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I just read in the Albuquerque Journal today that
the Rio Grande river flow
will begin drying up in early
July through our Bosque area
as water in upstream dams
begins drying out. This will
create the lowest drop in
the Rio Grande this summer
since the 1980s by the Journal estimate, if the state does
not get significant monsoon
rains in July and August. That
combined with a significantly
higher population in our two
county urban regions since
the 1980’s will create a significant demand on our
ground water resources. The
Journal article stated that
according to an environmental monitoring program at
the Bosque School in Albu-

querque, data shows that
Cottonwoods are already
losing their leaves. This
should come as no surprise
to observant Sandoval County Master Gardeners. Most
of our Hotline call issues are
related to the current
drought. Our residents are
hungry for advice from both
the County Extension Service and Master Gardeners
on how to protect their livestock, crops, trees and gardens. They want to know
the priorities on watering
their living investments while
conserving our ground water
resources. Please do your
part to volunteer for our
Hotline projects to help
guide our residents in the
wise use of water and mulch-

ing. Some members of our
organization are forming a
working group to obtain
additional guidance from
NMSU and Extension Service
professionals to help Master
Gardeners train county residents on water priorities
during this severe drought.
More information will come
out in the next few weeks
on this. Even if the upcoming
monsoon rains prove to be
generous, the best preparation for New Mexico gardeners and farmers is to
prepare for the next drought
season.
Sandy Liakus,
SCMG Coordinator

Water Resources for Our Thirsty State
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We know that as Master
Gardeners, we are sometimes the first contact our
neighbors make for advice
on their trees, gardens and
crops. As Sandy wrote in her
greeting, the drought is having a wide-ranging impact on
our local environment.
The resources listed here
are just a small selection of
what is available on the subjects of water and drought;
many more can be found.
The links below will give

you some help in answering
questions you receive on the
Hotlines, at Growers’ Markets and Plant Clinics.
NMSU Drought Publication Listing
http://aces.nmsu.edu/pubs/
_drought/
NMSU Water Publication Listing
http://aces.nmsu.edu/pubs/
_water/

NM Water Resources Research Institute
http://wrri.nmsu.edu/
NM Governor's Drought
Task Force
http://
www.nmdrought.state.nm.us/
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Landscape Water Conservation by Curtis W. Smith

College of
Agriculture,
Consumer
and Environmental Sciences
Guide H-707
Curtis W. Smith
Extension Horticulture Specialist
http://
aces.nmsu.edu/pubs/
_h/h-707.html

A surprising amount of
water is used in the home
landscape. Studies have shown
that as much as 70 percent of
water from a municipal water
system can be attributed to
residential use. In addition to
municipal water sources, a
percentage of water from
private sources or wells also
goes to residential use. Of
water used at homes, almost
half is used to maintain the
landscape.
The problem is that while
we live in New Mexico, we
have traditionally landscaped
with plants native to England,
Japan, the East Coast of the
United States, and other regions with much higher precipitation. To successfully
grow these plants, we must
supplement the natural precipitation with our limited
surface and groundwater. The
use of plants with high water
demands is not our only landscaping option; fortunately,
neither is removing plants

from the landscape.
Our landscapes may
remain beautiful and productive if we use water efficiently and if we use landscape plants that require
less water. A secondary
benefit is that plants with
low water requirements are
frequently adapted to the
alkaline soils characteristic
of New Mexico and other
dry regions. Landscapes
using these water-efficient
plants are often called xeriscapes.
The concept of xeriscape was developed in
Denver, Colorado, in response to water shortages.
"Xeros" is a Greek word
that means "dry." Xeriscape
refers to a landscape that
uses little supplemental water. It does not refer to a
dry, barren landscape, nor is
a xeriscape a "no maintenance" landscape. Like traditional landscapes, a xeriscape may be designed to

minimize labor or to require
frequent care. Many people
appreciate beautiful landscapes, but have limited
time to spend tending a
garden. By using plants that
are well adapted, mulches
that suppress weeds and
conserve water, and drip
irrigation to make the most
use of water, these landscapes can have color and
fragrance with only monthly
or seasonal gardening
chores. Gardeners who like
to spend time in the garden
can design a xeriscape to be
as labor intensive as a highly
maintained traditional garden, but use much less water. There is a xeriscape for
every gardener.
Read full article.
Plant selection resource:
Low Water-Use Landscape
Plants for the Southwest

