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JULY 2017

Whew! I do believe that summer is here. I’m so grateful 
that fruit trees are producing. Thanks, Carol Conoboy, for 
the cherries.  Remember if you have an over abundance 
of fruit this year, the Seed2Need folks will try to make ar-
rangements to get volunteers out to pick the fruit and get it 
to the food pantries … check with Penny Davis.

Thank you to ALL of you who gave you input on the pro-
posed SCMG Bylaw changes. Given the feedback, the 
Governance committee will continue to meet and tweak the 
bylaws. The  
target date for proposed changes to the Board is August for  
their approval.

Our board meetings will be held at the Corrales Community 
Center (across from the Wells Fargo Bank) from now until  
January typically on the 3rd Tuesday of the month 1:30 to 
3:00 (July 18 and August 22). Please join us to become 
informed  
and maybe join in with the administrative side of what 
is happening with SCMG. Speaking of which, we will be 
holding elections in October. If you or someone you know 
would like to run, please get in touch with Julia Runyan 
who is heading up the Nomination Committee. The open 
positions this year are:  President, Vice-President, Secre-
tary, and four Member-at-Large positions.

Watch for the Leadership Training this October/November. 
 
If you are a Board Member, heading up a committee or 
project or interested in what it takes to do any of those 
events, please watch for the announcement.  This will be 
a three-hour training. Those who participated in the beta 
launch, gave great input and did enjoy the information. Tom 
Neiman will be handling the logistics for the date/time. This 
year, watch for more to be done electronically.  The board 
election and also volunteer hours.  We will be sending out 
a simple form to be filled in electronically in September. We 
believe it will help simplify the collating of data (used to be 
a 60+ hour job).

Barbara Dawson
President SCMG Board, 2015-2017
505-259-6400

Master Gardeners Newsletter
Sandoval County

Hot, hotter, and hottest. June has proven to be a 
scorcher.  I’m getting calls about why are my plants 
dying, leaves browning at the edges, trees not looking 
good, vegetable plants dropping flowers or fruit.  Most of 
it is due to our intense New Mexico sun, heat, wind, dust/
sand blasts, and low humidity.  When it is over 95 de-
grees plants shut down, drop flowers, drop fruits, curl up 
their leaves all in an attempt to save water.   Even with all 
these physiological responses, most plants simply can-
not keep up with the water loss from evapo-transpiration 
no matter how much or how often you water. 
  
What are some strategies to help our plants in the heat?  
Mulching around plants is a great way to lower the soil 
temperatures, reflect UV rays, and retain moisture in 
the soil.  Consider shade cloth for your vegetable and 
herb gardens.  Think about your plants and structures 
in your gardens and landscape.  Use taller more heat 
tolerant plants to shade less heat tolerant plants.  Create 
shade with pots, sculptures, screens, benches, and other 
objects. Be sure you are watering enough.  You can’t 
tell from the soil or a mulched surface, how far down 
water is penetrating.  You may think you’ve been water-
ing enough only to find with a simple scratch of a trowel 
or finger the water didn’t even wet the soil beyond the 
surface.  Take a cue from Mother Nature and notice what 
plants are thriving on the mesa and sand hills.  Find out 
what they are and visit your local native plant nursery.  
You can bypass this step and simple go to a reputable 
local native plant nursery and let them recommend some 
hardy plant options.  

 
Lastly, don’t give up. Remember gardening is a lifelong 
process of trial and error, part science and part art, and 
always changing and evolving.
Lynda Garvin
Agriculture Agent/Extension  
Master Gardener Coordinator 



Southwest 
Plant of the Month

  Autumn sage, Cherry sage --Salvia greggii

Preserving Yarrow  by David Pojmann
Yarrow adds color to gardens in the spring, but by the middle of July 
the flowers fade and turn brown.  Usually, the stems and leaves 
are still green.  How can the intrepid gardener maintain the color 
in the garden?  Yarrows are perennials.  You can't pull them out to 
replace them.  Cutting the spent flowers leaves the stems, which 
are not ugly, but lack color.  But, there is a low-cost, easy way to 
maintain the color until the end of the year.  When most of the color 
had faded, I cut a "V" slit in a paper plate, slid it under each of the 
dry flowers, and sprayed yellow paint on the flowers. This was just 
ordinary canned spray paint, costing less than four dollars. The plate protects the stems from the 
paint.  Later in the season, I used orange paint to give the flowers a fall hue; then, after Thanks-
giving, my garden got a red spray. My neighbors wanted to know what kind of flowers these were 
to change color the way they did.  If you try this method, be careful not to drip paint off the plate. 
Change plates if the paint accumulates.  These pictures show the before and after flowers as well 
as the paper plate positioning.

                    Before                     Ready for Paint               After 

Plant Form: Shrub
Plant Size: 3' x 2'
Plant Type: Semi-evergreen
Water Usage: Low
Sunlight: Sun, Partial Shade
Colors: Orange, Pink, Purple, Red, White, Yellow

Physical Description:  Brilliant 1" flowers slightly 
above glossy, bright green aromatic leaves on woody, densely foliaged branches. Flowers normally 
cherry red to pink but also white, yellow, orange, rose and purple.

Care and Maintenance:  Pruning required to reinvigorate foliage and blooming. Spittle bugs. Odd 
colored flower varieties often not as heat and drought resistant as traditional reddish hues. Brittle 
stems break easily.

