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SCMG 4th Annual Plant Sale will be held in April and
will need lots of plants donated for the event, so if
you are starting to plan your gardens please keep
the sale in mind and start a few extra to donate to the
sale. This has been a great fund raiser for the organization and we hope this year will be the same.
The deadline for early registration to the 2018 New
Mexico Master Gardeners conference hosted by
SCMG is $125.00 until March 15, 2018 and after that
date, the cost will be $150. Please visit the conference website at http://nmmgcon2018.org/register/
where all the events and other costs are available.
The conference committees can use more volunteers
to help, committees needing help are: activities, fund
raising, and registration. Please contact Charlene
Spiegel or myself for more information.
HomeScape Solutions have scheduled their class for
Friday, March 9th from 6:30 to 9 pm; Saturday, March
10 from 9:30 to 3 pm; Saturday, March 17th 9:30 to 3
pm and Saturday, March 2th from 9:30 to 3 pm at the
Extension Office. The cost is $95.00.
This price includes all materials, and Saturday
lunches. Hope everyone will join these great “hands
on learning” style classes. For more
information call 505-867-2582.
Please remember- SCMG Board of Directors
meetings are open to all members and interns. From
March through April the meetings will be held on the
third Thursday of the month at the Extension Office in Bernalillo at 1:30 pm. Also, if you would like
to have your project listed on the monthly agendas
let me know so it can be included on the meeting
agenda. *If you are handicapped and can’t go down
the stairs you can call the Extension office 505-8672582 and let them know you need access to the
building through
the lower level door.
Julia Runyan
SCMG Board President 2017-2019

Sandoval County Extension
P.O. Box 400
Bernalillo, NM 87004
Ph: 505-867-2582
Email: sandoval@nmsu.edu
www.sandovalmastergardeners.org

Lynda’s Corner

Spring, winter, spring, winter…we have been on one crazy
ride. My spring bulbs started blooming the end of January
with warm sunny days for most of February. The beginning of
March is cool and windy. How do we garden when weather
patterns are inconsistent from year to year? One way is to
observe your landscape and find microclimates that will buffer
the effects of these crazy temperature swings. Planting fruit
trees and other cool loving plants along a north-facing wall will
keep them from breaking bud too early and dropping due to
that last late freeze. Choose trees with the highest chill hours
as possible to ensure later blooming. Look for “late blooming” trees or a minimum of 600 chill hours and 800 for higher
elevations. This area is usually cooler and holds moisture
longer providing shade in the afternoon. A perfect place for
columbine and wood hyacinth. South and west facing walls will
hold the warmth of the sun in winter and warm up earlier in the
spring to get a jump on warm season vegetables and melons.
They also extend the growing season in the fall for cool vegetables. Protected alcoves are good for those less cold tolerant fruit bearing plants such as figs and pomegranates. East
facing walls provide the most temperate climate for plants;
provide wind protection and early sun and afternoon shade. A
great place for those more temperate flowering shrubs such as
lilacs. Your best gardening tool
is your power of observation and
making a site map showing sun
and shade patterns throughout the
year, low spots for collecting water,
cool spots, hot spots, and microclimates. Let’s get planting.
Lynda Garvin,
Agriculture/Horticulture Agent

SPRING PLANTING TIPS!

In the middle of the month, plant a row of Swiss chard. Tender stalks will be ready to harvest in mid-May—and the plants
will keep producing all summer. Also in midmonth, sow other
hardy vegetables, such as carrots, beets, kohlrabi, radishes,
leaf lettuces, and turnips.
Transplant onions, shallots, broccoli, cabbage, cauliflower,
collards, white potatoes and asparagus crowns to the garden.
Set out herbs, such as rosemary, chives, and thyme—but not
tender basil!
SCMG Newsletter Submissions
Deadline: 21st of each month
Please submit news, articles, events
and photographs to: scmgnewsletter@gmail.com
Editor: Jannetta Lamourt-Dodson

New Mexico State University is an equal opportunity/ affirmative action employer and educator. NMSU and the U.S. Department of Agriculture cooperating.

Volunteer sign-up sheets for Plant Clinics and the Corrales
Growers Market are available now on the SCMG website.
You should have received a website password in your email.
You’ll need the password, then click here to volunteer.

We are making plans for our 4rd Annual Plant
Sale. This is SCMG’s major fundraising effort of
the year. Please help with this fundraiser. If you
plan on donating plants for the sale, please contact
Julia Runyan at j23nana@gmail.com with your list
so we don’t get to many of one plant. If you grow
plants please provide the following for each vegetable variety you provide: Name, Days to Maturity, Hybrid, heirloom or open pollinator,
color. If tomatoes use (slicer, cooking, etc.). Photos would be helpful. We will be making a flyer about the varieties we are offering. We can also use other vegetables and
landscaping and houseplants for the sale. Thank you!