Rose Notes from Maryellen Sherman, MG
Hello fellow gardeners:
How is your garden
growing? Many of my roses
are now taking a siesta due
to the heat. But, they were
so beautiful! I can’t remember having so many lovely
blooms last year.
Continue to deadhead
and to water three times a
week. Some days when the
soil seems extra dry, you
will need to hand water. If
you didn’t fertilize last
month, you want to do it
soon. We want to be all set
for the fall flush as the
weather cools a bit.
Continue to prune old
blooms past their peak to

keep the plant looking neat
and to encourage the plant
to send out new growth and
flowers. My Knockout roses
and the Golden Showers
climber continue to bloom
even in the heat.
I’ve had signs of spider
mites -- they can be conGood Earth Rose Belinda’s Dream
trolled by strong sprays of
water directed to the base
of the plant up to the underside of the leaves. If left
unchecked the insects will
defoliate and kill your rose
bush in a very short time.
Enjoy your garden and
take time to smell the roses.
Contact Maryellen Sherman

Good Earth Rose Double Knockout
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Great Things Learned While Volunteering at Plant Clinic
by an Intern volunteer at the June Plant Clinic
While volunteering at my
first plant clinic at Home Depot, I didn’t realize what was
in store for me. The clinic by
the Master Gardeners was
well organized. Pamphlets and
literature were on hand to
distribute to the general public, as usual. The people at
Home Depot were very accommodating and seemed
quite happy to have the Master Gardeners there.
I learned what fertilizers
were recommended and
what people found worked in
this area.
There were lots of questions on roses and pruning –
when and how. Demonstrations were provided so the
home gardener had a very
“hands on” experience with
what to do with their roses
when they returned home.
Very good resources were
available and reviewed with
anyone who had questions.
Volunteers brought resource
books that I had not seen
before to the clinic. I also
learned that one can go
online to different nurseries
in town to see if they have a
certain plant that you are
looking for.
Discussions were plentiful
on benefits of becoming more
Xeriscape friendly and to stop
trying to get grass to grow.
One benefit I found helpful

was having the time to look at
the various resources that the
Master Gardeners brought to
show plant pictures, look up
information on a plant or see
its hardiness for our region.
Being able to put these resources to use, see how to
use them and how userfriendly they were was a great
learning experience.
Pesticides and nonpesticide control were also
discussed and individuals were
thankful to have other control
suggestions besides chemicals.
I know that my various
lavender plants are looking
much better since the plant
clinic discussion on “The best
way to grow lavender.”
The greatest benefit was
soaking up the knowledge
from the experience of the

