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November is a time for a 
little introspection.   We are 

thankful not only for the 

produce we harvested this 
year, but also for our edu-

cation and ability as Master 
Gardeners to assist and to 

provide to county residents 
through our volunteer pro-

jects.    We are the envy of 

the surrounding county 
Master Gardener organiza-

tions in having such a 
unique and diverse set of 

volunteer projects to offer 

our members and the pub-
lic.    These projects range 

from small special need gar-
dens to large community 

service endeavors such as 

the Tree Stewards and the 
Seed2Need gardens.   We 

have well tended demon-
stration gardens around the 

county, and our school age 
horticulture programs are 

expanding.  We are the only 

Master Gardener organiza-
tion with a Homescapes 

Solutions landscape class, 
and we have Master Gar-

deners developing a new 

Sandoval Seed Library.  We 
have an organization that 

allows for member creativity 
to start, grow and evolve 

projects to meet the needs 

of the public.   More impor-
tantly we have Master Gar-

deners and other public vol-
unteers who are willing and 

able to devote their time 
and energy to the success 

of these projects in so many 

ways.   For this we should 
all be thankful. 

 
Sandy Liakus 

Coordinator SCMG 
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FROM LYNDA’S DESK 
 
 Happy Thanksgiving to all.  I am thankful for all you do for extension and your com-

munities.  All the speakers for the 2014 Master Gardener Training have been con-
firmed. To all of you who submitted ideas for advanced classes and workshop, I appre-

ciate your input.  I am developing the advance class schedule.  Over the next 2 

months I will be compiling lists of agriculture producers, plant nursery, small scale 
vegetable and fruit growers to form grower groups and advisory committees.  If you 

are, want to be, or know of contacts in the county affiliated with growing, marketing, 
or buying fresh or processed local produce or plant stock please let me know.  

 

Be well, Lynda 
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ROSE NOTES  

FROM MARYELLEN SHERMAN, MG  
 

Hello fellow gardeners. These are notes for November and 
December as we put our roses to sleep for 2013. 

My roses are still blooming and still making buds but I am 

not feeding them or deadheading them. I still water every 
week because it’s warm in my yard.  If it’s colder in your 

yard cut back on the water to once every other week or 
just lightly each week. 

 
Now is the time to apply winter protection around mid-

November. I like manure compost but there is also a prod-

uct called Ringer Lawn Restore that you can get at the 
nursery. 

 
Remember to tie up climbers and clip long canes so that 

they don’t break off in the winter winds.  Order bare root 

roses early for the best selection. Look for roses that are 
drought resistant and tolerant to cold weather. Most mail 

order nurseries know when to send plants but if not, re-
quest February delivery. 

 
You can still transplant roses, but be sure to deep water 

them and apply winter protection. 

In December water at least once a month to keep the soil 

from completely drying out.   
 

Now is the time to sit back and enjoy your flower maga-
zines. Then order roses for spring planting, and plan the 

perfect spot to show them off.  A few of the beautiful 

‘show off’ roses are Hot Cocoa, Pink Promise, and a 
fragrant shrub from David Austin is Belle Story. Don’t 

forget the rose I always recommend is Knockout! 
 

My husband and I just sold our house here in Rio Rancho 
and will soon be moving to Georgetown, TX.  I will miss all 

the friends I have made in Master Gardening and wish you 

all happy gardening. If you have any rose questions, just 
send me an email. 

MEET THE 2014 NEWSLETTER TEAM 
 
Dudley Vines and Keith Lewis have volunteered to publish the SCMG newsletter for the next year, with Stephanie 

Barger on the team.  The new team promises to work hard to continue publishing an informative and useful newslet-
ter that keeps us all in touch with what’s happening in SCMG.   

 
We have set up a special email address for the newsletter and encourage everyone to submit photos and ideas, or 

complete articles, for newsletter consideration.  We especially need information for the newsletter calendar feature.  

Submit your calendar information as early as possible to  scmgnewsletter@gmail.com . 