Gardener's notes:  Chihuahuan desert native long used in landscaping worldwide. Many cultivars 
available including "Furman's Red" and "Sierra Linda". Excellent hummingbird attractor. Tolerates 
light filtered shade. Blooms spring to fall but best in autumn. S. microphylla is a similar red flowering 
species from the Sierra Madres of Mexico.

Southwest Plant of the Month material courtesy of NMSU ACES
http://desertblooms.nmsu.edu/plantadvisor/



 

Would you like to host a garden party? 
It's a great way to showcase your garden space and get to  

socialize with new and old gardening friends! 
Contact Charlene Spiegel for more info at  

sheenie721@gmail.com

Save some seed for 
Sandoval County Seed 
Library
Many of you know that SCMG has a 
Seed Library project at Esther Bone 

Memorial Library in Rio Rancho. Well, I’ll bet you didn’t know that we also have a second location 
at Loma Colorado Main Library. That’s because we didn’t advertise this Seed Library’s late season 
opening. But, it’s time you know.

Within the first month of operation, the Sandoval County Seed Library at Loma Colorado Library had 
23 members. They “borrowed” all herb and flower seed and many of the vegetable varieties have 
been emptied. That is all good news and as it should be. But, we’ll need fresh seed for next year, 
since we know from experience that not all who “borrow” seed return seed.

Now is the time of year we reach out for help in acquiring seed from our community garden centers, 
friends, and you, our fellow Master Gardeners. Would you please consider donating a portion of your 
favorite open-pollinated (non-hybrid) vegetable, herb and flower seed to the Sandoval County Seed 
Library? Having regionally grown seed that is adapted to our climate is a great gift to the Seed Li-
brary.

In time, and with education, we hope to have many Seed Library members become consistent seed 
savers who share a portion of their seed with the Seed Library to help make it self-sustaining. Until 
then, we need your help.

Seed Donation boxes are located at the Esther Bone and Loma Colorado Libraries. Just fill out a 
Seed Donation form and attached to your envelope or container. Learn more about our Seed Protocol 
and how to donate seed here.

 

Sandoval County Fair  
July 31 - August 6, 2017

Think about entering your vegetables, fruits, 
baked goods, preserves, fiber projects, and 
artwork to the Sandoval Count Fair this year.  

A special category this year is the Clara 
Johnson Container Garden Contest.

For more information and entry rules call the 
extension office: 867-2582.



JULY

AUGUST

1 Rio Rancho Tree Stewards 4 pm
Gardening with the Masters - 7pm

2  Waterwise Work Session 8:30 am
    DeLavy House Garden Work Session 9am 

5 Home Depot FREE Plant Clinic 10am   
9 Urban Horticulture Class 1pm

15 SCMG Board of Directors Meeting
  Rio Rancho Tree Stewards 5pm

21  SCMG Newsletter Articles Due by 6 pm 
26 Improving Desert Garden Soil 10am  

  
 

For a full explanation of the what, when and who on 
 these Calendar items, please visit our website

CALENDAR

1 Home Depot FREE Plant Clinic 10am
3 Rio Rancho Tree Stewards 4 pm

5 Waterwise Work Session 8:30 am
    DeLavy House Garden Work Session 9am 
6 Drip Irrigation w.Wes Brittenham 1:30pm     

12 Urban Horticulture Class 1pm
Lessons Learned Roundtable 1 pm

18 SCMG Board of Directors Meeting 1:00     
21  SCMG Newsletter Articles Due by 6 pm      

22 Santa Ana FREE Plant Clinic 10 am 
     

 

Interested in a 
volunteer 

opportunity?   
Join other Master Garden-

ers in a hands-on / on-the-job 
training for composting at the 
Seed2Need garden. Contact 
John Zarola directly for fu-

ture dates / times to meet at 
the garden composting area. 

We will be working on pile 
construction, turning & churn-
ing, all the while discussing ( 
education ) aspects of home 
composting science and soil 

fertility. Thank you.  
John Zarola,SCMG, BCEMC  

zarolaj@cableone.net

Veterans, if you missed out on the MGT ses-
sions you can get continuing education credits by the 
following links without leaving home. Interns, you’ve already done 
your education hours many times over with your training but we 
are all lifelong learners.
 
Are you scrambling to make up your 10 continuing education 
hours (veterans) or simply interested in online classes?  Check out 
the ACES NMSU online YouTube videos.
https://www.youtube.com/user/nmsuaces
 
Or watch some of the core Master Gardener Training Class ses-
sions at the following link from the MG Website.  
 
There are also free online permaculture classes such as:
www.openpermaculture.com
www.geofflawton.com
 
Thank you,
Lynda Garvin
Agriculture Agent/Extension Master Gardener Coordinator

For more gardening and 
class information call 
the Sandoval County 
Cooperative Extension 
Service Master Gardener 
Program at (505)867-
2582 or visit www.
sandovalmastergarden-
ers.org The College of Agricultural, Consumer 
and Environmental Sciences is an engine for 
economic and community development in New 
Mexico, improving the lives of New Mexicans 
through academic, research, and extension 
programs. New Mexico State University is an 
equal opportunity/ affirmativeaction employer 
and educator. NMSU and the US Department of 
Agriculture cooperating.

FUNNY ZONE



Bernalillo Farmers Market
In Rotary Park

 Don Thomas & Don San Francisco
Fridays

4pm-7pm
EBT Accepted 

We got our new signs. Come visit us. 
 We have nectarines, onions, eggs, shallots, 
chair massages, various crafts, soaps and lo-

tions. We'll see you here!