other Master Gardeners. The
discussions were varied in between questions, which helped
me answer some questions at
the Corrales Garden Tour.
Oh, did I mention we were
in the shade and right in the
main pathway to get the greatest exposure to the patrons of
the store. Nice touch for
Home Depot!
~~~
Now we need you to volunteer at the Santa Ana Garden Center! We need at least
one more volunteer for the
August 17 Plant Clinic and
three more volunteers for the
September 14 Plant Clinic. For
information, please contact
Maryellen Sherman.

NMSU’s Southwest Plant Selector App
To facilitate selection of
plants New Mexico State University has developed a mobile
app for use with Apple products
that links to the New Mexico
Office of the State Engineer’s
Interactive Plant List.
The app, Southwest Plant

Selector (SW Plant), is a result
of a coordinated effort between
the Office of the State Engineer
and the Center for Landscape
Water Conservation. It is the
first app of its kind to deal specifically with plants that are both
suitable to, and commercially

available in New Mexico. - See
more here. This app can be
downloaded onto your iPhone,
iPad and iPod Touch here.
Bug Note: The 5/25/2013 update,
Version 1.0.6, closes app when plant
is chosen on iPad 1 & 2.
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The Albuquerque Museum Thanks Casa San Ysidro Volunteers
Thanks to your help
nearly 400 people enjoyed
their experience at Casa San
Ysidro for this year's Heritage Day event. While our
numbers of 395 visitors may
have dipped slightly from
years past, by all accounts
the visitors that were here
were engaged and spent
quite a bit of time taking in
all of the activities.

Throughout the day we
saw many visitors, including
children, exiting with their
seed projects in hand. Casa
San Ysidro is closely tied to
the agricultural heritage of
New Mexico and your presence at such events helps to
reinforce this.
We thank all of your
knowledgeable and friendly
volunteers who attended

Heritage Day. We hope you
had fun too!
Gratefully,
Carol Kennis Lopez
Site Manager
Barb Coursey
Tour Coordinator
Submitted by: Therese Barts

McLain Greenhouses 2013 Variety Introductions & Evaluation
McLain Greenhouses
invites you to their
2013
Variety Introductions &
Evaluation
Tuesday, August 20, 2013,
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Please join them to
view 2013 plant variety
introductions and over 50
container designs.
In the past, Master
Gardeners and Agents
have enjoyed this day of
beautiful container gardens, a lecture about next
year's featured plants, and
a nice lunch (provided*)

eaten in the company of
good people.
Sandoval County Master Gardeners receive 4
educational hours (plus
one hour drive time) for a
maximum of 5 hours, if
they attend this field day in
Estancia.

miles to Estancia. At the
south edge of Estancia,
turn west (right) onto
State Highway 55. Proceed
on Hwy 55 one mile, turn
left into McLain Greenhouses parking lot.

Location:
970 State Highway 55
Estancia, NM 87016
(505) 384-2725

Please, when you RSVP,
identify yourself as a Sandoval County Master Gardener.

Directions:
Take I-40 east to Exit 196
in Moriarty. Turn right
onto State Highway 41.
Take Hwy 41 south, 17

RSVP – (505) 384-2725
Or
Email them

*Lunch will be served.

mmclain@mclaingreenhouses.com

"Permaculture Workshop" with Michael Crofoot—July 18th
The postponed
"Permaculture Workshop"
with local biologist and presenter Michael Crowfoot
will be held Thursday, July

18, 9:30 a.m. at the Extension Office Hearing Room.
Michael's presentation
will primarily focus on the
microorganism process of

good soil development. He
will touch on aspects of
permaculture in his presentation and follow-up Q&A.

Gardening with the Masters—"Growing Figs"—August 6
Although Gardening with
the Masters doesn’t offer a
presentation in the month
of July, you won’t want to
miss the August lecture,

“Growing Figs,” with wellknown, local fig expert,
Lloyd Kreitzer (aka Mr. Fig).
Location and time:
Meadowlark Senior Center,

4330 Meadowlark Lane, SE,
Rio Rancho, NM, 7:15 p.m. 8:45 p.m. Free Admission.
Contact John Zarola.

July 2013
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SCMG Seeks Nominees for September Board Election
The SCMG Nominating
Committee is actively soliciting nominees to fill several
upcoming Board member
vacancies. A slate of nominees will be presented for
approval to the Board of
Directors at the July 16
meeting. Candidates will be
elected from the ballot at
the Annual Meeting on September 28, 2013. All active
Veterans in good standing
and Interns who meet all
graduation requirements by
end of September 2013 are
qualified to be a nominee
for any open position.
SCMG Board positions

open starting October 1
are:
 Coordinator –
one-year term
 Assistant Coordinator –
one-year term
 Secretary –
two-year term
 Member-At-Large –
two year term
If you would like to
serve on the Sandoval Master Gardeners Board of
Directors and use your
leadership skills to support
the future of the organization, please contact Amy
Upperman, Nominating

Committee Chair, by Thursday, July 11.
For more information
about the structure of
SCMG, you may refer to the
SCMG By-Laws and SCMG
Policies documents on our
website.
We look forward to