 

Dudley Vines (L) and Keith Lewis 
will be putting together the SCMG 
newsletter in 2014, with Stepha-
nie Barger (not pictured). 

mailto:scmgnewsletter@gmail.com
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Congratulations Master Gardeners!  You completed a grand total of 11,838 hours of volunteer time in fiscal year 

2013!  This amount includes your continuing education, service to the Sandoval County Master Gardeners, one-on-one 
assistance and community service to the residents of Sandoval County.   

 
Below is a summary of the 2013 Volunteer hours as provided by MG Kelli Ballangee from her accounting work on the 

volunteer hours submitted by you in August - end of September.      

As with last year we will submit a Big SCMG Volunteer Check to the County Commissioners in December with a total 
monetary value of our hours multiplied by the IRS minimum hourly wage for volunteers plus the estimated monetary 

value of produce grown and harvested by Master Gardeners from the  Seed2Need garden and then shipped to local 
food banks.  Perhaps we can arrive at a monetary value on the trees and greenery maintained in our parks and add it 

to our total volunteer value this year.  We want our county residents to be aware of our hard work and positive value 
that we contribute to our county communities.   

Thank you for all of your Volunteer Time in 2013.   Sandy Liakus,  Coordinator SCMG 

 

2013 SCMG Volunteer Hours 

Attention:  Active and Associate (LOA) Members of SCMG   
Your 2014 Membership Fee of $15.00 is past due now, and will be considered delinquent if not received by December 

15th. If you have not paid your fee yet, please send a check for $15.00 made out to Sandoval County Master Gardeners 
and mail to the Treasurer:  

 
 
 
Thank You! 

Sue Trevor 

4119 Lanceleaf Ct. NW  
Albuquerque, NM 87114 



 November 2013                                                                                                              Page 4 

Tree Steward training was completed on Saturday, October 19 with incredible results. Thirteen new volunteers com-
pleted the all-day event and committed to one year of park service. 

 

The morning lectures were given by certified ISA certified Arborists and Dr. Curtis Smith, Extension Horticulture Special-
ist, New Mexico State University. Dr. Smith lectured on Tree Disease and re-enforced the drought issues we are cur-

rently facing and will in all likelihood continue to face next year.  Forty-two citizens attended the morning lectures in-
cluding fourteen students and two teachers from Rio Rancho High School. 

 
With the support of the SCMG's, the Tree Steward Program was started in 2010 to provide educated volunteers for local 

public parks. 

 
Tree Stewards receive training and tools provided by certified urban forestry experts, visit their park on a regular basis, 

do light pruning, build tree wells, attend social networking events, report problems and prepare a quarterly status re-
port on trees within their Park. 

 

If you are interested in obtaining more information about the Tree Steward volunteer program, please contact: 
Jennifer Scacco at (505) 896-8389   jscacco@ci.rio-rancho.nm.us 

 
Article by Tom Neiman, SCMG and Tree Steward volunteer  

Rio Rancho Tree Steward Training Completed 

 
 

 

 

Homescapes Class 

We need a few more people to help with the registration desk on training days. It's a fun job! We meet interns and 
veterans  as they come to class and help them sign in, pick up the current test , collect and grade the tests from the 

prior week and then pass the graded tests back. Any one else out there who would like to be on the rotation please 
email Colleen Konetzni  at collyquilt@msn.com. 

2014 Training Class Volunteers Needed! 

Ina and Ray Collins gave their final HOMEscapes project presentation on 

October 10. 
 

HOMEscapes Solutions has served the community for over 10 years by 
teaching the principles of basic landscape design, providing the tools to 

plan landscapes, and the support needed to proceed with the project.   