Southwest Plant of the Month Robinia pseudoacacia

Black locust
Plant Form: Tree
Plant Size: 50' x 25'
Plant Type: Deciduous
Water Usage: Low
Sunlight: Sun
Colors: White
Physical Description: Tree has an open sparsebranching habit. Bark is deeply furrowed. Showy display
of creamy-white fragrant flowers in the spring. Care and
Maintenance: Weedy, thicket-forming if not controlled.
Thorns. Root suckering can become a nuisance.
Gardener's notes: The wood is hard and dense. Often
used as posts because wood is rot-resistant and strong.
Once widely planted for shelter belts, and can be seen
around old farmsteads throughout the Mesilla valley.
Southwest Plant of the Month material courtesy of
NMSU ACES
http://desertblooms.nmsu.edu/plantadvisor/

Howdy Interns!
This newsletter, is a great
source of
information and ideas on
how you can volunteer!
P.S. Share it with friends!

MARCH

CALENDAR

2 Seed Start/Save Workshop 1 pm
6 Gardening With The Masters 7 pm
RR Tree Stewards Comm Meet 4 pm
8 NMSU Fruit Tree Prune Wkshp 1:30
pm
9 HOMEscapes Solutions 6:30 pm
10 HOMEscapes Solutions 10:00 am
10 Seedy Saturdays 10 am
14 Urban Horticulture 2 pm
Waterwise Garden 8:30 am
17 HOMEscapes Solutions 10:00 am
21 Newsletter articles due
22 4 Seasons Gardening 1:30 pm
24 HOMEscapes Solutions 10:00 am 2
28 Waterwise Garden 8:30 am

APRIL

Only 18 days left for Early Registration!

Sustainability is the theme for this year’s New Mexico
State Master Gardener Conference, to be held at the
Albuquerque Marriott Pyramid Hotel,
August 31st to September 2nd, 2018.
Space will be limited, reserve your spot now!
The cost is $125 early registration
($150 after March 18th).
For complete conference information and registration,
visit the website at http://nmmgcon2018.org.

3 RR Tree Stewards Comm Meet 4 pm
Gardening with the Masters - 7pm
11 Urban Horticulture 2 pm
Waterwise Garden 8:30 am
Mstr Composter Training 6:30pm
14 Seedy Saturdays 10 am
21 SCMG Newsletter Articles Due
25 Waterwise Garden 8:30 am
26 4 Seasons Gardening 1:30 pm
29 Corrales Grower's Market 9 am
For a full explanation of the what, when
and who on these Calendar items,
please visit our website

Interns- Remember to check for
Volunteer Opportunity each week You can start volunteering now!

Cold Frames for a Longer Season
Roy Archibald, SCMG

A cold frame is a valuable tool for getting an early start in the garden and extending the season in the fall. We can begin
planting at least a month earlier using one. In the fall adding a hoop cover can extend harvest for another month. The
use of these adds an additional 60 days to our short gardening season. An easily constructed cold frame will provide
protection from frost, temperature extremes, and drying winds.
A cold frame in its simplest form is an open bottomed box placed over the growing area with a clear cover. Some commonly used materials for the frame are lumber, cement blocks, or straw bales. When building your frame make sure the
frame is tall enough to accomodate the mature plants. The clear cover needs to allow plenty of light. For safety reasons,
the cover material should not pose a danger if it is broken. Creativity and imagination will make building your cold frame
an enjoyable experience.
Using a cold frame is as easy as building it. Place your frame over the growing area and put the clear cover on to allow
the area to warm up. After the area is warm, water it first if you are planting small seeds such as lettuce or carrots. Next
lightly cover the seeds with soil. Larger seeds can be planted first and then carefully watered. Place the clear cover on
and leave it in place until the seeds germinate. Once the seeds begin to come up, open the cover on nice days and
close it at night. On extremely cold nights the frame can be covered with blankets to retain heat or a light can be added
for heat. Remove the cover when the regular growing season starts and garden as usual. In the fall add hoops and clear
plastic early enough to protect plants from frost.
Simplicity of construction, ease of use, and versatility make the cold frame a valuable addition to your garden. Use it in
your garden to enjoy a longer gardening season and a larger harvest.
Mr. Archibald is a Sandoval County Master Gardener who lives and works in Cibola county.