hearing from you by July 11,
2013.
Contact: Amy Upperman
SCMG Nominating Committee Chair

SCMG Historian Needed
Cathryne Richards, our
current SCMG Historian, is
moving to Colorado, so we
are seeking a creative person who likes photography
and/or scrapbooking. The
Historian can create a committee to work with or
work alone. This lead shutterbug is needed to take
photos at all SCMG training
classes and volunteer programs from throughout the

year. (This is where a committee of photographers
would be come in handy.)
Each year, the Historian
compiles an incredible photo album that showcases
SCMG’s volunteer activities,
events and programs. This
resource is used to demonstrate to SCMG funders the
value and effectiveness of
our mission. It’s also great
to have the photo album, so

that we can remember all
the fun we’ve had.
Bring your creative and
digital photographer skills to
the work of collecting memories.
Please contact:
Cathryne Richards.

HOMEscapes Solutions — Hurry, Seats Filling Fast
This very popular course in
basic landscape design still has a
few seats open. And there is a
scholarship available for one
lucky student.

The class meets one evening a week for seven weeks in
Placitas. The cost is $60 for
materials, class presentations
and home study groups.

To request a detailed outline of the course of study,
please contact Cathryne Richards.

citizens of a safe supply of
drinking water. Maintaining a
sustainable supply is not a
function of hoarding or impounding but of generosity,
sharing the landscape with
other living things. Like so

many biological resources,
clean water depends upon an
intricate living network, constantly cycling and recycling
water through the ecosystem.

Water in the Desert
As more of the world’s fresh
water is depleted and polluted, access to water will become as urgent and politically
critical an issue as oil is today.
Currently, few, if any, of the
world’s cities can assure their

Ben Haggard, Living Community, A Permaculture Case Study at Sol y Sambra, 1993
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Sun

Telephone
Hotline
hours

Mon

1

Tue

2

Wed

Thu

Fri

3

4

5

6

10

11

12

13

Seed2Need

9am -12pm and
1 - 4pm
Monday-Friday
at the Casita

7

Corrales Growers’
Market Opens
9am—12pm
(earlier & later for
volunteers.)

14

Corrales Growers’
Market Opens
9am—12pm
(earlier & later for
volunteers.)

21

Corrales Growers’
Market Opens
9am—12pm
(earlier & later for
volunteers.)

28

Corrales Growers’
Market Opens
9am—12pm
(earlier & later for
volunteers.)

8

15

22

29

9
Seed2Need

DeLavy House
Maintenance
——
Corrales Town
Hall Gardens

16

17

Seed2Need
——
SCMG
Board Meeting
2:00-4:00pm
Extension Office

Corrales Town
Hall Gardens

23

24

Seed2Need

Corrales Town
Hall Gardens

30

31

Seed2Need

Sat

Corrales Town
Hall Gardens

Meadowlark Rose
Garden
——
Seed2Need

18 Rio Rancho

Seed2Need

19

Water-Wise Garden
——
Meadowlark Rose
Garden
——
Permaculture
Workshop, 9:30am
——
Seed2Need

25

Meadowlark Rose
Garden
——
Seed2Need

Plant Clinic Home Depot
on NM 550
10:00am - 2:00pm
——
Seed2Need

20
Seed2Need

26

27
Seed2Need

Sandoval County Master Gardener Events & Volunteer Opportunities
COOPERATIVE
EXTENSION
SERVICE

No Gardening with the Masters in July and September
July 18

Permaculture Workshop with Michael Crofoot
9:30 a.m. at the Extension Office
Michael's presentation will primarily focus on the microorganism process of
good soil development. He will touch on aspects of permaculture in his
presentation and follow-up Q&A.

August 2-4

Sandoval County Fair
Events begin July 29. Please view the Sandoval County Fair schedule.
http://sandovalfair.org/schedule.html
Sandoval County Fairgrounds, Cuba, NM

August 3

4-H Jr. Livestock Auction—1:00 p.m.
Sandoval County Fairgrounds, Leeson Arena in Cuba

August 6

Gardening with the Masters
"Growing Figs" Speaker: Lloyd Kreitzer ( Mr. Fig )
Meadowlark Senior Center, 4330 Meadowlark Lane, SE, Rio Rancho, NM
7:15 p.m. - 8:45 p.m. Free – Offered by the NMSU SCMG
Contact John Zarola

SANDOVAL COUNTY
EXTENSION
SERVICE

P.O. Box 400
Bernalillo, N.M. 87004
Phone: 505-867-2582
E-mail: sandoval@nmsu.edu
Web: sandovalmastergardeners.org

WEEKLY

SCMG Newsletter
Submissions

Sunday

Corrales Growers’ Market—500 Jones Rd., Corrales
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Contact: Polly Garner

Tuesday

Seed2Need — Early morning - View online Schedule.

Wednesday
mornings

Corrales Town Hall Gardens—4324 Corrales Road, Corrales, NM
Contact Judy Jacobs for exact hours.

1st & 3rd
Thursday

Rio Rancho Water-Wise Garden—950 Pinetree Rd., Rio Rancho
9:00 - 11:00 a.m.
Contact: Sue Trevor

Thursday

Meadowlark Rose Garden - call for hours
Meadowlark Senior Center, 4330 Meadowlark Lane, SE, Rio Rancho
Contact: Carol Marr

Deadline:
20th of each month
Please submit news, articles,
events and photographs to:
Amy Upperman

Seed2Need — Early evening - View online Schedule.
Saturday

Seed2Need — Early morning - View online Schedule.
MONTHLY

July 10

DeLavy House Garden Maintenance
Sandoval County Historical Society, Edmund Rd., Bernalillo
1st Wednesday of each month. Call for hours.
Contact: Charlotte Wilson

July 16

SCMG Board Meeting—Extension Office Meeting Room
Tuesday, 2:00 – 4:00 p.m.