 
HOMEscapes Solutions is a 7 week class open to Sandoval County Master 

Gardeners and Interns, and residents.  Cost is $60 for materials, class pres-
entations and home study groups.  Classes are limited to 20 people.   

mailto:jscacco@ci.rio-rancho.nm.us
mailto:collyquilt@msn.com
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Corrales Village Mercantile     
Donates Plants to the              

WaterWise Garden 

Doan Trevor, Master Gardener Sue Trevor, 

Charlotte Spiegal, and Master Gardeners 
Julia Runyan and Jon Marr with the owner 

of Village Mercantile in Corrales 

Volunteers helped plant everything 

and route irrigation to the donated 
plants 

Extension Agent Lynda 

Garvin working at the    
Waterwise Garden 

Master Gardener Richard 

Taylor hard at work 
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PLACITAS CATERPILLARS GARDEN CLUB 

The Placitas Caterpillars Garden Club is a fascinating pro-

gram for grades 3-5, and teaches us how to grow our own 
garden.   Also, we get to go into our school garden and 

pick our own crops like tomatoes, strawberries, basil, pep-
permint, and carrots. 

There are 9 members in the Placitas Caterpillars Garden 

Club:  Alex, Sara, Kaitlyn, Ranye, Amaya, Emilia, Jacob, 
Samantha, and Jaedyn.  These members have worked 

hard every week.   We have been planting, raking, and 
picking some of the things in our courtyard. 

Master Gardeners from the Sandoval County Extension 
Office down in Bernalillo have come every week to assist 

the students.  Sandy Liakus, Donna Popp, Heidi Hamlow, 

and John Zarola have helped the garden club so much 
since September.   Agricultural Agent, Lynda Garvin, has 

also come out to work with the Placitas Caterpillars. 
We have done many things in our time in the garden club.  

We created a compost pile and added some worms to it that we found living in our garden.   We have also har-

vested sunflower seeds, planted flowers and seedlings, raked leaves, and helped our plants and vegetables grow.   

Our garden club is an awesome part of our school and we are glad to be in it. 

Article by Sara Delaney and Alex Ramirez, Placitas Elementary Garden Club Members 

Deadline for SCMG 2014 Training 

Know anybody who might be interested in becoming a Master Gardener?  The deadline to apply for 2014 training is-

December 1, 2013.  Classes meet every Tuesday at the Extension Office in Bernalillo from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m., and 
generally run from early January through the middle of April. A fee of $125 covers the CD Manual, a thumb drive and 

other class materials. Course instructors include New Mexico State University Extension Specialists, certified Master 
Gardeners and other regional horticultural experts. 

To apply for the next Master Gardener Course, they should contact the Sandoval Extension Office for an application or 

download the SCMG Application online.  Complete the Form and either fax, mail, email or deliver it to:  
 

 
 

 
 

The Sandoval County Extension site has more information. 

Master Composters Classes 

November 23:  Vermiculture and Vermicomposting  1:30 pm to 3:30 pm at Open Space Visitor Center , 6500 

Coors Blvd NW, Albuquerque. To register call 505-897-8831 or send email to register@nmcomposters.org. In-
structor: Carl Soderberg.  

 
December 7:  Amending Garden Soil with Compost  1:30 pm to 3:30 pm at Open Space Visitors Center, 6500 

Coors Blvd NW, Albuquerque. To register call 505-897-8831 or send email to register@nmcomposters.org. In-

structor: John Zarola.  

Phone: (505) 867-2582  

Fax: (505) 867-6918  
Email: sandoval@nmsu.edu 

Sandoval County Extension Office 

711 Camino del Pueblo 
Bernalillo, NM 87004  

http://aces.nmsu.edu/county/sandoval/mastergardener/want-to-become-a-master-.html
http://sandovalextension.nmsu.edu/
mailto:register@nmcomposters.org
mailto:register@nmcomposters.org
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22 garden books were donated  from MG Martha Mann 
Board accepted an offer for a roto-tiller donation from a private citizen 

2014 New Board Members Introduced:  Gretchen Neiman, Assistant Coordinator;  Mickey Frazier-Koontz, Secre-
tary; Keith Lewis, Member at Large (2-year term);  Rex Franklin, Member at Large (1-year term) 

2014 Fiscal Year Budget presented, discussed, and approved with changes 

Ownership of the Sandoval Seed Library project web domain name to be returned to SCMG. 
Lynda Garvin, new county extension agent, was introduced and gave her first report 

 
Old business 

Discussed improvements for the Casita including plans for outside drainage improvement, wall repair, a private 
phone line, installation of a new screen door. 

