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Jennifer LeFevre

5 Year Reflection from Bette Allen
What brings me joy as a Master Gardener

I've always been a gardener, but having grown up on
the temperate East coast, I had some challenges
figuring out how to grow my favorites here in the
Southwest. I was happy to join the Sandoval Extension
Master Gardeners to improve my gardening outcomes.
When I was exposed to the Master Gardener program
as a student, I was excited to get answers to many
questions but was overwhelmed by the depth of
information. Fortunately, it was not necessary to
understand everything. Every bit made my garden a
little greener. I appreciate the depth and breadth of
class materials, the support of other master gardeners,
and all of the information provided by NMSU. Over the
past 5 years my life has been enriched by the variety of
projects hosted by SEMG, and all the experts I am
pleased to have a relationship with. It gives me joy to
swap ideas with other gardeners and watch my own
garden expand into a sustainable food forest.
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5 Year Reflection from Nancy Stermer
Why I decided to become a Master Gardener

I moved to Corrales in 2017 after living in Illinois for
60 years. Of course I realized gardening that I knew in
the Midwest with lush soil and easy access to water
wasn’t going to apply to my new garden in the
Southwest. Master Gardeners seemed the perfect way
to recalibrate my gardening knowledge, while meeting
new people. I was the first group in 2020 to escape the
isolation brought on by COVID 19 and participated in
virtual classes for my entire internship. What do I like
about Master Gardeners? First, SEMG has been an easy
way to meet other gardeners and develop new and
lasting relationships with truly genuine and “down to
earth” people. Second, I am constantly acquiring new
information to add to my gardening knowledge by
attending a variety of talks and lectures that are
promoted by master gardeners and NMSU and are
easily available. Third, I have really enjoyed meeting
the public and answering questions at the Corrales
Growers Market information table, volunteering during
the Placitas and Corrales Garden Tours, and the Seed 2
Need projects, as well as earlier stints at the Corrales
Library Pollinator Garden and the Children’s Edible
Garden. I would say that being a Master Gardener has
more than met my expectations by making me a better
gardener and introducing me to terrific people.
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Our Mission
Sandoval Extension Master Gardeners educate and
service our communities in sustainable high desert
gardening.

Our Vision
Sandoval Extension Master Gardeners envision more
sustainable gardens throughout Sandoval County.
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Team 1
Mentors
Bette Allen
Joan Ellis
Rachel Gee
Beth Trujillo
Kristi Vasquez
Interns
Patty Busch
Jordan Jameson
Barbara Joye
Richard Kelly
Shelly Kristensen
Emma Mitchell
Danielle Padilla
Mary Beth Scott

Team 4
Mentors
Peter Colton
Marc Davidson
Marie Dick
Judith Jenness
Silvia Martins
Interns
Jeremy Jones
Kasey McEuen
Marie Chambers-Kowalski
Jeff Wooten

Team 2
Mentors
Bev Dell

Kevin Konetzni

Brandt Magic

Gil Mogavero
Beverly Tones
Interns
Deborah Brandon
Shannon McCoy-Hayes
Wayne Gordon
Christina Vento

Team 3
Mentors
Edwina Francis
Louise Perkinson
Kate Shadock
John Thompson
Sharon Walsh
Interns
Rafael Bango
Erin Benavidez
Daniel Harrington
Kayla Hembree
Keanan Hembree
Barbara McCann
Delsie Morrison
Cait Rottler
Elaine Sutherland

Team 5
Mentors
Susan Becker
Mo Casey
Antwanette Hailey
Kristin Browning-Mazel
Linda Walsh
Interns
Sheri Byington
Gene Kolczynski
Marie Schmidt
Michele Sequeira
Karen Toman
Lee Woody
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Billie Alderman

I just wanted to learn about gardening in the desert
and also do some volunteering as soon as I retired. It's
a great way to do both.

Johnnee Cunningham

My years as a Master Gardener has enriched my life in
meeting wonderful, dedicated kindred gardeners, in
expanding my knowledge of plants and how to grow in
the Southwest, in knowing "it's all about the soil”
thanks to my composting mentor, John Zarola, and
wonderful opportunities of giving back to the
community through volunteer projects. I'm using these
MG skills now as a Co-Chair of a small community
garden. Thank you for this very valuable experience.
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The Sandoval Extension Master Gardeners (SEMG) are trained by New Mexico
State University horticultural specialists and instructors under the guidance of
Sandoval County Cooperative Extension Service.

SEMG is a volunteer organization committed to providing better gardening
techniques to the community with the latest, most practical horticultural
information possible.

The Sandoval County Master Gardener Program began in 1995. There are 11
counties in New Mexico and the Navajo Extension Service with active Master
Gardener programs.
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2025 SEMG Advisory Council

Chair: Penny Lindgren
Treasurer: Beth Murphy
Membership: Gil Mogavero
Communications: Tracy Bogard and Kate Shaddock
Education: John Thompson
Outreach: Sandra Liakus
Representative to State EMG Advisory Council: Julie Rohr
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2025 SEMG Committee Members

Communications

Tracy Bogard
Joan Ellis
Fredine Koenig
Shelly Kristensen
Jennifer LeFevre
Linda Padilla
Mary Beth Scott
Kristi Vasquez

Membership
Patty Busch
Gil Mogavero
Cait Rottler
Nancy Stermer
Dolores Valtierra
Kristi Vasquez
Team Fun
Laura Erickson
Joyce Riebe
Carolyn Rivera
Nancy Rutland
Charlene Spiegel
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Education
Sheila Conneen
Kevin J Konetzni

Sandy Liakus
Penny Lindgren
Shannon McCoy-Hayes
Gil Mogavero
John Thompson
Linda Walsh
Sharon Walsh
Michelle Wittie

Outreach
Suzanne Bollenbach
Sue Bond
Joan Ellis
Meg Buerkel Hunn
Mike Jackovich
Judith Jenness
Sandy Liakus
Penny Lindgren
Julie Rohr
Nancy Stermer
Dolores Valtierra
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