblo, which owns the 19-acre property on Camino
del Pueblo just south of Our Lady of Sorrows Catholic Church where the Market is held. Zia purchased the property years ago for
future commercial development and has been managing the Market since last year.
The pueblo also bought land in San Ysidro, where a new regional farmers’ market is scheduled to be open on Sundays from 10:00
a.m. to 1:00 p.m., beginning August 17. Vendors interested in the San Ysidro Market can contact Pino at 553-3290.
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