Mother Nature calling…
by Dudley Vines
The goal of “sustainable gardening” is to garden in such a manner
that future generations will be able to garden, too. It means that we
try to promote soil health, minimize water use, and lower pollution
levels.
Something is “sustainable” if it can continue indefinitely. If our garden practices pollute the air, water, or soil, how can future gardeners grow anything? If we
consume all the available resources, what will future gardeners use?
Over the past few generations we have come to think that it is normal to use chemical fertilizers, insecticides, and weed killers as a routine part of our gardening activities. We live in the
desert and irrigate like crazy to make stuff grow. But all of this runs counter to the principles
of sustainability.
And guess what? While sustainable practices use fewer resources and produce less waste,
they also produce better and healthier vegetables and landscapes.

Baker H. Morrow, FASLA
The 2018 New Mexico Master Gardener Conference (2018 NMMGC)
will provide NM Master Gardeners with opportunities to earn
education hours while learning from some of the biggest names in
horticulture, landscaping and or Master Gardening related disciplines.
The 2018 NMMGC is pleased to announce that Baker H. Morrow,
FASLA, will be speaking at the conference on the topic of: Gardens
in the Sand: Early Pueblo and Spanish Landscapes in New
Mexico Sustainability
Many of you might be familiar with Baker H. Morrow, as author of the
"Best Plants for New Mexico Gardens and Landscapes: Keyed to Cities and Regions in New
Mexico and Adjacent Areas”. In addition to speaking at the conference, he will participate in the
conference book signing.
Mr. Morrow is a landscape architect in Albuquerque and a professor at the University of New Mexico.
He is the author or editor of several books and is also the founding director of the master's program in
landscape architecture at the University of New Mexico.
To read more about Mr. Morrow and his planned conference topic, click here to go to his page on the
conference website: http://nmmgcon2018.org/speakers/baker-h-morrow/
Check out these links to read about the Speakers and Sessions planned for the NM Master Gardener
Conference.
•
Speakers: http://nmmgcon2018.org/speakers/
•
Sessions: http://nmmgcon2018.org/sessions/
•
To register for the conference: http://nmmgcon2018.org/register/

Winter Tree Care
Dave Pojmann

As we close one of the driest years on record, it's time to think about the trees and bushes in our landscapes. Although the leaves have fallen, the roots of the trees are still active, and they need water to
stay healthy. Young trees are especially vulnerable to winter damage if they don't have enough water.
A heavy soaking every three or four weeks is preferable to more frequent light watering. The water
should be applied around the drip line of the tree rather than the trunk, and it should soak to a depth of
about ten inches. A soaker hose is a good tool for this purpose, or a sprinkler will also do the job.
This month is also a good opportunity to examine our trees for mistletoe. It will show up green against
the brown bark now that the leaves are gone. Mistletoe is a parasitic plant that will weaken a tree and
make it more vulnerable to insects and diseases. The most effective measure is to remove the infested
branch, but if that will ruin the shape or purpose of the tree, the next best approach is to rub off the
exposed parts of the plant, and then wrap black elastic electrical tape around the bulbous part of the
branch where the mistletoe roots are located. Use only a single overlapping layer of tape. The tape will
cut off light and air to the mistletoe, and hopefully, kill it. As the tree grows, the tape will stretch and
eventually fall off. For infections high in the tree, or on main branches, it's best to call a professional
arborist to handle it. Mistletoe is spread by birds eating the berries, and then excreting the seeds on
other trees. It's a neighborhood concern, not just an individual matter. You may want to join with neighbors for a “package deal” to reduce the cost of professional management.

Applications now being accepted for
Spring 2018 BernCo. Extension Master Composter Course.
Complete information and application are available at:

NMSU: Bernalillo County Master Composters Spring 2018 Information for Students
Thank you. John Zarola, BCEMC nmcomposters.org

Call for Entries:
Master Gardener Photo Contest
Attention NM Master Gardeners!

The 2018 New Mexico Master Gardeners Conference invites you
to capture and share your creativity in the garden. Enter the 2018
New Mexico Master Gardeners Conference Photo Contest for a
chance to win great prizes and receive recognition among the
entire NM Master Gardener community.
NM Master Gardener can showcase their amazing photography
skills and submit up to three (3) photos in any of the five contest categories:
•
Creatures in the Garden
•
Incredible Edibles
•
Master Gardeners in Action
•
Outstanding Ornamental
•
New Mexico Sustainable Gardening
Entry is free and open to active NM Master Gardener volunteers.
Check out our website to find out how to enter and see the photos that have already been entered.
Surely you can give them some good competition! http://nmmgcon2018.org/photo-contest/

Share Your Gardening Adventure!
What's your favorite organic gardening story?
Do you have a memory of gardening or a trick to keeping pests large
and small away from your plants? . Take pictures of your gardens, flowers, trees and more and share with us! If you feel that writing is not your
forte'- contact Jannetta (your newsletter editor) at scmgnewsletter@
gmail.com and she will arrange an interview and write your story for you!