NMSU Web conversion to WordPress software indefinitely delayed. 

 
New business: 

Reviewed letter from Cheryl Mitchell, Chair of the Corrales Garden Tour, thanking SCMG volunteers for their help 
at the 2013 Corrales garden tour 

Reviewed SCMG volunteer role, and criteria for garden selection at the Corrales Garden tour 

Presented an update on the 2014 training class attendance 
Distributed draft 2014 Training Class syllabus for review 

 
Committee reports: 

Board Governance presented a Web and Social Media policy addition for review 
Newsletter Committee 2014 members announced – Dudley Vines, Keith Lewis, Stephanie Barger 

Roni Polk introduced as the 2014 Historian 

 
Project reports: 

Pat Barger promoted the October 28-29th Rio Rancho Children’s Water Festival for volunteers 
 

The next board meeting is scheduled for November 19th 2pm-4pm at the extension office. 

October 15, 2013 SCMG Board meeting highlights 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 Seed2Need Weekly 

Hours  

(weather permitting 

and subject to 

change) 

 

Tue morn 7--9 am 

Thur eve 6-8 pm 

Sat morn 7-9 am 

  New Beginnings 

Garden project 10am

-11:30am 

 

 

1 
 

2 
10a-2p Home Depot 

Plant Clinic  

 

Rio Rancho Tree 

Giveaway 1:00-3:00 

Haynes Park 

3 
 

4 5 
Garden with the 

Masters 7pm-8:30pm 

 

6 
Corrales Town Hall 

Gardens—mornings 

 

DeLavy House Gar-

den Maintenance 

7 
New Beginnings  

Garden project 10am

-11:30am 

 

RR WaterWise Gar-

den 9a-11a 

8 
 

9 

10 
 

 

11 12 13 
Corrales Town Hall 

Gardens—mornings 

14 

New Beginnings  

Garden project 10am

-11:30am 

 

 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
 

18 19  

SCMG Bd Mtg 

2pm to 4pm @ Ex-

tension 

 

20 
Newsletter Articles 

DUE! 

Corrales Town Hall 

Gardens—mornings 

 

Placitas Caterpillars 

2:50-3:45 

21 
New Beginnings  

Garden project 10am

-11:30am 

 

RR WaterWise Gar-

den 9a-11a 

22 

 

23 
  Placitas Memorial 

Garden Help Desk  

10:00-2:00 

  Vermiculture and 

Vermicomposting  

class 1:30-3:30  Open 

Space Center 

24 
 

25 26 27 
 

28 
Thanksgiving Day 

 

29 

 

 

30 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

 

2 
Seed2Need Weekly 

Hours  

(weather permitting 

and subject to 

change) 

 

Tue morn 7--9 am 

Thur eve 6-8 pm 

3 
Garden with the 

Masters 7pm-8:30pm 

4 
DeLavy House Gar-

den Maintenance 

 

Placitas Caterpillars 

2:50-3:45 

5 
New Beginnings 

Garden project 10am

-11:30am 

 

RR WaterWise Gar-

den 9a-11a 

6 
 

7 
10a-2p Home Depot 

Plant Clinic  

 

Amending Garden 

Soil with Compost 

1:30-3:30 

Open Space Center 

8 
 

9 10 
 

11 
Corrales Town Hall 

Gardens—mornings 

 

Placitas Caterpillars 

2:50-3:45 

12 
New Beginnings 

Garden project 10am

-11:30am 

13 
 

14 

15 
 

 

16 17 
SCMG Bd Mtg 

2pm to 4pm @ Ex-

tension 

 

18 
Corrales Town Hall 

Gardens—mornings 

 

Placitas Caterpillars 

2:50-3:45 

19 

New Beginnings 

Garden project 10am

-11:30am 

 

RR WaterWise Gar-

den 9a-11a 

20 
Newsletter Articles 

DUE! 

 

21 
 

22 
9-12 

23 24  

 

25 
Christmas 

 

26 
  

27 

  

28 
 

29 
 

30 31 Corrales Town Hall 

Gardens—mornings 

New Beginnings 

Garden project 10am

-11:30am 
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