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Lynda’s Corner 

 

Let us be kind to one another. 

Treat each other with respect. 

Be awed by the beauty that surrounds us 

And allow nature to be our medicine. 

 Wishing you and yours a wonderful holiday season  

& bountiful New Year! 

 

 

 

 

   

                    Photo:  Denver Boatanical Gardens – Chihuly exhibit 

December 2019 
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Dec 2019 – Jan 2020 SCMG Calendar 

SCMG Board Meeting 

3rd Tuesday, Monthly @ 1 pm  

@ Health Commons, Bldg.; B,  

1500 Idalia Rd, Bernalillo, NM 87004 

Growing and Maintaining Succulents 

Tue, Dec 10, 2019 @ 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm 

Meadowlark Senior Center 

4330 Meadowlark Ln SE 

Rio Rancho, NM 87124 

Holiday Plants: History and Fun Facts 

Thu, Dec 26 @ 1:30 pm – 3:00 pm 

Meadowlark Senior Center 

4330 Meadowlark Ln SE 

Rio Rancho, NM 87124 

Mentor/Intern Meet and Greet 

Tues, Jan 7 @ 1:00 pm ɀ 4:30 pm 
Sandoval County Administration Building D 

Second Floor Training Room 

1500 Idalia Rd, Bernalillo, NM 87004 

Intern Training 

Tuesdays, January 14 thru April 28  

@ 1:00 pm – 4:30 pm 

Sandoval County Administration Building D 

1500 Idalia Rd, Bernalillo, NM 87004 

Seed Saving and Creating New Vegetable Varieties 

January 23, 2020 @ 1:30 pm ɀ 3:00 pm 
Meadowlark Senior Center 

4331 Meadowlark Ln SE 

Rio Rancho, NM 87124 

TO ALL MEMBERS 

The Following Items Are Due at This Time 

SCMG Annual Hours Reporting 

A volunteer time reporting form has been emailed to all 

SCMG members via SurveyMonkey. Please fill out the form 

with the totals for the hours you put in during the 2018/2019 

fiscal year for continuing education, outreach and volunteer 

work. 

SCMG Annual Membership Dues 

(Veteran Members Only) 

The $25 dues for 2019-2020 are now due. Or if you wish to 

pay by check, mail your check to: SCMG at Post Office 

Box 400. Bernalillo, NM 87004. 

See the SCMG online calendar for further details about all SCMG Events and continuing education opportunities. 

http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/news-and-information/events-calendar/ 

Remember ï Sign Up to volunteer early and often to support SCMG and our community! 

Website Volunteer Signup Page – http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/project/  

http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/news-and-information/events-calendar/
http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/news-and-information/events-calendar/
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Openings still available for the 

2020 Master Gardener Training Class. 

To be certified as a Sandoval County Master Gardener, you must successfully complete the 16-week Master 

Gardener Classes offered each winter-spring and complete a 30-hour internship that includes 10 hours of public 

outreach activity and 20 hours of other community service activities. Certified Master Gardeners must volunteer 

at least 40 hours each year, of which at least 10 hours must be earned in continuing education classes each year to 

retain their certification. 

The sixteen (16) training sessions are held every Tuesday afternoon from 1 PM to 5 PM, mid-January through the 

end of April. The training site is at the Sandoval County Administration Building, 1500 Idalia RD, Bernalillo, NM 

87004. Course instructors include New Mexico State University Extension Specialists, certified Master Gardeners 

and other regional horticultural experts. 

Application deadline is December 15, 2019.  Fee for the class is $175, which covers the cost of materials for the 

class, and incidental expenses related to the class. 

For more information and to apply go to:  www.sandovalmastergardeners.org 
 

Lynda Garvin 
Agriculture Agent/Extension Master Gardener Coordinator 

Sandoval County Cooperative Extension Service 

P.O. Box 400 (mailing address) 

1500 Idalia RD, Building D, Room 1049 

Bernalillo, NM 87004 

(505) 977-9574 (cell) 

http://sandovalmastergardeners.org/ 
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Canyon penstemon 

Penstemon pseudospectabilis 

 

 
Plant Form       Flower  

Plant Size 3ô x 2ô  

Plant Type Perennial  

Water Low 

Sunlight Sun, partial shade 

Colors Purple, red 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Physical Description:  Thick, serrated, arrow-shaped leaves tightly clasp and encircle the multitude of blooming stalks 

rising from a semi-woody base, giving the appearance that the long stems have simply pierced the cupping leaves. 

Blooming stalks are topped by spiraling clusters of 1" rose-purple tubular flowers, spring into early summer. 

 

Care and Maintenance:  Must have good drainage. Overwatering will further shorten the life of this already short-lived 

perennial. Aphids. 

 

Gardener's notes:  Cut stalks after blooming to stimulate new flowering (except those needed for seed stock). Native 

to Organ Mts. and elsewhere in Southern New Mexico, Arizona and Mexico. Best bunching penstemon for dry El Paso 

gardens. Attracts hummingbirds. 

 

Southwest Plant of the Month material courtesy of NMSU ACES 

http://desertblooms.nmsu.edu/plantadvisor/    

http://desertblooms.nmsu.edu/plantadvisor/
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Wasps  (Order:  Hymenoptera)  part II  

Predatory wasps (various families) 

New Mexico has a large and diverse array of predatory wasp species, some of which form colonies while 

others are ósolitaryô ï i.e., each female constructs her own individual nest, often in the soil, but also in other 

habitats such as plant stems or pre-existing holes in dead wood. Species in one sub-family construct mud 

ópotsô that they provision with prey items for their larvae. Although wasps are viewed as pests by many people, 

they will not normally sting unless provoked and are valuable predators; different species attack moth 

caterpillars, scarab beetle larvae (ówhite grubsô), grasshoppers, stink bugs, and various other pests. Adult 

wasps will feed on nectar and hence are often seen on flowers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beneficial of the Month material courtesy of NMSU ACES: 

Pocket Guide to the Beneficial Insects of New Mexico 

Paper wasp colony. Paper wasp. 

Examples of predatory wasps found in New Mexico. 

http://aces.nmsu.edu/pubs/insects/welcome.html
http://aces.nmsu.edu/pubs/insects/welcome.html

